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Urban leaders meet in L.A.; 
applaud Reagan’s proposal 

LOS ANGELES (AP) Pres Ronald Reagan 
drew the applause of urban leaders Monday for a 

proposed 5-cent boost in the gasoline tax, and 

promised the final installment of his cuts in 

individual income taxes would have a most 

dramatic impact" in pulling the nation to eco- 

nomic recovery 
But Reagan said he has no decision on 

whether to seek a six-month acceleration of the 

10 per cent withholding cut due July We re 

going to talk about it" with congressional leaders 

Tuesday, he said. 
GOP leaders told Reagan he doesn't have the 

votes for a speedup of the final phase of the 

income tax cut But White House spokesman 
Larry Speakes said Reagan talked to key GOP 

members over the weekend, and "consultations 
are continuing." 

Reagan’s message to the National League of 

Cities annual convention was to stand behind his 

long-range economic recovery program and ex- 

pect little in the way of immediate relief He urged 
them to reject, meanwhile, "temporary Band-aids 
and placebos.” 

But he won applause when he promised to 

move quickly on the gas-tax increase, which 

would be spent, in large measure, rebuilding 
mass transit systems The federal gasoline tax is 

now 4 cents per gallon 
Reagan said the cities are “saddled with 

concentrations of our nation's most troubling 
problems, high unemployment, decaying neigh- 
borhoods, grim crime rates, idle industries, erod- 

ing tax bases, and roads and bridges that threaten 

to crumble beneath us 

But Reagan quickly added “I have come 

before you with no magic wand I am fighting in 

Washington to reduce, not increase, the big 
spending that keeps our federal budget badly out 

of balance 

U.S. has proof of chemical warfare 
WASHINGTON (AP) The 

administration said Monday it 

has physical evidence, includ- 

ing a gas mask pulled from the 
head of a dead Soviet soldier, 
that the Soviet Union has used 
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chemical weapons against 
guerrillas in Afghanistan since 

1980 
The State Department said it 

also has reports that the Soviets 
have been contaminating the 

water supplies used by Afghan 
resistance forces, inflicting 
many deaths. 

The department asserted, 
too, that Moscow is continuing 
to supply chemical and toxin 
weapons for use by its Viet- 

namese and Laotian allies in 

Cambodia and Laos, with even a 

few attacks in Thailand 
The evidence from Afghanis- 

tan includes two Soviet gas 
masks bearing traces of toxins 
which cause blistering, nausea, 

vomiting and other symptoms, 
the department said 
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On 11 /18 Inter-varsity 
Christian Fellowship 
received a total of 90 
pledges for a total ot 

$1,425 
That brings the grand 
total for the telefund to 

$34,441 
The most pledges tor one 

night was achieved by 
Alpha Phi Omega and 
Circle K Club with 162 

pledges 
Tonight Delta Delta Delta 
will attempt a new record 

for the total pledges 
received 


