Structural decay
appalls speaker
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While in Seattle for a hearmg on the condition of
Washington’s bndges and highways, urban planner Mar-
shall Kaplan was given a grand tour of the city's transpor-
tion structures.

During the tour, “somebody punched a hole in one of
the wood pilings that holds lhe‘t’)undge up,” Kaplan said.
“The damn thing went all the way through. The ‘wood was
rotten.”

So the curious tourist tried his upenmem with another
wood Tmmg This time termites

mayor said "We'll havetogom that bridge 10
get to our appointment’ and | said ‘not on your life.” ”

So much for the tour.

Kaplan used this humorous incident to illustrate a
serious problem: the nation’s infra-structure — urban plan-
ning jargon for highways, bridges, water distribution and
sewage treatment plants — needs soge ‘doctoring.

Kaplan, dean of the University of Colorado’s graduate
school of public affairs, was the keynote er at the
Oregon Planning Commission’s ninth annual conference.

During the Carter administration, Kaplan was depuey
assistant secretary for policy development at the depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development.

Kaplan spoke to the planners about a federally funded

study he is directing that examines 25 states’ infraa |
structures, mc!udmg their ptesenl and fumre needs,
-resources and conditions.
Before the study, planners mmnd thm 8 triﬁim
would be needed to fill in the _between anticipated
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