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Eddie Murphy
Breaks Into The
Bigéer Time

BY Biii BRAUNSTEIN

AMerica s astest risin oung comedian is just a few minues away from nas

ing the living bejeezus kicked our of him. Quietly tucked away in a claus
trophoe dressing room on A lowntown Los Angeles [rarRIng lot taken aver
bv the crew ramount Pictures’ 48 HRS is funnvman Eddie Murphy. Mur
phy, whose only previous screen aj arances are Of the welevision variety as
the only e st of the third incarnation of Satwrday Nigiv Live, will
soon be engaged in cinematic Hsticutts

he scene s to noi sle ilevway bedecked with v neon to
make it resemble i 0 WCESCO street, "We got righi ot start of the
fight last night vas a subdued Murphy, dressed in his char s Armant
glen plad suit, waiting for darkness to tall, " Got right to the point where 1
throw the first punch But by then the 1 WS coming

Murphy vick on the part uch and smiles. Behind him, hangi
in iy et i pair of worn 1 s an denim overcoat that he
would un ibtedly feel more conilor in v all, Eddie Murphy is 21

| WIe represcnt thie

longest period of tn h ever beet

Yet, here is Edd turphy, starcing inoa big budget motion picture, oppo
Site a muajor st . e, being directed by Hollvwoosd vereran Walter Hill
Falk abxoun ( [ His first comedy album, Eddie Maoplny, had been
released e | He was scheduled o do Johnny Carson's
nfeht Shi wext day Chis third appearance on the Lee night Kingpin s

show), He had | ht a black Mercedes, his rth car, the previous week

And this S W sarted s third seaso the show that began e all

for him, a show | I50 Seatvaredery Night Live

After g vear as a second string “feature” plaver during SNL's ill-Bred 1980
B1 season, Murphy helped take the show o new heights with brithant and
crazily anginal charactenizations when he was tinally allowed o orn e all
laose Last season. Armed with a brash cockiness and o veritable hwndey Hst of
Impersonatons an b Characte: he began his comedy march oft the
beaten Laugh track with parodies ol Buckwhear, of Little Rascal fume, Velvet
Jones, a jive talking huckster; Mr. Robinson, the gheto's answer 1o the clean
as-white-bread Mre. Rogers, and Gilm oritic Raheem Abdul Mubammed, who
defiantly asks why Shaft was never nominated for an Oscan

Murphy's impersonations are equally on targer, with the barbs leaving
figure untouched. Some people even say that fus humor has a mean streak
that he can be mercilessly cruel Take, for instance, a sketch he Jid Last season
portrayving Mubammad Al as a punch drunk, disonented old man here w
his soultul James Brown, dressed i corly red wig, singing Annie’s “The Sun
Will Come Out Tomorrow. " His Little Richard Simmons s two parodies tor
the price of one. And then there was the intimous Larey the Lobster sketch
where a taxedosdressed Murphy invited viewers 1o vote whether he should
Kill the crustacean on live TV (To his dismay, the lobster was allowed o live)

I dont dey easy comedy s Murphy, "THE o anvtbing: thar is oot tabod 1o
mess with, Like, T won't do jokes on religion or the shooting ol the pope or
Martin Luther King's death That Kingd of thiog But people wanch Scutreredeny
Nieht Live o see outrageous things. They want (o see shocking stafl thie they
didn’t know vou could do on television. And that's the stuff they remembet

For the past three months, however Murphy has had 1o be coment o pliy
only one character, that of Re st Hlaommond, a convir sprang from k] Tor 48
hours to help a cop played by Nick Nolte find some convicts that have mut
dered a wave of policemen. During the scene thar will be shot tondght, Mur
phy and Nolte, after spending the day together, ave fed up with each other
Nolte decides to let Murphy know he means business by trving o wipe the
street with him

A knock on the dressing  room
willks Out OF the dre LM

howike il

door signals he's needed on the set. He
ind down the seedy street, where hustlors
wve come o warch the excitement. OIT-dury
policemen have n hieed o patrol the area and an occastonal backiire rom
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