
Brezhnev calls for unity against U.S. adventurism 
MOSCOW (AP) — Pres Leonid Brezhnev, in an 

unusual meeting of senior military and Kremlin officials 
Wednesday, urged a military buildup and better ties 
with China to counter what he called U S adventurism 

Brezhnev reasserted his role as commander-in- 
chief of the Soviet armed forces, heaped praise on 
Defense Minister Dimitri Ustinov and hinted that 
reorganization may be under way in defense industries 
— the responsibility of Andrei Kirilenko who has been 
rumored to have retired due to failing health 

The official Soviet news agency Tass said 

Brezhnev called the meeting at the request of Ustinov, 
who was one of five members of the ruling Politburo 
attending The 76-year-old Kirilenko, who had been 
considered a strong contender to succeed Brezhnev, 
was absent 

Two other possible successors, ex-KGB chief Yuri 

Andropov and Konstantin Chernenko, sat on 

Brezhnev's right; Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko and 
Premier Nikolai Tikhonov sat at his left and Ustinov was 

seated behind him 
Western diplomats said they were unable to explain 

the timing and purpose of the meeting, but they said 

they believed it was to underscore the unity of 
Brezhnev's "collective leadership" and its close ties 
with the Red Army 

The speech lasted 10 minutes and was televised 
The 75-year-old leader read the speech in a strong 
voice, but badly slurred much of it. Cameras avoided 
Brezhnev as he walked to and from the podium 

Brezhnev said that "Washington's aggressive 
policy is threatening to push the world into the 
flames of nuclear war 

" 

SAHALIE 
Natural Foods 

k Holy Shiites, what a ‘celebration’ 
NABATIYEH, Lebanon (AP) 

— Shiite Moslems split their 
scalps with razor blades, then 
beat them with swords to 
increase the bleeding 
Wednesday in a traditional 
observance of the death 13 
centuries ago of one of their 
holiest martyrs 

Thousands chanted before 
the main mosque in this center 
of the Shiite faith in Lebanon as 
the scalps of men, boys and 
dozens of male babies in their 
mothers' arms were sliced open 

on top, where they had been 
shaved, with several quick, 
chopping motions with a 

straight razor. A few women and 
girls also took part 

Then the men and boys beat 
their bleeding heads with the 
flat edges of curved swords as 

they marched in lines around 
the square Torrents of blood 
poured down their faces and 
onto the white sheets that 
covered their bodies 

Mothers patted the bleeding 
heads of their babies with their 
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hands, keeping time with the 
men. One of the babies sucked 
on a pacifier 

The celebration, called 
Ashura. marks the death of 
Imam Hussein in a battle at 
Karbala, Iraq, in the year 680. 
Shiite tradition has it that Iraqis 
encouraged Hussein to lay 
claim to the caliphate of Islam, 
then failed to support him and 
thus were responsible for his 
death 

With about 950,000 
adherents, the Shiites are the 

largest Moslem sect in 
Lebanon, and Ashura rites were 
held in several other towns But 
the largest and most frenzied 
was at Nabatiyeh, in south 
central Lebanon 

Many in the March wore 

pendants displaying the portrait 
of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 
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On 10/25. the SURC 
(Student University 

Relations Committee) 
received 123 pledges 
tor a total of $2,110 

That brings the grand 
total for the telefund to 

$16,233 
The most pledges for 

one night was 

acheived by Mortar & 
Druids with 145 

pledges 
Tonight the ASUO will 
attempt to set a new 

record for the toal 
pledges received 


