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Something sinister in the games they play

There is more than a passing concern with
worldwide nuclear arms proliferation and the
game the superpowers are playing to maintain a
balance of power. The contest is at stalemate now
in what is aptly termed "‘mutual assured destruc-
tion”, but is best expressed with the acronym
MAD.

To say "“concern” doesn’t adequately convey
the extent of sentiment rising against nuclear
arms. In Europe tens of thousands of demonstra-
tors have staged protests against the Soviets and
Americans stock-piling nuclear weaponry in NA-
TO and Warsaw Pact countries. Demonstrations
calling for a nuclear-freeze have been held across
this country. But the demonstrators aren't the
important players in this deadly game.

The Reagan administration is continually
talking peace and making what appears to be
overtures for disarmament to the Soviets. Yet,
in spite of the “public” peace-making the arms
race continues to escalate. Pres. Reagan's limited
disarmament plan of last fall named ‘“Zero option”
apparently has been discarded.

Now comes a report that seemingly with the
blessing of the White House a five-day “‘mock”
nuclear crisis was staged in early March. The
report carried in the Wall Street Journal detailed
how former Secretary of State William Rogers
played ‘‘the president” and directed a world-wide
nuclear war game.

The five-day scenario included the movement
of over 1,000 civilian and military players
throughout the world. But the “‘ultimate moment"”
was reported to have occurred late in day four
when the North American Air Defense Command
picked up a major incoming Soviet missile strike.
Hundreds of Soviet missiles hit targets in the U.S.,
and Rogers, as president, figuratively died in the
situation room. Former CIA Director. Richard
Helms, playing vice-president during the war
game, took over the government for the remainder
of the game.

it seems horrendous for the Reagan adminis-

tration to be even indirectly participating in mock
nuclear war situations. Is this merely agame? Or is
it a test of the “‘first-strike” capability?

Reagan was reported to be convinced that
the mock nuclear war proved the government has
the capacity for a “‘continuity’’ of power during a
nuclear strike. That is extremely comforting to
know that as the fire-storms rake the planet there
will be a “"continuity” in the U.S. government.

This is an insane “‘game’ to be playing. What
does this mock nuclear war say to the Soviets? It
implies the U.S. is testing out its “‘first strike”
capabilities and ability to survive a retaliatory

strike. It will definitely be read as such by Kremlin
analysts.

This war game is indicative of the unrespon-
siveness of the Reagan administration to the
concerns of the American people. A broad-based
coalition consisting of politicians, clergy, and
educators have joined in a call for a nuclear-
freeze. But will the Reagan administration listen?
How many years did it take the government to
finally hear the shouts of protest against Viet Nam
involvement? Too many years and too many lives
were wasted in the walting for the dawning of
peace. We are waiting still.
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