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EL Doctorow’s novel was a master-
fully satsfving entertainment. A hand
ful of figures from the early yvears ol
the 20th century (some famous, some
fictional) were made to represent cer
tain politcal, social and aesthetic
forces struggling to be born, e.g black
rights, women’s lib and motion pic
tures. As the narrative hopscotched
trom character to character their paths
(and concerns) constantly crisscrossed
The pacing was brisk, the prose swvle
uncluttered. A lewsurely epoch was
limned in quick sketches It was like
watching some secretly shot movie of
bygone lives — both public and pri
vate. Just enough descriptive detal was
provided for us, the readers, to hll in
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Ragtime

starmng James Cagney, Brad Dounf
Mary Steenburgen, writtent by Michael

Weller from the novel by E | Dex
torow; divected by Milos Forman

R.;gumc is dizzy kitsch and lots of
fun. It's also a colossal two-and-a
half-hour-long fake. Not even a con
strucuon crane could suspend the
necessary  dishehief.  One
intentioned miscalculation follows the
next until theres so much wrong it's
hard to keep it all straight

How can we give ourselves over to a
film whose sets and locations look hike

well

sets and locatnons, and whose cos the rest. This mav be why the book is
wmes look hke costumes? They have more immediate than the Milos For
been carefully chosen, but like the rest man flm. Not only has all the work
of the fiilm, with the exception ol some ! been done tor us up there on the
performances, they exist only as con- | screen t also hasn't been done rieiy
cepts. In shon, nothing looks fied 1in J Not only production design, but script
Compare the Lower East Side se and direction are at tauk

quence in Kagtime with a stmilar re | Maost imporantly, the s 15 Loy
construction in Godfather [l and the | sided The cimax ol aggnieved black
difference becomes obvious In the lar [ woupying New York's 1P Morgan |
ter we are there and in the other, well brarmv 1s drawn Ooul way oo long o
W e not sibly 1o allow Jame agney as Police

ON SCREEN

Commissioner enough screen ume to
justify his star billing) The other
characters are thus deprived of impor
tant scenes that would make many ol
the actions more comprehensible

The acting 1s hne Mary Steen
burgen, Robert Joyv, Brad Dourit
Mandy Patinken and Cagney are great
to watch. So s lovely Ehlizabeth
McGovern. She's as natural here as she
was in Ordinary People 1ts a dett and
charming perdormance, full of humor

the only problem is that its in the
wrong movie It has as much to de
with 1900 as Deborah Harry has to do
with Scott Joplin. This conmemporary
viewpoimnt 1s built into the Alm and s
fHaw It comes
mannerisms and
I 19400

IS SeCond mMost Serious
out in dilogue
motvations (or kack ot samwe)
blacks may have called each
brother muty have

uplront

other
voung Lidies heen
dbout  sex  and  money
wihile

disillusioned witl

muddle-clas bowvs may have

thetr nypocrnt

Al dads and black
groups. 1t s possible, but the
1 Kagtime 1o make

(871}
jomed [errorist
Puraes

us believe it I
loeest

Ragtime shouldd hoave et a Iy

mini-series with all the much-needed
explanations the movie lacks, or i
should have been drastically rethought
tor the screen, 1s o shame The hilm o
high spirited and, tor the hirst pan
very enjovable in spite of is errors Yet
alter two hours there have been tixo
many manipulatons and it hnally col
lapses under them

Ricbard Blackburn
e e e

Whose Life Is It Anyway?

Kichard ireyfrass
Lathtr, writters by Hrian
creadld drected m

SECIrTINL fobm Catsi

vetes arnd Carol
Clark ¢ K

fobmr Beaadbean

Keose

Pireviuss o str a

lI'l:l hotce of Direvius
sculptor paralvzeed by ar

Aty acc
dent s a mixed blessing he )
til, so arrepressibly alive, that he n
e1s our atenton and sqguocses every
Laugh and rear that can be squeczed
Hut tin very energy almost (Dot just
AT negle the hopelessie
s condimon, s dithoult 1o behese
tha AATRRTA e Higes il e
et yould win [ el s Lt
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Just a few more days full of dread exams and last-minie plans abowt How 1
CGet Home Cheaply ard then, at lasi, the big winter relef of The Holudeays
Therdesgivang (urkey, prampiimn pie and cranberry sagce, Christmds turkey (meybe
a bam), apple pre and presents,  Awld Lang Syne” and the Kose Bowl and potato
chips and beer Small wonder that the earth seems (o move i early fanuary. il's
pust our annual nattonal past-boliday belch

