Business group files suit against SOSC

A 820 million suit was filed
Friday against Southern Oregon
State College by a group of
Ashland business people over
the tax-exempt college’s refusal
to stop housing tourists and
other non-students involved in
activities at the school

The main problem is the
Oregon Shakespearean Fes-
tival, which attracts hundreds of
people to the town of Ashland
They come primarily in the
summer to see the repertory of
plays presented by the festival

The college often houses
charter groups during the sum-
mer months when the residence
halls are not filled with students

The 15 business people sued
SOSC in circuit court in Salem,
where attorney Doug Vande
Griend said he also would seek
a preliminary injunction to bar
the college from providing
rooms, food and other services
to non-students

Spokesman Leo Jansen,
owner of the White Motel in
Ashland, said the suit came

after negotiations with college
officials broke down. The busi-
ness people claim the school
competes with them unfairly
because it is tax-exempt

Marythea Grebner, a spokes-
woman for the college, said of-
ficials had not yet seen the suit

‘We feel that what we've
done has been helpful to the
community by Dbringing In
groups that would not be com-
ing here otherwise."” Grebner
says

Earlier in the week, an infor-

Court convicts man of fall rape

Philip Wade McClure was
convicted in Lane County Cir-
cuit Court Friday of kidnapping.
raping, sodomizing and robbing
a 19-year-old University student
last fall

McClure, 29, had already
served a 42-month prison sen-
tence on a 1978 rape conviction
before being paroled in June

A 10-man, two-woman jury

deliberated for three hours
before rendering the four ver-
dicts

During the three-day trial, the
victim testified that McClure at-
tacked her on a bike path near
the Willamette River, hit her with
an umbrella and dragged her
into bushes bordering the river

McClure contended that he

was home at the time the attack
was committed

In her testimony, the rape vic-
tim identitied McClure as the
man who attacked her, and she
identified an umbrella, seized by
police from McClure's home, as
the one used in the assault. She
also identified photos of
McClure's battered white
Volkswagen bus as the car she
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mal opinion by the state attor-
ney general’'s office said that
housing summer groups in re-
sidence halls does not jeopar-
dize the college’s tax exempt
status

Ashland has been the site of
the annual Shakespearean fes-
tival, which runs from February
to October, for almost 50 years
It is this southern Oregon town's
biggest industry

The Oregon Shakespearean
Festival is a nonprofit group that
is not affiliated with SOSC

of student

saw near the bike path shortly
before she was raped

Each conviction carries a po-
tential maximum sentence of 20
years imprisonment. A sentenc-
ing date has not yet been set,
but will follow pre-sentence
reports, according to Circuit
Judge James Hargreaves, who
presided over the trnial
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