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Hot Air Ballooning — The
Last Travel Frontier

BY BUDDY BASCH
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North to Alaska
BY DON ROBERTS
L AIMeT £
wth W ¢ oreest wateriom
1 m gt at ¢
e L " S —
. > 1| tade ot
b 1521
i K C ardemt n i wil 1
wer a roer of NLneT woll ipiiant
b r¢ " f wilderne
re= Wl ¥
Lasks ¢ Al Prie i TP Vit
Howeve B I ¢ ¢ tha walf 1
pr it L wd L an  hall I CXPETIM
But } At ¥ st sacru
] 4 ot | e it 'Y 1|
P [ K 1 L r P »
IfiJI ] § "4 “ et rave
" ) " L i# 4. will get v
farthie b ¢ * el Wt thar
most [Oootkoose statesider would umagine
Not All Can Alcan
The sa-Lanachan m Wl | fnm
wd £ . I thie anacian portor
i this nmibere D g6 e 18 Rrave irtace:
ir ALt re Ait at all The
1Ust v ¢ AT g that i . L 1rive
Wilhiou ' t gh i &2 af even the
A1 ¢ ¢ W Wt e Ke the
tms ir Begrade sci-fi lick Anv vehacle whact
not sealed as tughtly as an Egvptian tomb  sOO!
acquires the mmterior of a can of Calumet, while
the shrapnel-like gravel gnaws the exterior and
news steei-Delted rad i they were
Hubba-Bubba
But don't ler these pracicalities numb your
Nikes. The meandering mercenary who s mot
vated mayv harness ome cheag [ wsibly free
norse power The aa 15 prosaic but nok al
together artless. Simply run a classified ad in the
Portland, Seattle vancouver (B.C ) newspaper

offering to help with the task of driving to Alaska
e the differ

wheeling n dealing or just spin

lming and not a e luck will ma
ence between

MNE vour whiee|s

High Planes Drifter

H_\ WINnging it e Alaska on Wien or Western Alr
lines you can leave home in the morning and
ogle 4 moose on the muskeg by late that after

— ——

“*Cause tramps like us, baby, we were born

noon. But skv travel has loftv disadvantages: 1)
1 can't get there on pop-bx wtle refunds and 2
) s a4 din of wntry, a sense of the scope of
mtinent, when soaring over the planet at
30 000 feert Obwn " it r hug the
b void bumping the landscape, but
¢ ket can be ought down 1o earth
it } RIoup vou may capit
t & 45 t lamage
. By re mng with the flock
¢« siderable discounts
WLt i even grits. | the
f ’ wher i e for the
t Myt = IR LW} Ne rudes
e A\ i ty the | { 1
Wl TR { lerrg ne i 154
8 INCOUS Passenger
L ene a 1 WS e Ost electve ir
I | i 1 thie I » I"
T ALISK Floxat pia = |
2t _— 2 4 v o r but oy
if na i I 2ers and ¢ '
2 EAnisn i [ W Split
f relative 4] flight 'ne. fi
t 1| t eed
Sea Alaska
since Alaska has n i it the rest oof
¢ Lnn Sl vined, the Alaska Marine
Hig em is as fr al 1o the north as

AKeS wine s '.‘*V\"\

gh par CoOmprise the

fleet and although these lerries do not feature the

opulence of Love Boar, they are the most snazan
1Ig  busse Alaska While private
staterooms can be reserved in advance, both the

«k rates better accommaodate the

simioleor

juired f it s twice as educa
" not to mention the immeasurable enter
t ment Aacior flIJIl!.;,' the off season, which 1s
i { the vear (September to June ), you can
well afford the fjords. Tickets on the Alaska
M ¢ Highway are never cheaper and one may
t 1 xtensively sail the “inside” with the ex

[ore irpose of floaung into scenic delirium
wding whale in their favorite wallows and the
exiraordinary mountains-meeting-sca  on

the globn

25 weess 1o parlors of juting e and the
sadll t i f a thousand “.llt‘f‘l.i“\ wrie o
e Al Highway, Pouch R, Juneau

Beating Around the Bush

There nuch wilderness in Alaska, both des
ignated and undesignated, upon which to merely
reflect, much less leave an impression of your
I'vrolean hiking boots. Consequently, to become

familiar with even a small percentage of the natu

ral wonders vou must limit vour scope
the specific geologic decor which focuses in your
mind's eve
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lunar like landscape created by volcanic tan

trums, resides in shornt-fused harmony within the

forested boundaries of Katmai National Monu

ment Apart from the eerie, ash-filled valleys, this
more than
offers boating on
island-studded lakes, countless hiking trails and
more wildlife than a Disney feature. Come 0
Katmai prepared for any barometric extreme
from sunshine and skivvies weather o sudden
williwaws, cold and gusty rainstorms that can

16,800 square kilometer monument
twice the size of Delaware

blow vour socks off with vour boot laces ued

seleat
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With subtle transfer from fire to e, Glacier
Bav Monument 18 sanctuary for creeping phan
toms of e This 13,579 square kilometer park
hosts slumbering remnants of the ice age that
1,000 vears ago, including 16 active tidewa
ter glaciers and bays silently
populated with drifting icebergs. Although this
area is starkly foreboding, wildlife, particularly
seza birds and mammals, abound. The few rugged
hiking trails ensure isolation. For those who wish
with deer
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Advice and Ascent

