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'Streamlining1 of bus service 
accelerates LTD’s ridership 

Although the Lane Transit 
District is offering fewer bus 
routes and less frequent 
schedules, more people are 

taking the bus, say LTD officials. 
"We are offering less service 

than a few years ago. but 
productivity is up," in terms of 

bus ridership, says LTD Plan- 
ning Administrator Ellen 
Bevington. Actual figures have 
not been tabulated yet, she 
says 

In early fall, LTD “stream- 
lined” its bus service, offering 
fewer but more direct routes, a 
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10-cent fare reduction and 
special tokens and passes That 
service is proving itself 
worthwhile, she says. 

"It's been a hectic fall but a 

successful one,” Bevington 
says. 

LTD has done some "fine 
tuning" to the system, but over- 

all it’s working well, Bevington 
says. The routes have succeed- 
ed in "getting people to work on 

time.” 
She notes, however, that the 

depressed economy causes 

some ridership lag. "People 
aren't traveling as much " 

LTD Marketing Analyst Ed 
Bergeron says the University 
accounts for much of the ser- 

vice's success 

Bergeron says LTD's four top 
routes — No 21 LCC/Harris, 
No. 11 Thurston, No 31 City 
View-U of O and No 25 Amazon 
— focus on the University 
"Some of the strongest routes 
are University-related," he says 

The Christmas Shuttle service 
from the University to the 
downtown area proved 
worthwhile as well, Bevington 
says 

"We re going to be recom- 

mending that it be repeated he 

says 
Bevington says LTD may ask 

merchants to subsidize the 
shuttle because many riders 

spent money shopping at the 
Downtown Mall or Fifth Street 
Public Market 

Several changes designed to 
provide earlier Sunday morning 
service and to improve Eugene- 
Springfield service to LCC and 
the University began Sunday 

Those changes include in- 
troduction of a new route — No 
19 Main Street the University 

Other attected routes are No 
21 LCC/Harris, No 22 LCC Ex- 
press, No 24 Crest Drive, No 44 
Echo Hollow and No 60A 
VRC/K-Mart routes No 17 

Weyerhaeuser and No 42 
Bethel Drive routes were ter- 
minated 
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