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Atiyeh’s ‘war chest’ outstrips Democrats’

They're called “‘war chests” and many times
they are the singlemost decisive factor in a political
contest. The more money available for media time,
the greater a politician's public exposure and the
more likely his chances for votes. It's simple polit-
nomics.

Incumbent Governor Vic Atiyeh has amassed a
“war chest’’ of nearly a quarter of a million dollars.
Atiyeh's contributions are more than $100,000 better
than all of the Democrat hopefuls for governor. That
Atiyeh should be attracting so much campaign
money is curious in light of his accomplishments as
Oregon governor.

Not to be cynical. . . but Atiyeh's accom-

plishments seem to be economic insecurity through-
out the state and three special sessions of the
Legislature. Those special sessions were emergency
measures to deal with the state's revenue shortfalls.
He has certainly played a supporting role in the
writing of the contemporary history of Oregon.

A recently published breakdown of Atiyeh's
contributors reveal the source of his political
strength. He has the backing of petroleum compa-
nies, electric and telephone employee groups,
lumber interests and bankers. These groups all
represent the status quo of Oregon capital.

Among lumber interests Atiyeh has the financial
support of Veneer Service Inc., Stimson Lumber Co.,

Georgia-Pacific Corp., L.L. Stewart, Sun Studs Inc.,
Boise-Cascade Corp., T. Lilley Jr., Robert Warren,
Louisiana-Pacific Corp., Samuel Wheeler, John
Hampton, Crown-Zellerbach, Allied Forest Products,
Stuart Shelk, and Don-Lee Davidson.

Probably the most interesting group of con-
tributors to Atiyeh's campaign are those in the
petroleum industry: Atlantic Richfield Co. (Los
Angeles), Shell Oil Co. (Portland), Union Oil of
California. What are California petroleum companies
doing contributing to a gubernatorial campaign in
Oregon? Each of these companies contributed
$2,500 to Atiyeh's bid for re-election. Ask not who
contributes to the “‘war chest'’ nor why, and you shall
receive.

Also listed among the $2,500 contributors was
Nike Inc. .

Contrast Atiyeh's contributors and his total “‘war
chest”’ with the Oregonian-endorsed Democrat Don
Clark. Clark has garnered but $57,642 to Atiyeh's
$246,333. Clark's backers appear to be primarily
made up of individuals rather than corporate groups.

Eugene's Ted Kulongoski, also running as a
Democrat, has the backing of labor and education
groups. Among his contributors are Professional
Staff PAC, People for the Improvement of Education,
Salem Education Association PAC, and AFL-CIO
COPE. Kulongoski, a lawyer, has many lawyers
financing his bid for the governor's post. So far,
Kulongoski has gathered only $45,854 in campaign
contributions.

An incumbent — whether competent or not —
usually receives the major portion of contributor's
money. Atiyeh's “war chest’' ensures a campaign
effort that will, no doubt, result in his re-election
Atiyeh will be able to buy more television time and
travel throughout the state selling himself. With that
amount of riches even a poor governor can be
spiffed-up and made to look good.
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Having been a graduate
student at the University for
several years and a regular reader
of the Emerald, it was with some
amusement that | first
encountered the tirades of
Michael Larson in the letters’s
column of the paper something
over a year ago.

His recent comments concern-
ing the SPA are no less interesting
for all therr being entertaining —
the idea that they represent a
small “special interest group’’
intent on squandering student
money on their own goals and
using underhanded campaign
technigues to achieve their ends.
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All this guy wants to do is sell
books. If he has to twist some
facts and pervert a few minds in

Larson is, of course, a gadfly in
the fullest sense of the term.

While | have been accused of
this occupation myself, most of

my efforts have been directed .

towards a strengthening of the
liberal position by drawing
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how truly small is the “‘special

16:6; 21:43; 23:2; 23:13 and
“Lawyer's" in St. Luke 11:45 thru
11:54.
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