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From Associated Press reports

Chinese jetliner
crashes; 112 die

PEKING

A Chinese jetliner reported
carrying foreign tourists crashed
near the scenic southern city of
Guilin, and China's official news
agency Xinhua said Tuesday that
all 112 people aboard were killed.

Xinhua said the British-made
Trident jet crashed Monday but
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emerald
inter/national

gave no reason for the delayed
report and did not mention
whether any foreigners were
aboard. But unconfirmed reports
from Hong Kong said two Amer-
icans, 50 Hong Kong Chinese and
several Japanese tourists were on
the plane.

China's government rarely dis-
closes news about disasters and
there was no immediate way to
obtain details of the crash until
authorities released them

Xinhua said flight 3303 of
China’'s CAAC airline was carry-
ing 104 passengers and eight
crew when it departed Canton's
Baiyun (White Cloud) Airport for
Guilin but radio contact suddenly
was lost 35 minutes later. The
plane crashed 28 miles from
Guilin, Xinhua said

Guilin is an attractive city on the
Li River in the Guangxi Auton-
omous Region about 250 miles
northwest of Canton. It is a favor-
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ite tourist attraction because of its
picturesgue craggy mountains.

Official confirmation of the
crash came hours after a Hong
Kong television station reported
the jet had not been heard from
for more than a day and may have
crashed .

A spokesman for the Royal
Hong Kong Observatory in the
British colony 90 miles south of
Canton confirmed that weather
over the Canton-Guilin area had
been poor since Sunday

Soldier convicted of

slaying three blacks
BUFFALO, N.Y.
Joseph Christopher, a

26-year-old white Army private,
was convicted Tuesday of slaying
three blacks in Buffalo with a
sawed-off .22-caliber rifle in a
two-day rampage in September
1980

Christopher, returned to his
home town from Fort Benning,
Ga., to stand trial, showed no
emotion as Justice Frederick
Marshall of the State Supreme
Court read the verdict in the non-
jury trial

The slayings had terrorized the
black community in this industrial
city on Lake Erie. Prosecutors
protrayed Christopher as a man
who hated blacks and killed his
victims simply because of their
race

Christopher, convicted of three
counts of second-degree murder,
could receive 25 years to iife on
each count Sentencing was set
for May 24. The charge of first-
degree murder in New York is
reserved for the killing of a
policeman or other peace officer

The trial followed two sanity
hearings, at the first of which
Christopher was ruled mentally
incompetent. After two months of
psychiatric care, another hearing
was held and he was declared
competent to stand trial

Christopher also has been in-
dicted in Manhattan on charges of
killing a dark-skinned Hispanic
man with a knife on Dec. 22,
1980, and attacking a black man
with a knife in Manhattan that
same day

Over the objections of his
lawyers, Christopher waived his
right to a trial by jury and placed
his fate in the hands of a judge
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