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opinion

Register-Guard fails
a test of objectivity

Without wanting to launch a “media war'' between
Eugene's two daily newspapers, we feel a series that ap-
peared in the Eugene Register-Guard earlier this week
warrants a little scrutiny.

The three-part series, written by Guard reporter Mike
Stahiberg and published in the Sunday, Monday and Tues-
day editions of the paper, purports to take an in-depth look at
the two Fourth District Congressional candidates — Jim
Weaver and Ross Anthony.

The articles focus on Weaver's effectiveness in Con-
gress, Anthony's background and idealism and the charges
and counter-charges that have been flying between the two
candidates for weeks

To us, the articles appear to be more of a hatchet job on
the feisty, four-term congressman than an objective look at
the two politicians.

One University journalism professor (admittedly a
Democrat) said he would have flunked a student who turned
in such a series.

Tactics like the unnamed sources in the Weaver article,
the emphasis on Anthony's "impressive’” health project in
Nepal (which was conceived, funded and critiqued by
Anthony), and the misleading treatment of Anthony's cam-
paign financing all appear to bend — if not break — common
standards of objectivity.

In the Anthony article, folks from his past came forward to
sing the praises of "a good guy who has his heart in the right
place — who wants to better the world."

In the Weaver aiticle, nearly every quote castigates the
representative for superficial personality flaws that sup-
posedly cripple his effectiveness in Congress.

There are other "questicnables.”
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defend University interests

Last Saturday | went to can-
vass against Ballot Measure 3 —
the property tax limitation mea-
sure modelled on California’s
Proposition 13. Proposition 13
has caused enough damage in
California — a state with a huge
budget surplus when “13" was
passed

It would be devastating in
Oregon, and not just for the
schools, police and public ser-

of pleasant and open-minded
citizens wiiling to accept the
literature | was distributing and
listen to a few arguments
against Measure 3.

With the latest polls showing
voters statewide favoring the
measure by a five to three mar-
gin, that was encouraging. But
just as important for me was the
opportunity to escape the Ivory
Tower for a while, and interact

There are still two weeks until
the election. It is a little late, but
there is still time to make a dif-
ference in a number of contests
on the Nov. 2 ballot.

There will be another leaflet-
ting against Ballot Measure 3 on
Saturday, Oct. 30. There are
local legislative candidates like
Margie Hendriksen who have
been strong defenders of the
University. You could work on
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