But enowugh of these cudinary slavenings We re bere (o write about movies and
anotber distimctly American tradition  the sudden appearance of dozens of
biockbuster films every December, at which time the film studios bopxe (o charng
thetr vear-end mk from red to black, and maybe mfluerice an Oscar nomination
ar o

Here, then. s a rundown of those movies that will light wp screens across the
couriry (reledase dates vary wildly from region to region) this boliday season And
don't forget. movie theaters are full of popeor, cokes, fupubes, Milk [heds
REI)S stars Warren Beanty as American journalist John Reed, best known

for his evewitness assessment of the Russian Revolution in s 1919
ook Ten Days that Shook the World, Diane Keaton plays the love interest, author
Louise Fletcher; and Jack Nicholson is plavwnight Eugene O'Neill. The whole
thing took five years and an esumated $40 million 1o complete — more than the

Russian Revolution iself
RAG'I'IME the long-delaved film version of E L Doctorow's beswsel
’Ir:! brings us that innovanve mix of hoouonal and real
characters, played by James Cagney, Mary Steenburgen, Brad Douril, Norman
Mailer (reportedly excellent), and Howard E Rollins as Coalhouse Walker
TAI% stars Timothy Hutton as an upright, do-night cadet at an eastern mili
tary academy, George C Scott is the head man, and conflict abounds
MODERN PROBLEMS Chevy Chase without Goldie
o Hawn. Chase s an air traflic
controller who develops elekinetic powers But does he develop acting talent?
NEIG}{BORS from the Thomas Berger novel, pits quiet subui
’luusu" John Belushi and Kathryn Walker against
the New Couple —werrd and wacky Dan Aykroyd and Cathy Moriarty (Irom Keg
g Bull)
SULCCESS

WHOSE LIFE IS IT ANYWAY?:: 5.

play for the past few years. This version stars Richard Dreyfuss as a sculptor who
loses the use of his arms and legs after an auto accident. His decision 1o end his
life meets with strong resistance from doctor john Cassavetes, and with emotion
ally charged sympathy from doctor Carol Lahu. In spite of the grim subject
Dreyfuss is funny, engaging, and compelling (see review this issue )

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN. % ",
o for this one for

months, ever since MGM teased the press with clips and set visits back in the
spring. Steve Martin departs from his jerky comedian persona and plays a 1930s

song salesman who dreams of living out the sweet songs lie

realiny
Peter:

trom s harsh Depression
luck beauty Bernadetie
tor his
good thing — Peters
Bank turns inte

Though
Chnstopher Walken (who won an Academy
supporting role in The Deer Hurnter) pliays
when he sees her

a Bushy Berkelev dance scene

sells as an escapr

married, be talls 0 love with hard

Award
G dancang pimp who knows g
The sets are

tabulous an old-tashuoned

wihitle Marun and Peters are watch

ing the movie Follow the Fleer, they mmaginge themselves doing the same  Let

Face the Music and Dance number
nadete n the same Astare and Koger
sames dance

BUDDY, BUDDY oz s e s

the Ass), with ].nl- Lemmon and Walter Matthau i place of Jacgues
ts about a hit man, Matthau, hired o assassigarne
interrupted by the
tedd by Billy Wilder

HARKY'S MACHINE.

Ventura
-
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v dhiret

but he's
( Lernmon )

S

call girl murders

Model Rache! Ward
we re promised that Sbarky s Machine

ROLLOVER®; "

SUit
thriller/love story

ON GOLDEN POND e b e gencra

stars Henry Fonda and Katherine Hepburn as Jane Fonda
i late

two theaters i Decembwer

apcl sure

v Costumes, an the

stncackal
who

n her Lirst
willows
Fonda as the
corporaton, ancd
bur not a beard) as the head of a tiling New York bank s

countrywide

and Ber
dorng

enough, we see Steve

sime set

the Amenican remake ol a hine French
A Peun in
Brel and Lino

M er\|'|l|ll|f'||r wWiliiees
bozo e the nex

long
Revnolds 15w

e roexon
1)

