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From Assoclated Press reports

Return of Sinai
rekindles hope

CAIRO, Egypt

The return of the Sinai Penin-
sula has rekindled Egyptian
hopes for prosperity, but the initial
impact of the Israeli withdrawal
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has been largely symbolic.

Egyptian officials and the
government-controlled news
media have focused attention on
development plans for the Sinai
since last Sunday when the Israe-
lis ended their 15-year occupa-
tion. The Cabinet met last week to
discuss projects and assured
residents of food, water and
services.
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In a May Day speech, Pres.
Hosni Mubarak said Saturday the
end of the Israeli occupation
generated a giant momentum that
should be harnessed toward
building the economy. Western
economists estimate Egypt's
annual inflation at 30 percent.

The most immediate return
from the Sinai is expected to be in
tourism, using hotels and other
facilities built by the Israelis.
Tourism is a pillar of the Egyptian
economy already, bringing in
$1.1 billion last year

The Egyptian planners also
hope to continue and expand
land-reclamation projects begun
by the Israelis to increase food
production and provide new
homes for people living in the
overcrowded Nile Valley

Polish government
loosens martial law

WARSAW, Poland

Martial-law rulers relaxed the
curfew and some other edicts
Sunday, but warned Poles not to
repeat illegal rallies like the
previous day's May Day counter-
marches when protesters

screamed abuse at the Commun-
ist government.

The warning came on the eve of
a new rally planned by under-
ground leaders of the suspended
independent Solidarity union and
pleas for calm from Poland's
influential Roman Catholic
Church, which apparently feared
the state would retaliate against
more protests.

““Recommending the pro-
clamation of these relaxations,
the Martial Law Council of
National Redemption simul-
taneously ordered state organs to
firmly counteract the violation of
existing martial law regulations,”
said an Interior Ministry commun-
ique broadcast on nationwide
television

The communique said all
marches, rallies, lectures and
speeches must still be officially
sanctioned, and violators would
face jail under summary pro-
cedures with no appeal

But in a sign that authorities
wanted to impress Poles they
were easing martial law, television
news announcers doffed their
military garb and appeared in
civilian clothes for the first time
since the crackdown
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