Before blithely treading unfamiliar mountain ter
rain one must acknowledge the implied dangers
The ignorant and ill-prepared often set them
selves up for surplus suffering Carefully study

r routes and destinations in Alaska and always
of yvour itinerarv with the nearest
before pro
-ding into the depths of the bush. If anvthing
should go awry they'll stant looking long before
vour bones are unearthed in an archeological
dig
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re shipping out; there is no sub

stirute for a backpack bivouac and taking measure
f your lung and leg power. Do nat for a mo
ment consider skimping — Spartan is silly. Top
dog foul-weather maountain
tents, minus-0 sleeping bags, and cushy ground
the only anticles keeping the rigor
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pads are ofie
from wrmng morms

leave home
The sun ricochets off

Do nat under any circumstance
without vour Foster Grants
the ubiquitous waterways and snow-fields with
penetrating ferocity and only polarized sunglas
ses will kt‘l_’;- youfr vitreous humor-<os
EVERYTHING vou have heard about the curse
of Alaska's militant and mutant

true. But of vou dip your dermis in Muskol daily

lll‘}‘»(ll]”‘ﬂ“‘ 15
vou will remain relatively immune to a bloody
blitzkrieg

If vou should forget vour sunglasses and Mus
kol, first struck blind, then the
sies will slice your hide thinner than corned
beef at a New York deli

No creature on the wundra can mspire terror
like the bear, especially Ursis borribiiis the
grizzly or brown bear. Since visitors to National
Parks are not allowed o pack Howitzers, the best
safeguard against belligerent bears is intelligent
pacifism. Bears are grumpy, near-sighted war
lords but they will leave you alone if you do not
crowd their territory, holler at them, or wave
vour arms and act demented. Bears interpret
such behavior as aggressive

Stand still and show bruin your face. The fur
less human countenance is an awful sight and a
natural deterrent. Never turn and run; bears
spontaneously chase cowardly critters. Stay
placid, even if pale around the gills. Grizz and
you will come to a mutual agreement regarding

vou |l be MOs

space

If vou desire wilderness lodging but don't
quite relish the uncertainties of camping out,
then the Forest Service Cabin System may be
your cup of comfort. These cabins are located in

two regions of southeastern Alaska — the Prince
of Wales Island and the Ketchikan/Revillagigado
Island area. Each cabin is splendidly isolated and
access is possible only by boat, float plane or
trail. Some cabins are situated on the salt chuck,
while others reside on streams and mountain
tarns

Forest Service cabins are held by reservation
on a first come/first served basis. Reservatuons
are not accepted until the rental-maintenance fee
of five frog-skins per night is paid. To keep lulled
patrons from home-steading, the limit of stay is
seven nights in the summer and ten nights in the

winter. The Forest Service has prepared a sleek,

35 page caralog which is free upon request
Forest Supervisor, Tongass National Forest, Box
2278, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Mountain Matriculation
Noted ecologist Eugene Odum once stated that
there 1s more information of a higher order
of sophistication and complexity in a few square
vards of forest than there is in all the libraries of
mankind. " The dedicated pastoral pupil owes it
to himself to study a piece of Alaska—a veritable
black hole in the terrestrial Universe

Making a Travel Guide

BY BARBARA J. ROCHE

1en Harvard graduate studemt Linda Hay
erty traveled in Europe last summer, she
dined on sheep cheeks, a cheaper menu
item in Austria, snacked on a marzipan Ronald
McDonald, and had a satchel of travel brochures
and notes confiscated after a one-and-a-half-hour
search when she entered East Berlin, These were
some times to try a traveler's soul, bur it was all
in a summer s work for Linda, one of twenty stu
dent researchers contributing to Let's Go Europe
1982
Over a half million student passports are is-
sued each year, and the odds are good that stu
dents traveling to Europe will be packing an edi-
uon of Let's Go along with their passports and
student LD.'s. The Let's Go series is the only col
lecion of travel guides written for students by
students and updated annually
Let's Go Ewrope 1982 covers some 31 coun-
tries, including Iceland, the USSR, Egypt and
Tunisia. The guide was researched, writen and
edited by Harvard students under the auspices of
Harvard Student Agencies, a student service or-
ganization. From the basement offices off Har-
vard Yard, student editors work out itineraries.
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Student researchers spend the summer in as-
signed countries, checking accommodations,
tourist sights, restaurants and culwral informa-
tion. The research priority is finding ways to
make the trip affordable and interesting. Honesty
in reporting is emphasized, and the result is a
guide that tells it like it is . .. even when a city or
hotel isn't so hot

“If a place is cheap, but a little on the dirty
side, we'll still mention it,” said Rob McCord,
student researcher who spent ume in Iceland,
West Germany, Ireland and Luxembourg. “But”
he added, “we also mention that it's not the
cleanest place in the world.”

‘We include these places and let people de-
cide,” added Linda Haverty, "because it's usually
a relative thing. What one person considers to be
a real lousy place, another wouldn't mind."”

Let's Go has taken off since the first five-page
guide to Harvard University charter flights was
stapled together and distributed on the campus
in 1957 Twenty-five vears later, Let's Go is pub-
lished by St. Martin's Press in six editions, includ-
ing Europe, USA., and regional editions on Bri-
tain and Ireland, France, laly, and Greece, Israel
and Egypt.Over 180,000 copies of the books were
sold in the US., Canada, Europe, Australia and
Japan last year, and one Let's Go staffer estimates
that each copy is read by an average of five
people

What's the secret?

"Most guides are written more for the fun of

reading than to actually be used,” McCord said,

and not incidentally, they're written for a
higher expenditure of money.”

McCord pointed out two areas where Let's Go
differs from other travel guides. One, they're pa-
perback newsprint guides made to be taken with
you, and two, cost is a constant consideration in
the guide’s recommendations.

“Unfortunately, we can't just charge things to
the company,” McCord laughed, "We're con-
strained by our own budgets, so we have to be
looking for the best deals on things.”

Unlike other travel guides, where advertisers
can pay to be written up favorably, Ler's Go keeps
advertising out of its editorial decisions.




