Guinness limits weirder categories

NEW YORK (AP) — For a
quarter century, people have
eaten fire, swallowed swords,
slept between beds of nails,
even devoured a bicycle and a
tree, just to get into the world's
most famous record book.

Now the Guinness Book of
World Records is ''‘closing the
book™ on some of its records,
declaring some winners for
eternity in categories the editors
consider life-threatening or
particularly dangerous.

No more sword-swallowing
No more bike-eating. No more
bodies sandwiched between
beds of nails.

“There is sufficient planned
lunacy on television without our
having to add to it,"”" says Norris
McWhirter, the book's co-
founder and editor in London

""Something eventually
reaches a point that we don't
want to include it.,”” McWhirter

says. “People can do what they
like, but we're not going to
chronicle it. Maybe the obituary
columns will, but we won't.”

The 1982 American edition of
the book is being released
Thursday. Since it was first
published in 1955, it has been
the superiative book of superia-
tives. But there are a few things
it's never been, namely a place
for what the editors call "'gratui-
tously dangerous” feats like the
lowest height from which a
handcuffed parachutist has
dived or the thinnest burning
rope ever to suspend a man in a
straitjacket from a flying
helicopter

“We are 3 or 4 percent zany,
25 percent sports achievements
and the rest almost academic —
the sciences and the like, ™’
McWhirter, 56, says

Among the new zany entries
« M. Lotito of Evrey, France,
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who ate a bicycle during a
15-day period in 1977. He ate
the frame in the form of metal
filings; the tires were cut into
strips and “'stewed.”’

* Joe Swaltney, 19, who ate an
11-foot birch sapling -
branches, leaves and a 4. 7-inch
diameter trunk — in 89 hours to
win a Chicago radio station's
‘most outrageous’’ contest.

 Count Desmond, of
Binghamton, N.Y., who
swallowed 13 23-inch-long
sword blades.

Desmond's sword-swallowing
feats are the final word in that
category. “We don't want him
trying any more, saying he cut
his guts out for Guinness,’ says
David Boehm, 67, American
editor of the book

The bike-eating category,
which the book calls “"the ul-
timate act of stupidity,” was
recorded because "it 1s unlikely
to attract competition.’’ No
other entries will be considered
in that category

This year the fire-eating
category is followed by a
warning: “'Fire-eating is poten-

tially a‘highly dangerous activi-
ty."

Among eating records,
McWhirter says the book will not
list records for potentially
dangerous items such as live
ants, goldfish, chewing gum or
raw eggs in shells.

The “Iron Maiden” category
is another being stopped. Ver-
non Craig of Wooster, Ohio, set
the record in 1977 by lying
between beds of nails with
1,642% pounds of weight on
top

“It's quite extraordinary, but |
think if they go up much higher
there's a great danger somecne
will be smpaled. We feel that's
something we shouldn’t en-
courage.”’

Other new entries include
» Picasso was a prolific painter,
but Morris Katz, 49, of New York
City made the new book after
finishing his 82.000th saleable
painting. Katz says he sells his
paintings ‘‘cheap and often "

« Walter Cavanagh of Santa
Clara, Calif , has the worid’s
largest credit card collection —
1,098 cards with a combined
line of credit of $1.25 million

» The world's most prolific liv-
ing mother is Leontina Albina,
57, of San Antonio, Chile, who
has produced 44 children and
was pregnant when the book
went to press

One record holder is the book
itself, the "all-time copyrighted
best-seller and world's fastest
selling title,"”" with 44 million
copies in print increasing by
60,000 to 80,000 a week. It's
published in 23 languages, and
a Chinese edition will come out
this year

McWhirter and his twin
brother, Ross, were 29 when
Arthur Guinness, Son & Co. Ltd
— brewers of Guinness stout —
hired them to compile a book of
facts that would help settle
arguments in pubs. The
McWhirters already were run-
ning a research bureau that fed
newspapers with obscure
sports records

Boehm became the book’s
American publisher and editor
in 1957 When Ross was killed
by Irish terrorists in 1975, Norris
took over their firm, Guinness
Superlatives Ltd
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