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opinion

Cameras in court

Oregon has joined ofther stales cautiously ex-
penmenting with cameras in the courtroom It is termed
an expenment Decause Of the gross abuses commutied Dy
the media n ™e past provoked 2 San Alrsady the expen-
ment has hit 3 snag that may jeopardize it — but not

courtroom it Dy brillant white ights Iimterac with tangies
of thuck cabie and crowded with bulky tslevison cameras
The courtroom Decame a circus in the best Roman

Although, in deference t0 Droadcast joumalism, it
was the Cieveland newspapers that rsally prejudiced the

new COoOuUrtToOmS |
were Duill with gnobtrusive portals for video cameras In
Fondca 2 wuch of rony was added 10 the Ronnie Zamora
case Zamora accused of murder. said he was brainwash-
&C o The act Dy the habitual wewing of the television
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Youth Brigade disrupted the appeal hearing of Nancy
Whitley, convicted of arson in a 1981 political protest in
the EMU Baliroom. The two were cited contempt and
fined $100.
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aebbie howlett

editor’s note

Decisions, made by consensus, are
strange things. People who nommally shrink
from the responsibilities of making hard-ine
decisions by themselves suddenly deveiop an
avra of bravado, 2 faise sense of invincibility.

Recently | was privwy 1o 2 few year-end
reports from campus committees. | began to
wonder, could this be the way the University is
ran? in 2 flash of horror | realized that if there
are well over 125 committees on campus, a lot
of decisions are only 2 notice of motion away.

But what really gets my gavel is the way
some relatively minor decisions arc handled on
such a grand scale

How about this; “The Traffic Appeals
Board”” This committee decides whether you
deserved the ticket you received for parking
two minutes over your alioted time

By some strange fiuke of nature, everyone
| spoke with had a story about the traffic ap-
peals board. “They didn't believe my meter
wasn't working,” moaned one of my friends,
who is $4 poorer | didn't either

in all truthfulness, is it necessary to have
Six pecople decide about $47 That's about 66
cents a committee member.

“The Student Health Service Advisory,”
whach advises the director of the health center
on “policies and procedures” according 10 an

that the U.S. Patent Office’s job?

How about the ROTC Advisory committee?
They “advise the President, the faculty and the
military department on the ROTC program ™
reads the handy description flyer on University
committees — “well actually they advise the
department about scholarships,” says Kappy
Eaton, the Bureau of Governmental Affairs
librarian and a dedicated committee woman.

| nominate Chaney Ryan.

How about the “Campus Planning Com-
mittee?” The big decisions they make each
year have to do with buildings. landscaping,
parking and traffic. Each is given a goiden
shovel. It is rumored that several of the commit-
tee members travel around campus with leather
bags full of pine seeds.

Some people will do anything for tenure.

With well over 130 committees on
everything from academic advising to radiation
safety, it's hard to decide which is my favorite
But I've managed to narrow it down to the one
committee that exemplifies the spirit of shared
decision making.

But it is somewhat of a secret.

It isn’t mentioned in our handy committee
gescription paper. €aton — you remember, the

It is the Committee on Committees. Has a nice
ring, don't you think?

But before | take an editorial stand that the
University shouid banish all comniittees. | have
to talk to our Editorial Board, but damn it, seven
people ~an never agree on anything.

inadequate for inadequate and outdated — if
as

you visit the ‘“‘stacks”

Last summer | visited the

concentrated  University of Nevada and saw
their new facility,
outmoded heating 1RO I““;h:cmon-

art. Ambient lighti alumni benevolence beyond
disasterous 10 the eyssight. N8 range of athletic. facil
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there are no large size copy priorities should be

erew Sia | machines for large joumnal ar ) Qiv money for
ks ticles. No typing room to ac- Mumm
commodate students and rather than Erd Memorial
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