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The quarterback question

Kevin Lusk hopes he’s the Ducks answer

By Dan Buckwalter
Of the Emeraid

If this season were to be labeled one of
redemption for the Oregon Ducks, and it easily
could be, then it may be a year of redemption
for Kevin Lusk as well.

Lusk, Oregon's fifth-year senior quarter-
back, has weathered the same peaks and
valleys the Duck program has, during his
career. Like the Oregon team, Lusk was near
the top his game two seasons ago, before it all
came crumbling down in last year's sea of
losses.

Lusk's story is perhaps the best known of
any of the players on the current roster. He is
the same quarterback, who as a sophomore
during Oregon's remarkable string of upsets in
a probation year, sparkied in the shadow of
Reggie Ogburn, helping the Ducks to a star-
tling 6-3-2 mark

After that memorable season, Lusk inherited
the starting role from a graduated Ogburn with
the promise from coach Rich Brooks of better
things to come; perhaps a bow! bid. For Lusk,
that physically and emotionally painful year
was played with a bum knee (the result of
surgery prior to the season), a broken nose,
and a sore throwing shoulder

badly crippled with injuries that different
players were shuffled in and out almost weekly
At the same time he was trying to guide the
Ducks through the new Power | offense. All of
which left the Ducks with a 2-9 record, no bowl
bid, a large question mark at quarterback and
no more fearless forecasts from Brooks

Lusk, for now, has answered the quarter-
back question, winning the job outright in
spring drills. He reported to two-a-day drills
with a clean bill of health. The offensive line,
which took its share of heat last fall, is also
sound entering the season.

Now, with the season underway, Lusk sets
out to prove his sophomore year (he complet-
ed 64 percent of his passes) was not a decep-
tion and that his junior year (49 percent) was a
fluke

“I've been here five years,” Lusk said prior
to two-a-days. "'Experience has to show. It's up
to me to bring it out. It's a matter of improving
We all had problems last year."

Brooks knows firsthand the problems that
beseiged Lusk and the offensive line a year
ago. He has stressed all through preseason
practices the need for improvement on the line
and at quarterback so that Oregon's defense,
statistically near the top of the Pac-10 for the
first half of last season, may rest itself
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He also played behind an unsettled line so

Continued on page 13
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WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES T(
ALL NEW AND RETURNING STUDENTS:

ALS 101: “Introduction to University Study”: Students who are
concerned about their academic reading, researching, writing,
and general study skills may benefit from participating in this
class. This 3-credit course, which gives students an academic
orientation to the University, is particularly helpful for new
students.

MATH & WRITING LAB: On a first come, first serve basis our
drop-in labs can provide help and assistance in either of these
subjects. Qualified students can effectively help you improve
your understanding at no cost to you!

SPEED READING WORKSHOP: The amount of reading at the
University can sometimes be overwhelming to new students.
This course is designed to help you increase both your speed
and comprehension in academic reading. $30 covers both
materials and instructional time.

*Standardized Test Preparation Workshops
(for GRE, GMAT, LSAT, & SAT)
*Grammar Review Workshop
*Individual academic counseling by appointment
For more information about the LRC, feel free to stop by.

IN ADDITION, WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

B r0w n Continued from page 11

one. He rushed for over 1,000
yards and was named all-league
at tailback.

He redshirted his first year to
add some bulk to his 6-0, 160
pound frame. By the time he was
to start playing a year later
Brown was up to 180 pounds
and ready to make a significant
contribution to the Duck pro-
gram

Tennis is far removed from
the athletic agenda these days
Brown won the Sacramento city
prep doubles title one year in
high school and his father
wanted him to advance tennis to
the college level. But Brown has
no regrets being on the level
he’s on now in football - an elite
group of preseason all-Amer-
icans from around the country

“l enjoy playing tennis very
much,”" he says. "But | don't

have regrets playing football. |
just wanted to do something
athletic.”

In his five years at Oregon,
Brown has seen plenty of highs
and lows, from scandals and
subsequent probation to a
trouncing of the Rose Bowl-
bound Washington Huskies in
Seattle

The lows seem to stand out
though

""Being on probation, the ac-
tual losing, it's hard to take,”
said Brown. “But if you're ever
going o do well in life, you're
going to have to learn from your
mistakes and capitalize on
them."

Brown has certainly capi-
talized on any mistakes he's
made. In his freshman year,
Brown picked off two crucial
passes late in the game as

Oregon held off Cal, 19-14. In
his junior season, Brown inter-
cepted a fourth quarter pass
and raced 36 yards for a touch-
down to cap the 34-10 win over
Washington which put athornin
the Huskies Rose Bowl season

All are good memories, ones
that fans will treasure. But for
Brown, it was the 6-5 and 6-3-2
seasons he'll remember most
and it's those seasons that he
will have a hand in this year
trying to duplicate

Everybody was in good spirits
when we were winning,”’ said
Brown. "'| came from a high
schoo! that never won (1-10 his
senior year). That's why | trea-
sure every win."

Brown hopes to treasure
more wins and even better
memories this season

STUDENT RATES

For todays actrve student, the Y
offers the mast modern drversified
recreation facdity m town. Racquet

ball, tennes, swommmmng, weyeht room,
spa facihites and more, all withn a
few blocks of the U of (. Member

thip discount on all finess classes

Ak about our comvement bank dvaf?
membership plan

For membership information cail
086 YMCA. Hours Mon. - Sat. 6
am. - 10 pm., Sunday Noon - 9
pom
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We're located in the lower level of Friendly Hall. Or call FAMILY YMCA
Samiee 2055 Patterson
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