All-American, All-World— All-person

After four years of
enjoying Bev Smith,

the era must end

Has she no faults then, Sir?
Yes, she has one, I must aver;
When all the world consprres o prasse her,
The woman 5 deaf, and does not hear

Alexander JH‘_!':. Orn a Certam Lady at Court

Allconference. All-America. All-world.

Bev Smith has accomplished more in the last four vears
than most athletes accomplish in a lifetime, but the effect on the
psvche of the 21-year-old Oregon women's basketball star may
not be what you would expect

She hasn't had a dunk named after her, nor does the word,
“World"” shimmer on a gold chain around her neck. In fact,
Smith’s trophies are “gathering dust™ on top of the piano in her
Salmon Arm, British Columbia home

Smith is the Oregon career record-holder in scoring and
rebounding, she has been a starter for the Canadian National
Team since 1978 and has toured the world to play in the World
Championships, World Student Games, Pan American Games
and the Olympic Qualifying Tournment

In 1981, she was named to the Kodak All-American team,
nominated for the Wade Trophy (awarded to the top collegiate
women's basketball player in the United States) and was the
co-most valuable plaver of the Giusti Tournament with Anne
Donovan of Old Dominion. This season, she took the Giust
MVP award again and 1s again a contender for the Wade
Trophy.

Plainly, Smith is the name associated with Oregon
women s basketball. But in her final season, while most
outstanding basketball players are piling up their statistics
hoping for all the accolades possible and a shot at making it in
the pros, Smith isn't all that interested in making brownie points
with national commuittees.

Realizing that putting out a maximum effort to add to her
stats would increase her chances at national recognition, Smith
savs she would not feel right sacrificing her role with the team
tor her individual goals

“It would be easier for me,” the 6-1 strawberry blonde
says “if I would score 30 points a night, but with the type of
team we have, [ don't think that is possible. We have a good
nside game with Alison Lang, and to go and score 30 points
against a team like Portland State wouldn’t make me feel good.
nor would 1t make any of my teammates feel good.”
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*I would like to see her stats improve,”” says Oregon coach
Elwin Heiny. “It would help her in the balloting for Wade
All-American. but she doesn’t care abourt that.”

Could 1t be thar she 1s one of the few to denv herself the
recogmtion she deserves, plaving basketball just because she
likes to plav? That's partially correct, she says

“My prime motivation in Fl':l\ll’l[_ basketball 1s to excel in
something,” she savs. Whether she obtains the recognition for
what she does just doesn’t have the same impact for her as it
does for others

Recently, Smith denied Sports Hlustrated an interview
because she dates one of that magazine's writers, Kenny Moore
She indicated that her decision had nothing to do with trying to
suppress her .'li'l'iJll1ilh\h|’i|[‘llt\

“I can’t say it's not a big deal (an interview with a
prestigious national magazine),  she says. “"We all tend to have
somewhat of an ego — we like to have the recognition but the
question s 1f it’s night. I'm not sure that it s, ”

Some may not think that should stop one of the best
athletes ever to grace the hardwoods at McArthur Court. but
recognition has never been an overr 1d|r1|,- factor in her like

“That's the type of person she has alwavs been,” say
[.|H\'{1 ."\m!lh_ “t'\ s tather. “"We see her |_|l.'|\ some when she
comes home. She plaved in a homecoming game, bur she slacked
off and passed the ball — she's not out there o prove, “'I'm Bey
Smuth

Her tather, a sems pro hockey plaver, savs his daughtrer has
excelled in just about evervthing she has tried, including
hockey, but that modesty has alwavs gone hand-in-hand with her
suUccess

“She skated when she came home, and | could see she
hadn't lost a thing (from her hockey skills), Some of the guy

the team said | should ask Bev to come out and play for us
she wouldn't be tor that. She likes to keep low-keved .’

Low-keved — ves. Disinterested — definitely not!

