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Troops continue
desert maneuvers

CAIRO WEST AIR BASE, Egypt

U.S and Egyptian troops fired
ground-to-air missiles, in-
cluding Soviet SAM-7s, at
orange-colored drones and
miniature versions of Soviet
MiG-23 fighter pianes during
maneuvers Tuesday

On the second day of training
between American and Egyp-
tian forces participating in the
Bright Star 'B2 exercises, U S
troops in desert fatigues
showed off their anti-aircraft
skills

Meanwhile, in Addis Ababa
Ethiopia the pro-Soviet
governments of Ethiopia, Libya
and South Yemen condemned
the United States for "'arro-
gance of power in staging the
exercises, which they contend
are a threat to peace in the
Mideast and the Horn of Africa

The exercises on the training
field of this air base some 18
miles west of Cairo began
Saturday

The Americans — members of
the B2nd Airborne Division and
the 24th Mechanized Infantry
Division — had what Lt Gen
Robert Kingston said was a
good shoot at the moving
targets Kingston is head of
America’'s Rapid Deployment
Force

It's been a very valuable
experience,” said Lt Col Darrel
McFerron of the 18th Airborne
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Corps. "It's been an opportunity
to see the Egyptian air defense
system, which is basically
Soviet-produced, the type of
system we could encounter  in
combat

With 4 000 U.S. troops in-
volved in Bright Star '82. it is the
largest test of America's Rapid
Deployment Force, the unit
created to protect U S interests
in the Middle East should the
need arise

Recession looms,
says government

WASHINGTON

The “slight’” recession Pres
Reagan forecast a month ago
has become an "'average
downturn that will ruin the
administration’'s prediction for
strong economic growth in
1982, a chief administration
economist said Tuesday

The depth of this recession
will be about average rank
for the post-war period,”” Murray
Weidenbaum, chairman of the
president's Council on Econ
omic Advisers said in describing
the ;_figh!h recession in the
economy since World War ||

In an interview with a group of
reporters, Weidenbaum also
reaffirmed the possibility that
unemployment, at 8 percent of
the labor force in October
could return to a post-war peak
of 9 percent by next March

At the same time, he said
inflation running at a 14 B per
cent annual rate for consumer
prices in September, should
anmc to a rate of 7 percent to
8 percent for 1982 — the lowest
level since 1977

All in all, | see this as the
rocky road the economy travels
on the path to stronger growth
and less inflation he said
The kind of economic adjust-
ment we're going through IS
accompanied by rising unems-
ployment

Solidarity hopes
for conciliation

WARSAW, Poland

Solidarity and the Communist
government opened talks
Tuesday on the Polish crisis and
both sides expressed hope that
conciliation will end the turmoil
that has swept the nation tor
more than a year

Trade Union Minister
Stanislaw Ciosek, the chief
government representative
said in convening the discus
sions, 'This is a time of unrest in
Poland
hope

Solidarity's national spokes
man., Marek Brunne, said

but it 1s also a time of

““We are not preparing our
selves for an all-out bayonet
charge on the government
which means we are not in the
grip of do-or-die sentiments We
are not prepared to impose our
dictates on the government,
either

The government is asking
Solidarity to join a "'front of
national accord  and accept a
consultative role in dealing with
the country's acute social and
economic problems

Solidarity. however, wants a
partnership in a "'social-econ-

omic council,” along with n-
creased access to TV and radio
time. an independent judiciary
and free local elections

Senate committee
okays money bill

WASHINGTON
The Republican-controlled
Senate Appropriations Commit
tee, ignoring Pres Reagan's
written request for a five percent
across-the-board spending cut
Tuesday approved a massive
money bill to keep the govern-
ment in business after midnight
Friday

Both Democrats and Repub-
icans in Congress said they
expected Reagan to veto the bil
when 1t reaches his desk
probably Friday

That, in turn, could keep
Congress in session through
the weekend as it struggles to
draft a revised measure that
meels the president s condi
tions

The Senate apropriations
panel took its action after rejec
ting, on an 18-8 vote, a proposal
to cut spending by up to two
percent across the board

Reagan opposes
European missiles

WASHINGTON

Pres. Reagan is ready to
propose to the Soviet Union that
both superpowers virtually
eliminate nuclear missiles from
the European theater State
Department officials said
Tuesday

The president, it was said. will
use a foreign policy speech
today at the National Press Club
to embrace the so-called ""zero-
option approach as the goal
for Soviet-American ruegoha
tions on restraining nuclear for
ces in Europe

The option consists of an ex
pected U
dertake the planned de
ployment of new US medium

S. offer not to un

range missiies in Europe if the
Soviet Union agrees to disas
semble its own missiles
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