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Hatchet wielding Hindus 
butcher 1,000 Moslems 

NEW DELHI, India (AP) — Hindu tribesmen wielding hat- 

chets, spears, machetes and old firearms butchered between 
600 and 1,000 Moslem villagers for defying an election boycott 
in violence-tom Assam state, witnesses reported Sunday. 

The latest accounts reaching New Delhi from the remote 
northeastern state said the tribesmen rampaged through 17 

villages in the Nellie district of central Assam on Friday, stab- 

bing, shooting and mutilating helpless victims, identified as 

Moslem settlers from neighboring Bangladesh. 
Estimates of the killing varied widely, and foreign jour- 

nalists are barred from the area. But the death toll from 18 days 
of political and ethnic violence sparked by the elections will 

pass 1,000 if authorities confirm even the more moderate 
estimates of the carnage in the Nellie district and a Feb. 13 
massacre in Gohpur, northeastern Assam. 

“The victims, mostly women and children, were hacked to 
death,” said one account by Shekhar Gupta, a reporter for the In- 
dian Express news service. He said “frenzied tribal hordes” 
were responsible. 

“There are few without stab wounds,” Gupta wrote in a 

dispatch from the main Assam city of Gauhati. “There are 

women and children with disfigured faces... children hobbling 
about with gaping wounds in their stomachs. Paddy fields bet- 
ween Nellie and the affected villages are strewn with thirsty and 
exhausted wounded, their wounds smeared with mud." 

The government deployed soldiers in the area Sunday to 
bolster police forces attempting to stop the violence. Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi also announced she would tour the state 
Monday. The prime minister’s aides said reporters would not be 
permitted to accompany Mrs. Gandhi. 

EPA head weds other fed head 
wasminu i un (Arj — Anne 

Gorsuch, the head of the En- 
vironmental Protection Agen- 
cy, took time out Sunday from 
her battle with Congress to 
marry Robert Burford, director 
of the federal Bureau of Land 
Management. 

The 40-year-old bride and 
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tne ei-year-oio Dnaegroom 
were wed at a ceremony per- 
formed by U.S. District Judge 
Thomas Hogan at the federal 
courthouse in Washington, ac- 

cording to Rusty Brashear, a 

spokesman for the bride. 
Brashear said that 

henceforth Gorsuch would be 
known as Anne McGill 
Burford. 

It was the second marriage 
for each of the Burfords, who 
served together in the Col- 
orado House of Represen- 
tatives during the 1970s. 

Brashear said the Burfords 
“will live at the domicile (in 
suburban Virginia) now oc- 

cupied by Gorsuch” along 
with her two sons and a 

daughter, Neil, 15, Stephanie, 
13, and J.J., 10. 

There were no plans for an 
immediate honeymoon. 
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