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Life Flight is one of several helicopter rescue systems that deliver emergency pa 
tients to Sacred Heart Hospital. 

Chopper gives lift of life 
By Melissa Martin 

Of tha Em*ratd 

Second3 after the Life Flight touch- 
ed the Sacred Heart Hospital heliport 
Thursday afternoon, Portland nurse 

Julie Molin jumped from the 

helicopter, unloaded the stretcher and 
with the help of interns and med-techs, 
rushed the heart patient six floors 
down to the emergency ward. 

It was just the lift the heart patient 
needed. The young woman was 

transferred to Eugene from a Lebanon 
hospital after her doctor radioed 
Emanual Hospital’s Life Flight in 
Portland. 

“It is always in the back of your mind 
that a few minutes of delay could cost 
a life,” says lead pilot Mark Hohstadt, 
who lives "close to his ship" in an 

apartment by the Portland hospital 
helipad 

The Life Flight helicopter Hohstadt 
pilots is leased from Evergreen 
Heiicopters and is worth (800,000, he 
says. 

While Hohstadt was preparing for 
his return trip to Portland, Eugene 
rescue pilot Joe Murphy flew over the 
heliport. 

The Lite Flight, which employs three 
pilots and six nurses, is ,ust one of 

the helicopter rescue systems that use 

the Sacred Heart Heliport. 
Anyone in viewing distance of the 

heliport can see the air ambulance land 
and hear the fiberglass rotor blades 

beating like the wings of a giant 
mechanical bird. 

But grounded spectators can’t catch 
the excitement Hohstadt says comes 

with the job. 
“One of the greatest feelings in the 

world is to see a patient that was in 
critical condition walk into the office," 
Hohstadt says. He keeps in touch with 

patients he has transported in the 

helicopter and often visits them after 

they recover. 
"I’m always ready for an emergen- 

cy," says Murphy, who has been flying 
helicopters with Bohemia for fire 

fighting, construction and logging 
work in the Eugene area for more than 
ten years. 

Two weeks ago Murphy transported 
a victim 80 miles from civilization to 

medical attention at Sacred Heart. 

“Rocky logging roads are a tough spot 
to get somebody out,” he says. 

Such a rescue mission costs the vic- 
tim about $475, Murphy says. The Life 

Flight pilot says he charges a $300 lift- 
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KINKO’S 

GIFT IDFAS 
Choose from our fine 

selection of 
• Coffee & Teas 
• Coffee Grinders 
• Espresso Pots 
• Imported Candy 
• Colorful Mugs 

Open 7 Days 860 E. 13th 

NEED A 
RIDE 
HOME? 

Take a bus to 
SAN FRANCISCO! 

Departs at 8 p.m. on June 8th 

$4500 one way 

For information phone: 342-1661 
The Darren Berg Tour Corporation 

1065 High Street • Eugene, OR 97401 

OAKWAY CINEMA 
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NOW SHOWING _ 

IT S TIME TO FEEL 
GOOD AGAIN 

Y 
Neil Simon’s 

MAX 
DUGAN 

RETURNS 
20th CENTURY-FOX FILMS GS 
THIS COUPON WILL 

ADMIT TWO FOR THE 
PRICE OF ONE 

ADMISSION • S2.00 
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