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From Assoclated Press reports

Chancellor finalist
opts for Arizona

TUCSON, Ariz.

An educator who had been
one of four remaining finalists to
become chancellor of the
Oregon System of Higher
Education will be the new pres-

emerald

inter/national

ident of the University of
Arizona, a University of Arizona
spokesman confirmed Thurs-
day

University of Massachusetts
Chancellor Henry Koffler
accepted the job Wednesday
night, according to University of
Arizona spokesman Grant
Smith

Koffler, 59, had interviewed
with the Oregon Board of Higher
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Education in Portland on Wed-
nesday. He had met during the
previous several days with
presidents of the Oregon
system's eight campuses

In accordance with Arizona
law, the state Board of Regents
will meet in a pubic session at 2
p.m. today to officially select
Koffler for the school pres-
idency

But Smith said agreements
have already been made and

‘the meeting would merely serve

as a formality

Koffler's annual salary will
match or exceed the $82,500
being paid to current President
John Schaefer, Smith said. Kof-
fler, like Schaefer, also will be
provided with use of a universi-
ty-owned home and car, he
said

Revenue committee
waits on tax hike

SALEM

The House Revenue Commit
tee approved a minor part of
Gov. Vic Atiyeh's new budget-
balancing plan Thursday but
deferred until today further work
on a proposed income tax hike
and cut in property tax relief

The panel endorsed and sent
to the full House a measure that
would require payment of dis
puted tax bills before cases
could be appealed to the state
Tax Court

Under current law, taxpayers
who challenge the amount of
tax the state says they owe can
avoid paying anything until their
case is settled in the courts

Under the bill proposed by
Atiyeh, a disputed bill would
have to be paid before the case
could go to the Tax Court. If the
taxpayer won the case, the state
would have to refund the taxes
plus interest

The bill (HB3314) would yield
an estimated $8 million in added
revenue in the current two-year
budget Revenue Department
officials said the state has won
86 percent of the cases
appealed during the past six
years

The major part of Atiyeh's
latest plan for erasing a project
ed $337 million budget deficit
would Iincrease income taxes
for most Oregonians and end
property tax relief to the wealth
lest homeowners and renters
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