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Another step in collecting proof is to get the 
problem verified by a housing inspector Ray 
Willard, director of housing inspection at Housing 
and Community Conservation, encourages ten- 
ants to call HCC if they suspect that housing 
codes are being violated 

'Usually tenants don't know what code viola- 
tions are," he explains "It's best that they call an 
inspector who can tell them if it sounds like a code 
violation and then arrange to have it inspected 
and confirmed." 

Effective since Oct 5, 1973, the landlord- 
tenant act is explicit in most areas of tenants' 
concerns. Whether a rental contract is written or 
oral, there are certain limitations imposed by the 
law 

Before signing a lease, one should make sure 
that all terms of agreement are thoroughly 
covered There is no government agency that will 
enforce a tenant's rights — tenants' and 
landlords' rights are enforced by a rental 
agreement By law. a landlord must give the 
tenant l copy of the agreement 

The tenant must be informed of all rules and 
regulations at the beginning of his her tenancy. 
No rules may be changed after then without the 
written consent of the tenant or until the tenant's 
term or lease has expired In addition, a rule 
cannot be enforced unless it a) provides for the 
welfare, safety and convenience of the tenants, 
protects the landlord's property, or provides for a 
fair distribution of service, b) is clear, applies to all 
tenants equally, and relates to the purpose for 
which it expresses, and c) is not for the purpose of 
allowing the landlord to neglect his her respon- 
sibilities 

At the beginning of tenancy, a deposit, fee, 
and or advanced rent payment may be required 
Deposits are to protect the landlord from a tenant 
who could potentially breach the terms of the 
contract 

A deposit is refundable, depending on the 
tenant's compliance with clearly specified condi- 
tions A deposit must be refunded to the tenant 
within 30 days of termination of tenancy along 
with a written statement of all reasons and costs 
of deductions (which may not include normal 
wear and tear) A fee is a charge for some kind of 
service the landlord performs There are no limits 
on how high a fee may be, and it is not refundable. 

Generally, the rent is payable at the time and 

i 

place that the tenant and the landlord agree upon 
Rent may not be increased without a 30-day 
written notice from the landlord 

The following is a list of landlord and tenant 
obligations in sharing the responsibility of main- 
taining a decent dwelling It was drawn up by the 
Oregon Student Public Interest Research Group 
through its study of the law. actual cases, and 
interviews with lawyers 

THE TENANT SHOULD 
• use the dwelling unit only as a dwelling 
• use facilities and parts of the dwelling in a 

reasonable manner, and in the manner for which 
they were intended 

• keep areas under his her control clean and 
sanitary 

• conduct him herself and his her visitors in a 
manner that does not disturb the neighbors 
(Tenants are responsible for the actions of their 
guests) 

• not purposefully damage or remove any part 
of the premises 

• test smoke alarms in dwelling 
THE LANDLORD SHOULD PROVIDE 

• a weather and waterproof exterior, roof, 
walls, windows and doors 

• maintained plumbing facilities which comply 
with the law 

• a water supply approved by the law which 
produces hot and cold running water, has proper 
fixtures, and is properly connected to a sewage 
system 

• adequate, approved heating facilities in 
working order 

• approved electric lighting, wiring and equip- 
ment, maintained and in working order 

• clean and sanitary premises which are free 
from rodents and vermin 

• adequate garbage receptacles 
• floors, walls, ceilings, stairs and railings that 

are in good repair 
• safety from fire, which includes the install- 

ment of smoke detectors 
• working locks to all outside doors, locks to 

doors that require keys 
• working latches for all windows that open, 

unless prohibited by fire or safety laws 
For more details on the Oregon Residential 

Landlord and Tenant Act, contact ASUO Off- 
Campus Housing (EMU, Suite 3) and pick up a 

copy of The OSPIRG Renter’s Handbook. 
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Ignore them 
and they will 

go away 

Teeth Cleaning, Exam 
and 

X-Rays as needed 

$25 
Will Morningsun, D.D.S. 
Thomas R. Huhn, D.D.S. 
Sarah Hollander, D.M.D. 

call for appointment 
746-6517 

'/i mdes from campus, next to Bike Patti 

528 Mill St., Springfield 

Now Serving 
Wine and Beer 

Celebrate with 

your new 

friends at 

$1off 
any regularly priced pitcher 

of domestic beer 

801 E. 13th Street Expires 10/7/82 

A College Degree 
and"no plans? 

J5»come a 

Lawyer's Assistant 
The UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO, in cooperation with the 
National Center for Paralegal Training, offers an intensive 
12 or 36 week LAWYER'S ASSISTANT PROGRAM. This Pro- 
gram will enable you to put your education to work as a 
skilled member of the legal team 

* Specialties offered in the following fields: 
Generalist (Evenings only) Estates, Trusts & Wills 
Litigation Corporations & Real Estate 

• ABA Approved 
• Internship 
• Employment Assistance 

For a free brochure about this career opportunity 
call (714) 293-4579 or mail the coupon below to: 

lg> University of San Dtetp 
Lawyer’s Assistant Program 

Name_, 

Address 

Room 318, Serra Hall 
San Diego, CA 92110 

U0 

State. Zip 

Fall 1982—Day 
Sept. 20—Dec. 10. 1982 
Fall 1982—Evening 
Sept. 30—June 23, 1983 

Spring 1983—-Day 

Phone 
□ 
□ Spring 1983—Evening I | 

March 1—Nov. 22, 1983 |_| 
| | Summer 1983—Day I 1 

Feb. 7—May 6, 1983 |_| June 6—Aug. 19, 1983 | | 
The University of San Diego does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, sex, color, religion, age, national origin, 
ancestry, or handicap in its policies and programs. 


