
theater review 

Mamet’s ‘The Woods;’ an ORT bore 
By Jonathan Seigle 

Oi *h« Emerald 

ORT is to be praised for bringing new 
theater to Eugene Yet their selection of 
David Mamet's "The Woods" is a bust 
It’s just not a good play 

Time was that a playwright had to go to 
New York for exposure Thanks to 
regional theaters in such places as 
Providence, Louisville, or Minneapolis, 
new writers are paying their dues and 
gaining acceptance outside saturated 
New York Nowhere is this more evident 
than Chicago where a whole slew of 
talented playwrights are making it a real 
theater town Leading them is David 
Mamet 

"The Woods," however, is not 
Mamet's best It's not even Mamet's 
good It's trite, shallow, and worst of all 
boring 

Two very uninteresting people leave 
the city for a deep country tryst The 
potential is there for tough theater Two 
people with little to do but talk A writer's 
delight. But Ruth and Nicholas are far 
from delightful 

It's an actors play With no real action 
to distract, each word, each speech must 
be carefully conceived It's all the cast 
has to do: talk Yet it's painfully obvious 
from the very beginning that director 
Robert Webb and his cast do not under- 
stand this. 

The show begins with Webb delivering 
a brief description of what the audience 
is to expect What sort of show needs 
that? He concludes with a question. 

What is it that makes relationships 
work?’’ It's clear that he believes this 
relationship is somehow normal, that the 
answer to his question will be revealed 
before the show is over It’s not 

Nicholas is selfish, insecure, and im- 
mature He wants the world on his terms 
When he doesn't get it. he meows like a 
whipped dog Ruth is more believable 
She's sentimental and loving She's 
willing to overlook Nicky 's faults because 
she believes she loves him But she's 
more in love with the idea than with Nick 
What kind of woman could love such a 

pasty little twerp? Neither are very at- 
tractive 

The idea of making a love story out of 
unattractive people is intriguing Paddy 
Chayevsky made unattractive Marty 
memorable Mamet's script is not 
memorable, it's painful. 

Nevertheless, even a bad script can be 
saved by creative and dramatic staging 
However. Webb's direction is flat, and 
the acting uninspired 

Sue Schroeder as Ruth has some ex- 
cellent moments. She understands a 

woman s dilemma, loving a man no one 
else could She has spirit and energy 
She's at her best when she’s emotional, 
but when she is not, it’s clear she’s 
acting. ORT’s intimate surroundings 
make it difficult for an actor to show such 
seams At times I wasn't sure whether 
Schroeder was Ruth or not 

Bill Reid is thoroughly unbelievable as 
Nick. He says “I come up here and I see 

things," but he doesn’t A fish jumped, he 
exclaims, but he hasn't seen it. Nicholas 
is supposed to be turned in, but Reid 
carries it so far he's a turn off 

This is not a show to see, expecially if 
you love new theater At one point Ni- 
cholas asks "What're we doing here? We 
can't know ourselves." Too true I 
thought the same thing myself. 

ORT has done better and is sure to do 
better 

But this is not good work 

Maps 
to Guide 

your Getaway. 
Getting away for awhile? Don’t forget one of 
the most important tools for outdoor people. 
Maps The University Bookstore is a United 
States Geological Survey Map dealer and we 
have the lowest priced USGS maps around 
We have hundreds of Oregon Maps, so it's 
easy to discover you own getaway place 

*USGS Topographical Maps 
Special Now: $1.25 

• Hundreds of Titles 7V*—15' 
• Special order any USGS map $1.69 

♦Thermal Springs & Wells 
of Oregon $4.25 

* Bike Maps 
• Lane County $2.50 
• Eugene NEW! $1.50 

*City Maps 
• Eugene 
• Albany 
• Salem 
• Seattle 
• San Francisco 
• Los Angeles 

♦Temporary Sale! 
• Hubbard 3-D maps (select areas) 

reg. $12.95 Now $5.99 
Other Hubbard maps at $7.99 

• Pittmon County Maps 
Reg $2.49 Now $1.75 

$1.00—$1.95 
$2.25 
$2.25 
$1.00 
$1.00 
$1.00 

r TIRED OF WAITING FOR YOUR PICTURES? 

nowr 

Your pictures from your roll of COLOR PRINT FILM will be ready 
THE NEXT DAY, in most cases (see schedule below). If you come 
in and your order is not ready, we'll give you a roll of KODAK 
COLOR PRINT FILM FREE! 

This offer applies to: C-41 Process, sizes 110, 126, and 135. Slide 
and movie film not included. 

OUR 
GUARANTEE 

TO YOU! 
If you haven't been satisfied with 
the service and quality of your 
film developing in the past, give 
us a try! 
You'll be satisifed, or y.our 

MONEY BACK 

FILM LEFT ON 

MONDAY 
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

WILL BE BACK 

TUESDAY 
WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 
MONDAY 

v_y 

irav TT'r| -aJ 
12 Exposure 

Developing and Printing | 
• 12 exposure color print film 

developed and printed 041 process 110, 126 or 1351 
size only 
Standard print 

OFFER GOOD THRU 8-31-02 

$1.00 Off 

COUPON MUST ACCOMPANY order 

SUPER VALUE COUPON 
36 Exposure 

Developing and Printing | 
• 36 exposure color print flirt 

developed and printed 
• 110, 126 or 135 size (C-41 pro- 

cess only) 
• Standard print 

OFFER GOOD THRU G-31-02 | 
$3.00 Off 

COUPON MUST ACCOMPANYORDIR 

SUPER VALUE COUPON 
■n 24 Exposure 

Developing and Printing | 
24 .xposur. coloc print film 
developed end printed 

110. 120 or 1361 041 i 
Size only 
Standard print 

^ OFFER GOOD THRU S-31-S2 | 
- $2.00 Off 

COUPON must ACCOMPANY order 

Offer expires 8-31-82 

UO 
BOOKSTORE 

13th and Kincaid 
M-F 8:15-5:30 
Closed Saturday 

Textbooks 6RS-3S20 General Rooks MS-3510 
Supplies 686-4331 