Bun

AWy LM
AL vice
mvestigating a senes ol
screen role, s a call girl, and
i every possible seedy element
Chanrman of the
Kris Knistollerson

board of a
(wearnng

billesdd s a
how three ke
and it

It opens i

Rpunerations

S parent
Janiary

thriller i wlhiach the ghost of

LOBE SUOIR & o e it mhioh e ghom of

revenge upon) the four pillars of the community who did her o Stars Fred
Astaire, Patrici Neal, the Jate Melvyn Douglas, Craig Wasson (as Douglas son )
Douglas Farrbanks, Jr, and Alice Krige as a4 mysterious beauty

Kaulman and Bernadeue Peters as

lll:%l(l'l;lzlilx‘.‘ stars Andy K: an i
robots who yearn to be free

olf and have many adventures

screenwriler

And so they wander

Steve (Hreakoiy  Away

FOUR FRIENDS! vewtirness) Tesich's autobiographical look a

four close Irniends, the Sixties and East Chicago, with Craigg Wasson, Jodi Thelen

Jim Metzler, and Michael Huddleston

Please remuove bats, bow beads, and ponder thes loss theve is no Cling Fastiwood
movie thts boliday season There has always been a boliday Fastwood 1s this the
end of the world we've been bearmg so much about lately?

Judith Sims

December, 1981

stmply beciuse he can't move his arm
and legs

And that s the story he wants (o
the, but the doctor in charge (Cassa
vetes ) refuses 1o aocede o ths wist
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he'lE e
Dreviuss 15 no

insteadd llln‘.llt‘nlnp_ o hawe
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exactly cheertul holday fare Bot i s a

wrood IOoVEe, ot aN CXPensIve one, et

arish one Just goodd, 110 makes o
think and teel, laugh and Cr indd
there e much more we cian ask, i
tha Woan ither seasn

Judith Sims

Absence of Malice

seorrrriy Pawd Nevoman cnd Sealdly Foedd
teritten by Kurr Lwedtbe directed B
VWidrie Follac
(R 11} il et thit 1
1 g povie about jou
i Lk thwere sall
F 1o RO Miami reporte vl
! btdses st feiaked to her i
juestioruabyle e Hming
thia I eSS Newnun s unoer
investsition b i SInKe hofoe an tn
Hisupsearance Poa local longshorn
mey uron leader Newrnn e
cent, maturally, and proceeds o set th
record stoght In the process he and
Freld have o few gosrounds, and almost
CVETYLI el i i hier o
uppance i the end Well, fine N

teamed i
Prlathet

Know  and

et that s all prretenbeou

preachy, muddied about e

public s right te revealing

i ol revesling sources, and using thie

press o advance one s own ambieons
blabh blal Visenice of Malice man
e 1o add tuel and o wer blanket o
the Hamung e of journahstc ethis
farts of the flm are just oohsh
Sewnin, hurt, asks Field “Dont vin
know me wvet? Meaning how could
Jae thunk bime o hood when they ve
Peen gomy steady tor two nights i d

Much sUenes dl

THWS Rt

WOrse e tu
Freld has o be e
drorney o pet

orw
wliere

munded by the papet

puere from Newnun (wlhen Newnan
doesn’t answer Ins phone, she dioesn i
bother o call agan Give mwe o break)

Field shows no gualms about prnting

siories hased on the most o

or ot the-record — sources, then mems
pame and abor
who e

with

wound and prints the
tirrnid
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sponds 1o the
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But the Worst
Award goes 1o

lollowing exclhiange

Lom
shame

Line of the Year
Luedtke lor the
Field, o reply o
weirs 1o
wedding ring must be
Yo hear of Hiberation?
Yeah, but they ve all ugly
pings true This wis obvi
ously intended as o serious look at the

wriles
Newn s comment that she
therelore
singtle ever
NEWITLATL
Notlung

sometmes shoddy practices reporters
use to get their stories, but the inen
ton dealt a mere glancing blow w the
execution. Luedtke, according w the
pnnlm_lll i notes, has been a |ll|||‘||.'l|lhl
for more than twenty years, at the
Micn Herald and the Detroit Free
Priss There is very htle evidence of
that experience on the screen

Judith Sims
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