
Off-beat news labels KLCC 

Come in to register for "The Big Heart" 

drawing upstairs in the Book Dept. 
You re going to love this 3 foot red satin heart pillow. 

couldn't be easier! 

Drawing will be Feb. I Ith 

13th & Kincaid 
Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30 

DKStSre Sat 10:00-3:00 
General Books 686-3510 

inwer*ary APPEARING 
At The International (Shilo Inn) 

3350 Gateway, Springfield, OR. 

2 SHOWS 7:30 pm and 10:30 pm 

Tickets are $6.50 Advance, $7.50 Day of Show 

Tickets available at EMU Main Desk, Everybodys Records, Shuberls Sound 
and Lighting, and the Shilo Inn 

Hurry, as seating is limited 

News director 
seeks listener 
participation 

By Randy Malat 
Ol th* Emerald 

The philosophy of KLCC 
news, unique on local air- 
waves for the range and depth 
of coverage it allows, is 
reflected by the attitude Don 
Hein brings to his work. 

“I’m curious,” says Hein, in 
his fifth year as news director. 
“I’m trying to find out 
something more about 
somebody else. 

“I want my listeners to have 
as many different points of 
view thrown at them as I can 
find in the community. That’s 
one of the reasons I've been 
able to get a large staff. KLCC 
has always made people in the 
community community 
reporters. Every KLCC reporter 
is a pair of ears, a curiosity 
module floating around town, 
asking questions, finding out 
stuff.” 

If the increasing support 
from local business under- 
writers and a steadily growing 
list of listeners is any indica- 
tion, the community approves 
of what KLCC 89.7 FM is 
doing. 

The mutually rewarding rela- 
tionship seems to grow with 
age. KLCC has responded to 
the success of its fundraising 
and to other indications of 
listener satisfaction with an 
eclectic selection of music 
not found in commercial radio, 
and “alternative” news and 
public affairs programming 
that accounts for 20 percent of 
its air time. 

About 25 volunteers join 
Hein and Greg Harris, host of 
News from the Northwest Cor- 
ner, on the news and public af- 
fairs staff. When faced with a 

miserly local economy, 
energetic people are perhaps 
more inclined to devote their 
time to a financially unre- 

warding, but creatively stim- 
ualating endeavor. 

Judging by the staff’s en- 

thusiasm, the reportorial 
freedom and marketable ex- 

perience that KLCC news ex- 

changes for that time and 
energy is a compelling lure. 
They often speak of KLCC 
news in glowing terms, like 
converts to a faith that has 
given a sense of self-identity 
and a measure of self- 
fulfillment. 

Maggie O’Grady, who 
reports on human rights 
issues and contributes to 
Women’s Night Out, a Sunday 
evening progam, regards her 
role at KLCC idealistically. 

“Most important to me is 

Photo by Jonathan Siegle 
KLCC news director Don Hein at the Hult Center opening. 

just getting out the issues that 
I think are important,” she 
says. "Cultural diversity is 
what’s important to me. The 
only way you challenge 
yourself is to be constantly ex- 

posed to as many different 
people as possible.” 

"Why I continue to work 
there has a lot to do with 
Don,” says John Cooney, who 
spends the late hours every 
Saturday and the early hours 
Sunday putting together a 
news show composed of 
short-wave transmissions 
from around the world. 

"He’s got an uncanny sense 
of what he should be doing. As 
long as there’s creative energy 
he's not going to get in the 
way. 

“The Sunday morning pro- 
gram Cooney says, "lets 
both of us stretch out and see 
how much we can push per- 
sonal freedom on the radio. 
The idea is to present a world 
view, what’s happened on the 
planet, without giving weight 
to the typical North American 
news situations. I feel there’s 
too much weight put on our 

culture, and an ignoring of 
other people’s culture.” 

Hein speaks of his role with 
self-satisfied modesty. 

“I’m concerned about libel, 
fairness and that we’re cover- 

ing the kind of things that have 
to be covered,” he says. 
“Beyond that, I leave it to my 
reporters to do the covering. I 
respect their abilities. A lot of 
times I don’t agree with the 
story they come back with. But 
I’m not going to change it. I’ll 

take the credit for creating an 
environment in which the 
volunteers can take gratifica- 
tion for what they do." 

A station management 
policy that’s supportive of the 
news department rounds out 
the equation. 

“He’s able to maintain a 

good working atmosphere in 
the news deportment on a day- 
to-day basis. He’s a warm per- 
son. He’s friendly," says sta- 
tion Manager Jon Schwartz. 
"He’s also able to make 
touchy decisions. He works 
hard to maintain fairness and 
balance in the news." 

KLCC’s reputation 
outranges its transmitters and 
has paid dividends to a 

number of volunteers Hein has 
seen come and go. 

JUST WHAT YOUR HEART DESIRES 

I ^ T-SHIRTS SALE 
sale ends Feb. 12, 1983 

Yellow T-shirt, multi-color 
design, adult sizes 

reg. *7.95 $5.77 

Gray T-shirt 
with green, 
gold design 
reg. ‘7.50 

*5.29 Come in today for all your heart*s desires 

Gray Sweat Shirt 
with green trim, 

adult sizes 
reg. *17.95 

*11.88 


