Court alters home videotape laws

By HENRY CRUMME
OF the Emerate
Using home videotape

recorders to record television
programs now is illegal, ac-
cording to a decision by the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals

The court’'s judges over-
tumed a lower court decision in
the case of Universal City
Studios vs. Sony Corporation of
America Ruling in favor of
Universal, the court decided
Oct. 19 that taping television
programs on home video
recorders constitutes copyright
infringement.

However, no owner of home
videotape equipment need fear
a midnight visit from officers of a
copyright law enforcement
agency. For now, the ruling af-
fects mainly the corporations
that build and market the ma-
chines. holding them liable for

damages

Taping TV programs now illegal

The high court suggested that
video manufacturers pay royal-
ties to the holders of television
copyrights, but what the
suggestion means for small
video distributors and con-
sumers is difficult to tell

For Victor Bium, owner of
Eugene’'s Video Plus, the short-
term effect of the ruling upon his
business is favorabie

“There's a lot of panic buying
going on night now,”” he says

But the long-term effect on
small distributors depends on
later court decisions. If the court
imposes a royalities system
upon manufacturers, the price
for videotape recorgers may go
up, forcing manufacturers to
demand a surcharge for blank
tape Blum says Eventually the
consumer will pay for the

copyright infringement. he says

“The ruling is not only unen-
forceable, but the reaction of
the normal middie-class Joe will
be ‘try and stop me!" " says
Marc Abrams, University jour-
nakism professor Furthermore,
the litigation is only binding
within those western states
served by the 9th Circuit Court
of Appeals. he says

Abrams aiso notes a problem
with royaity payments ~"How
does one judge know how much
home recording goes on? And
what is a fair price”?

George Bynon, director of the
University's Instructional Media
Center, says he doesn't think
the ruling will affect IMC policy
very much

The IMC already has strict
rules regulating the use of

copied materials, he says, in-
cluding taping programs only
one week in advance of show-
ing them and showing them only
once before erasing them

“The ruling doesn 't have any-
thing to do with the fair-use
clause or with educational
purposes,” he says “What is at
iIssue is the copying and later
use of recorded materiais in the
home '

However, the ruling may re-
sult in increased equipment
costs for the IMC, which could
mean higher student fees, Byn-
on says

The steadily growing number
of videotape recorders in the
United States already has hit
three milbon Some local video
distributors say they think the
Oct 19 ruling will not change
sales levels, although the pos-
sibility of soaring costs might
make wdeotape recorders too
expensive for some homes
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Complled by Matt Meyer
Campus Information:
686-INFO, ask for tape 651
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