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WASHINGTON (AP) — Is-
rael's new ambassador hinted
strongly Thursday that his na-
tion may soon order a military
strike into Southern Lebanon if
there is no abatement of the
arms buildup by Palestine
Liberation Organization forces.

Moshe Arens told reporters
the danger to Israel is "growing
day by day" and “‘you might

almost say it's a matter of time"’
before his government feels
compelled to take ‘‘some action
that would bring about casual-
ties.”

Such a development would be
certain to exacerbate tensions
throughout the region. Pres.
Reagan’'s special Mideast
negotiator, Philip Habib, was
dispatched to the area this week
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BT A Ambassador hints of war
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in another attempt to head off
hostilities.

Arens, who just last week
presented his credentials to
Reagan as Israel’'s ambassador,
stopped short of predicting a
pre-emptive strike by Israel into
Lebanon that could break the
existing cease-fire, although he
didn't rule it out

He made clear, however, he
believes there is a greater li-
kelihood of a provocation by the
PLO, such as shelling into
Israel, that could ignite a re-
taliatory strike

Arens said the PLO is being
supplied with heavy Soviet guns
which are being paid for by
Saudi Arabia. He said the the
PLO and Syria now control vir-
tually all of Lebanon except for
the small portions run by Is-
raeli-supported Christian
elements

Committee
cites Watt

WASHINGTON (AP) -
Interior Secretary James Watt
was cited for contempt of Con-
gress on Thursday in a vote that
could set the stage for a historic
confrontation between the
legislative and executive
branches of the government

The House Energy and
Commerce Committee ap-
proved the contempt resolution
23-19, four months after Watt
invoked Pres. Reagan’s claim of
executive privilege in refusing
to produce documents relating
to Canadian energy and invest-
ment policies

The vote sends the issue to
the full House, which must
decide whether to seek criminal
prosecution

The dispute involves 11
documents dealing with Can-
adian policies toward foreign
investors and whether they dis-
criminate against U S citizens
and corporations to the extent
of requiring retaliation under
US law
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