Host families ease the loneliness for international students. Gayle and John Rankin eased the
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homesickness of Kazahiro Katoh, Chiyomi Wada and Tsuyoshi Washio pictured above.

Living a long way from home

By Joan Herman
Of the Emerald

Homesickness, sniff, sniff: the bane of most
University students away from the “nest” tor the
first time.

To combat feelings of loneliness many
students make regular sojourns back to Ma, Pa
and the rest of the familial gang. . .unless their
homes are several thousand miles and an ocean
away, as is the case for most international
students studying at the University.

Chiyomi Wada knows those feelings all too
well. So do Kazahiro Katoh and Tsuyoshi Washio,
to name just a few.

“I miss my friends and family very much. My
parents miss me very much,” Chiyomi said at a
going away party in her honor. She has since
returned to Japan,

The three Japanese students studied English
at the University's American English Institute.

But that’s not all they had in common. The trio
also was “adopted” by a local family, the Rankins,
who welcomed the students into their home,
shared American customs and became their close
friends.

“Our main function,” John Rankin says, “is to
provide them with a solid foundation where they
can feel comfortable. They’re home free here.
And then they can go out and test waters
elsewhere. But they need (to know about) certain
things such as banking, traveling — whatever
might arise.”

Tasks such as finding a doctor seem simple to
Americans, “but for these people, it becomes a
maze, a chore. That's our big function: to provide
them with a few answers when they come to us
with problems,” John says.

Each year several local families act as “"host”
families to international students studying at the
AEl and the University. Gayle and John Rankin
have “adopted” seven Japanese students into
their home since 1981. And they hope to™“‘ex-
pand” their family even more.

“l see no reason why to stop,” Gayle says.
“It’s a good thing.”

Although the Rankins enthusiastically en-
dorse the host program now, Gayle admits she
was initially reluctant. Two years ago, the last of
the Rankins’ four children had left the ‘nest,” and
Gayle welcomed the new freedom that meant.

“When the lady from AEl started asking me to
do this, | thought ‘Oh, what would | want another
kid around for? | have four of my own.’ | said ‘no’
for a year and finally one day she just came over
and said ‘I'm going to try one more time." "

“I thought ‘You're kidding.’ And she just said
try it for one month and | said ‘OK.’ That was it.”
The Rankins were hooked.

And so were their “adopted’’ children.

All  three students emphasized that the
American family’s hospitality made a potentially
difficult trapsition from Japanese to American
culture a relatively smooth one.

“"When | came here, | was not afraid because
the American people are very kind and (the
Rankins) made things comfortable for me,”
Kasahiro says.

“We'll leave, if you want, so you can tell the
truth,” jokes John with Kasahiro.

Yet a strange culture and language inevitably
present some challenging situations — especially
because the Rankins don’t speak Japanese.

“We did a lot of groping,” John says about
their first conversations with the students. “That's
just part of the process.”

Although all three students had studied
English extensively in Japan, none had ever
spoken it with Americans before coming to the
United States. Yet now all three converse.freely
with their new family. Dinner conversations often
last more than one hour, John says, and enable
the students to ask many questions about
American customs.

Yet the benefits are not one-sided. The “cross-
fertilization”” of cultures, as John calls it, sows
strong bonds between all parties.

“It's like a trip to Japan for the family,” Gayle
says. “It's new friends and not just new friends,
but close friends, the kind that takes years to
develop when you don’t live in the same house
together.”

Inevitably, the time comes when the students
must return to Japan. No one looks forward to
that day.

“It really is sad for us when they leave. We
become very attached. | see John out buying cars
and getting insurance for them just like he would
for his own boys,” and in a sense, the students do
become “family” to them, both John and Gayle
say.

Yet they will keep in touch with letters, and
eventually the Rankins will visit their friends on
their home turf. Until then, they will continue
““adopting”’ more international students.

“lI would like to encourage anyone who's
been thinking about doing this to do it. It's a little
like anything you’ve never done before. You're a
little apprehensive about it.”

Interested families can call the AEl at 686-3945.
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Fries
16 oz. Soft Drink
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Our new address - 94 West Broadway e 343-1288
(Just across the street from our old location)

Craft Center

Offers Open Studio Space, Tools and
Craft Supplies For Sale Downstairs in the
Erb Memorial Union
Registration Begins Tuesday, Sept. 27th
At Noon in the EMU Forum
For Workshops In:

20

CERAMICS
Beginning and
Continuing Pottery

PHOTOGRAPHY

Color, Beginning and
Intermediate B & W,
Experimental

GLASS
Stained Glass, Sandblasting

JEWELRY
Ring/Pendant, Stone Setting

FIBERS

Weaving (Table loom, Tapestry
or Navajo), Basketry, Knitting,
Quilting, Feltmaking

4
PENS, PAINTS, & PAPERS

Drawing, Silkscreen, Calligraphy, Papermaking, Graphic
Communication, Watercolor, Sketchbook Drawing

WOODWORKING
Beginning Woodworking, Relief Carving, Furniture Repair,
Wood Lathe, Butcherblock Cutting Boards

BIKE & SKI REPAIR

Bicycle Maintenance, Commuter Course, Ski Doctor

CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP

Ceramic Sculpture, Drawing

MEMBERSHIP IS $6 PER TERM, OR $1 PER DAY. ’
LOCKERS ARE AVAILABLE :

WE SELL SUPPLIES:
Wood, Silver, Photo Chemicals, Paper, and More!

Craft Center Fall Hours
Monday through Thursday 10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday 12:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL THE
CRAFT CENTER AT 686-4361, OR STOP IN
AND SEE US ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF

THE ERB MEMORIAL UNION.
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