“She’s a sincere and dedicated person; always has been,’
her tather says. “She has always looked out for the hittle fella
those less tortunate than herself. That's what makes her the
kind of person she 15."

Her coach agrees.

“Her impact off the court 1s just as great as it 1s on the
court,” Heiny says. “She makes a positive contribution to the
community at l;IT'L‘_I‘ She attends ESP *f.u-ur'm' "‘\_[mr'T- |’:'|L‘?.m:
for area youths) games and talks to little kids — all on her own
time.”

After home games Bev Smith can be found somewhere
within the confines of Mac Court sipning autographs for
children who thrive on the personahity of the all- American

She says she spends the time with the children because she
knows how young people trv to emulate athletes of whom they
are particularly fond

“When | was vounger, | had some idols that plaved very
strong goals in my lite that helped me set my goals,” Smith savs
“They led by example and | thought they were good examples
to follow, and so | think its really important, as a role model,
that vou display the type of personality that the kids might want
to have

“There are so many other things influencing them in
school and sometimes in their families that could take them
down another road.’

S0, she spends the tume with the children signing
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autographs, but even more important, she says, she spends time
just talking with them. She used to spend a lot of time trying to
make her autograph more legible for the kids, bur now, she says,
that may not be 50 important

“Now. [ think kids wunt the autograph more for the
pleasure of the moment I don't think they do much with it
later.”

I'he :”””,‘{r‘-,i,hﬁ_ home-court crowds that cherish their
team and their plavers, the rhythmic beat produced by a berserk
crowd that has just watched Bev fake right and go left to the
hoop — all will cease for Smith at Oregon at the end of this
SCaNMIn

“I will alwavs remember what a stimulating p]:h e Mac
Court can be,” Smith savs. ""T'he people that come in and watch
wr games are special. 1t's a lot different plaving in front of
these people than anvwhere in the country.”

Orepon fans will remember Smiuth for her athletic ability
and the wayshe can bring them to their feet. But they will also

remember her as the single most dommating force that put

COregon on the map in women ollegiate basketball from the
t dav sheput on Mo, 24

“It’s hard for me to put my finger on what [ will remember

maost about her, because she has done so much,” Hemnv says
”r" ATEOT L [-'nu;irl| TflL' ramd i'.;l\ fH'r.’- S ?i Th'.ﬁ ;!!.‘;'- crs i-.l'wu

that if vou don’t put out vou're going to get blasted. Plaver:
know that if they 're going to play her thev better be fit |
think the eatire Northwest League has benefirted from her
play

Hemy savs former Oregon baseball coach Mel Krause
wiatched her outstanding pertormance in a Ok 67 defear of the
Korean Navonal team in 1979, and sad 1t was the finest athletic
pertormance by an individual he had ever witnessed

“But for me " Hemev savs, “hev, | see it every day

“When she first came here as g freshman, she plaved so
well that we were concerned about her improving, but she has
It it mean paving against the guys, or whatever, she does what
it takes to mprove. Her mental pame and her individual skills
have both mproved this vear.’

Fven tom the start, Heiny savs, Smith came on hike ;

seasoned veeran — “Like a semior when she was a freshman.”
sur Sruth savs that since joming the Ducks, she has become a
more comjpiete plaver

“1 don'tknow 1f I'm that much stronger physically, than |
was when | hrst came to ( yrepon, but my overall offensive
ability has mproved,” she savs. “I'm a better shooter now,
although I'mstill not much of & pure shooter I still have to
WOrkK at it

Work s something Bev Smiuth has rarely ceased to do in
her tenure at Oregon. Her coaches and teammates have grown
accustomedito her demanding stvle that pressures not inly
herself to pertorm, but evervone else as well

Yet 'hlrl;_“ nave lﬁ‘|_"\n; to .':'|.'|T|LF-' for Smuth, who savs there
15 more to ite than just putting the ball through the ring

“I've slowed myself down a lot, and I'm not as concerned

Continued on Page 6B
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