Aid applicants face delays, cuts

By ANN PORTAL
Of the Emerald

Don't expect to find a finan-
cial aid packet in the mailbox —
at least for a while.

Although the financial aid of-
fice is ready to begin handing
out aid, it can't start until Pres.
Reagan's budget cuts have
been approved. Financial aid
director Ed Vignoul says he has
no idea when that will be.

"We do not know what our
level of funding will be, and we
don't know when to expect a
valid answer,'' Vignoul says.

The federal Department of
Education announced Thurs-
day that Congress reached a
compromise on the extent of
cuts in the Basic Educational
Opportunity Grant program.
About 60,000 students will be
eliminated, 40,000 less than
Reagan had recommended.

The compromise decision is
expected to end a freeze on
processing applications, but
Vignoul says it could be weeks
before the notification filters
down to the University office.

By March 1 — the priority
funding deadline — Vignoul's
. office had received nearly twice
last year's number of requests.
The financial aid office had
received 2,000 more completed
applications by last Friday.

Vignoul says it's too early to
say if requests have really dou-
bled, or if students are just filing
their applications earlier.
Students who haven't yet filed
are probably out of luck, he
says.
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In March, the financial aid
office committed itself to notify-
ing students of their aid by May
1. Vignoul says he's now plan-
ning to send a letter in the next
few weeks indicating only the
office’'s assessment of the
student's budget, need and
eligibility for next year. But
those letters won't be the aid
offer.

The delay will be especially
hard on students who applied
for aid for summer session, Vig-
noul says.

‘“That's really unfortunate.
One of our primary purposes is
to let students know so they can

OSU frat pushes keg
60 miles for charity

PORTLAND (AP) — About 45
members of the Oregon State
University Delta Tau Delta fra-
ternity pushed a beer keg nearly
60 miles Saturday and Sunday
morning to raise money for the
National Kidney Foundation.

for Spring
for your new job

We have something

different for you in
weight control.

Fraternity members left Cor-
vallis Saturday morning,
traveling various roads and
highways, rolling the keg in
relay fashion.

They left Tigard, a southeast
Portland suburb, at 9 a.m.

You can change the way you look...

for lifelong weight control.

No gimmicks, no miracles, no fads — just basic facts on how
to take charge of your life and lose weight for good.
Success{ul weight control is a lifelong process and it's not

easy to get started alone.

In Sacred Heart's weight control program, you can learn

new lifelong eating

d activity habits. You'll enjoy our small

group classes and personalized instruction led by registered

dietitians.

Daytime and evening groups begin the week of April 13.
Classes meet for 10 weeks with follow-up sessions at six and
twelve months. Preregistration is needed to reserve your
spot. Individual programs are also available.

Let us help you get started with weight control by calling

Education Services at 686-7074. We will send you a detailed
brochure which will describe our
weight control program. We have
something different for you!!
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plan for their future.”

Aid will go first to students
with the greatest financial need,
Vignoul says. Most of those
students will receive BEOGs,
and any amount cut from
BEOGs by the administration
will be made up from other
forms of aid.

Another common form of aid,
the National Direct Student
Loan, has had its University al-
location cut by about $500,000,
Vignoul says. Work study and
supplementary grants are "‘up a
little'" or at last year's level.

The Guaranteed Student
Loan program for next year is up

in the air, but the Oregon
Scholarship Commission won't
process applications for next
year until July, says Vignoul. He
says he doesn’t expect any for-
mal action to be taken on the
program until Oct. 1, the begin-
ning of the year for GSL.

Vignoul says University
students who receive financial
aid have a '‘very, very good"
record of repayment. The
default rate on student loans
has decreased from 21 percent
three years ago to 8 percent this
year.

"“God knows it's a high risk
loan — and it's money well
spent.”

But when students don't
repay, it's “'taking bread out of
somebody's mouth. | think it's a
moral obligation.”

Honesty among applicants
seems to be another problem,
according to Vignoul. Students
cheat on their financial aid ap-
plications "“more than we'd like
to see,"” he says.

But the office's computer
system compares information
with other campus computers,
and disciplinary action can be
taken when discrepancies are
found, he says.

Such action can include ask-
ing that money be repaid,
remanding a student to the
University student disciplinary
committee and canceling a
student's remaining eligibility.

But "'to a certain extent, our
system is built on the integrity of
the student,” Vignoul says.
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THE 25 HOUR
CONTACT LENS

IS HERE

After years of waiting, the extended-wear contact lens is on the
market. And we have it. In stock, ready for you.

Work, play, sleep. Do it all in the 25-Hour Lens.

At the Contact Lens Clinic of Eugene
our only business is contact lenses.

Contact Lens Clinic of Eugene

683-2224

Visa and Mastercharge Welcome

401 E. 10th

Dr. Philip Stockstad, Optometrist

walking distance to the University
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