- HITTING THE ROAD

Eugene,” says Cooper, “none
of us are. But we need a

Their' goal in Europe is 10
work steadily to an appreciative
audience and make some mon-

as they can, with many local
gigs scheduled and a farewell
concert June 13 at the WOW
hall.
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The Xplorers (Frank West,
Henry Cooper, John Barley,
Marlin Reiber and Fred Kel-
logg) are calling it quits in
Eugene and “‘relocating,’” else-
where, possibly Amsterdam.
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Featuring an 11 piece band
four women singers.

but Siegel likes it here

Another Eugene musician is heading out
of town. Unlike The Xplorers, he'll be back
as soon as he can

He's Dan Siegel, the Eugene whiz kid who
made good. He's the musician who lately
seems to always have an alpbum on the top
of the jazz charts. But to Dan Siegel himself,
he's just a guy who's doing what he wants 10
do — and having fun at it

“*My whole goal for the future is to remain
doing what | am doing right now,"” Siegel
says. "I'd like to keep writing and perform-
ing live. If | can keep doing that, I'll be

“Of course, the culmination of writing 1s
being able to record it. Putting it on a record
and hearing it on the radio is, for me, totally
gratifying. | mean, what else could you do?”

Siegel's recording career spans just four
albums, yet all have made their mark on the
jazz charts. Night Ride, The Hot Shot, and
Oasis have all climbed well into Billboard’s
jazz chart. Dan Siegel, his latest work, Is
currently the most played jazz record on
album-oriented rock stations in America
Billboard debuted the albumlast month with
a bullet — which means if's supposed to
“'shoot to the top

The reason Dan Siegel isexpected to do
so well probably has to do with some
changes Siegel has made. His first three
albums were on the Inner City label — a
good, but small — operation. Now Siegel
works for Elektra, a much bigger label that
carries more weight in the music industry

'‘Going to Elektra was definitely a step
forward for me,”” Siegel says. 'It's like going
from the Eugene Ems to the Los Angeles
Dodgers. With the move came more money
and better promotional opportunities.”

And on Elektra, Siegel 1s in good com-
pany

Lee Ritenour and Grover Washington Jr
are a couple of the jazz musicians playing
on the Elektra label. Even though this is the
first year Elektra has signed jazz artists, it is
now recognized as the top jazz label in the
nation, Siegel says

Of all the labels I've seen, they are the
absolute best,” he says. “They aren’t too
big — like Columbia where you can get lost
— yet they've got Warner Brothers backing
them up, which means they've got the best

May 14, 15, 19-22
8 p.m. Robinson Theatre

For Tickets & Information

distribution in the worid."”

Siegel graduated from the University of
Oregon in music composition in 1976. He
grew up in Eugene, married his wife Melissa
here two years ago, and plans on staying in
the area as long as he can.

There was a day, however, when Siegel
almost left Eugene for a bigger city — where
he would find a larger market for his music.

“| was going to move to L.A. before | did
my first demo tape, but Allen (Kovac,
Siegel's manager) talked me out of it,"
Siegel says. "He said, 'There are enough
people down there already who are starv-
ing, just like you want to do’. So | told him I'd
give it a little longer. Six months later | got
the deal for my first album.

“"Now there’'s no reason for me to move
down to L A" he says. “I'll just go down
there for business occasionally, and other-
wise | can live a normal existence here
Well, semi-normal anyway.”’

Siegel and his band will be living a less
normal existence for the next few months,
as they’ll be on the road through the middle
of July promoting Siegel's new album.

The tour will take them first to Disneyland,
where they'll perform on Memorial Day with
Lee Ritenour, Spyro Gyra, and Woody Her-
man. Then they'll head for shows on the
East Coast, and stop at a few midwestern
cities along the way

‘Now there's no reason for
me to move down to L.A.’
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Stan Garrett, who handles national
promotion for the band, says Siegel draws
good crowds in towns like Syracuse, Ro-
chester, Atlanta and Miami. With the expo-
sure Elektra plans to give Siegel, he should
draw bigger crowds than ever

“The crowds are different in the Midwest
than they are here,’' Siegel says. "l think
music is more a part of their culture. For
them, recreation is going out to bars and
buying records. So people there are gener-
ally more responsive, which makes us feel
good.”

Siegel first became interested in jazz and

b
Dan Siegel
fusion when he was a junior in high school.
He played rock and roll in several bands for
a couple of years, but found he grew tired of
it

“It got to be too simple, and it wasn't
rewarding anymore,” Siegel says. “There
was just no challange to it.

“*Rock and roll is kind of like toilet paper,”’
he says. “People use it once and then flush
it down the toilet, because it has no real
lasting value. It's only good for what it can
be used for at that moment.”’

But Siegel still appreciates the roots he
has in rock, because he uses a lot of rock
elements in the music he now plays.

"'Since my background was in rock, | had
the ability to cross over to a jazz-rock-pop
vein,”” he says. "What made my music hap-
pen was a combination of these elements.
Now that it's been happening for five years,
it's hard to say where it will go.

“For now our plans are to tour behind the
record, and make that happen. It looks real
good, but it's going to be hard work,” he
says

“I'm looking forward to the future.”

by chris courtnier
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Mini Stereo  §
Cassette Player

Bulit-in microphone
Pitch control knob
Headphone Jack
Talk line switch
Balance Control

$69.95

With Special Guests

Robert Cray Band
Sunday, May 16 - 8 pm

Mac Court — Special ampitheater seating
Tickets
$6.50 & $7 50 UO students, $8.00 & $9.00 general public
At: EMU Main Desk Everybody's Records in Eugene,/Corvallis
G Eorth River Necords on the downtown mall

Cultural Forum presentation

reg. $89.95

read distractions
every other
wednesday
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Come In this week for
the sound you want...it has never been easler BOOKSTORE sat 1000300
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self
service

copies

Quality Copies ¢ Xerox 9500

Resumes ¢ Thesis ¢ Reduction
Custom Paper ¢ Binding * Lamination

| 764 E. 13th Ave. 34 x-m-.ai)'

Happy Hour prices
[ for the ladies, all day.
Sunday: beginning at 8 PM

1
i Happy Hour: 4 - 7 PM Mon.-Fri.
! Well Drinks: $1.00
I Free Hor d’ oeuvres

1 Only at the Holiday Inn Holidome

latl| 225 Coburg Rd. 342-5181

-
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the sound you want
has never been easier!

Panasonic tape recorder/players make it easy
to get that clear sound, and the Bookstore
makes it easy on your pocketbook.

RQ 335A

NOW 55.95
reg. $79.95

AC/battery mini cassette recorder features
one-touch recording for operating ease. Auto-
Stop mechanism, cue and review controls, and
tape counter. It also has a built in condenser
microphone, edit function, lockable mechanical
pause/eject button, LED record/battery indica-
tor, and Easy-Malic circuitry. Inciuded AC
adaptor/charger and Easy-Matic circuitry.
Operates on 4 "AA" size batteries. (not includ-
ed)

RQ 2731
Super Slimline

NOW $59.95
reg. $79.95

Super Slimline AC/battery portable cassette
recorder features one-touch recording. Auto-
stop mechanism and tape counter. Built-in
condenseér microphone. Cue and review con-
trols. Lockable pause control. Edit fuction. LED
record battery indicator. Includes AC adapter
RP 63. Operates on 4 "A" size batteries. (not
included)

RX 1820 =
NOW $109.95 « reg. $129.9

UO ...
Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30

Textbooks 686-3520 + General Books 688-3510 « Supplies 586-4331




