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From Associated Press reports 

Israeli troops 
invade Lebanon 
BEIRUT 

Israeli troops and tanks in- 
vaded southern Lebanon under 
cover of air and naval strikes 
Sunday in a massive search- 
and-destroy mission against 
Palestinian guerilla strong- 
holds Syria said its forces in 
Lebanon were in “direct con- 

frontation" with the invaders, 
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raising the spectre of a new 

Middle East war 

The United States joined a 

unanimous demand^Sunday 
night by the United Nations 
Security Council that Israel 
"withdraw all its military forces 
forthwith and unconditionally" 
from Lebanon 

The 15-nation council re- 

newed its call of Saturday for an 

end to the hostilities and direct- 
ed both sides to advise U N 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar within 24 hours of 
their acceptance of the resolu- 
tion. 

An estimated 20,000 Israeli 
troops and hundreds of tanks 
stormed across a 33-mile front 
stretching from the Mediterran- 
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ean Sea almost to the Syrian 
frontier in a bid to silence 
Palestinian artillery shelling 
northern Israeli settlements in 
the Galilee 

The Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganization vowed a "fight unto 
death" to defend its Lebanese 
power base 

A spokesman for the Israeli 
military command said there 
was "no credibility to reports of 
artillery or other confrontations 
between the Syrians and the 
Israeli forces " 

It was the third day of Israeli 
action against guerrilla targets 
in Lebanon following the at- 

tempted assassination of 
Israel's ambassador in London 
Thursday Lebanese police 
reported at least 230 people 
killed in Israeli strikes Friday 
and Saturday, but gave no new 

casualty figures for Sunday's 
battles. The PLO claimed its 
guerrillas killed at least 150 Is- 
raeli soldiers and captured two 
airmen 

Pres Reagan ordered Amer- 
ican dependents and halt of the 
U S Embassy staff to evacuate 
Beirut and dispatched special 
envoy Philip Habib to the Middle 
East to try to mediate a peace 

Syria issued a military com- 

munique saying its forces made 
direct contact with the Israelis in 
three separate areas 

An earlier Israeli communique 
said the armed forces command 
had ‘taken all necessary mili- 

tary measures to insure that the 
Syrians will not intervene in the 
Israel Defense Forces anti-ter- 
rorist operation " 

The Israeli Cabinet issued a 
statement saying “the Syrian 
army will not be attacked unless 
it attacks our forces 

Syria maintains a 22,000-man 
army in central and northern 
Lebanon to police the armistice 
that ended the 1976-77 Mos- 
lem-Christian civil war But Is- 
rael's Christian allies in south- 
ern Lebanon charge the Syrians 
have become an occupation 
army bent on destroying them, 
and Israeli warplanes have 
clashed several times with Sy- 
rian MiG jets 

The PLO reported hand-to- 
hand combat with the Israelis in 
the southwestern Tyre area and 
conceded the Israelis crossed 
the Litani River and reached the 
outskirts of Nabatiyeh in the 
central section of the front The 
PLO said “fierce combat now 
flares with all weapons 

U N officials said a Nor- 
wegian peacekeeping soldier 
was killed in a crossfire between 
Israeli and Palestinian forces in 
the eastern sector of the inva- 
sion zone 
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