On Salvadoran instability

Experts’outlooks disagree

By STEWART WRIGHT
Of the Emerald

Two contradictory views of
violence and instability in El
Salvador were presented during
a conference on Latin American
human rights Friday.

John Blacken, director of the
state department’'s Office of
Central American Affairs, and
Ruben Zamora of the Salvador-
an leftist organization, Frente
Democracio Revolucionario,
discussed government reforms
in El Salvador, American
intervention and the country's
right-wing government.

Blacken said during the
country's agrarian reform pro-
gram, all plots of land of more
than 500 hectares were claimed
by the government and returned
to peasants in smaller allot-
ments.

While Blacken admitted the
plan hasn't been a complete
success, he maintained it had
taken the land out of the hands
of the oligarchs and returned it
to the people. The leftists
believed the plan probably
would increase the power of the
government, he added.

And if the government falls,
violence would increase
because the country would be

taken over by right-wing ex-
tremists, he said.

But Zamora disagreed.

“From our perspective the
question is why the American
government is imposing its will
on the Salvadoran people. What
he (Blacken) is implying is if the
American government with-
draws, the junta will fall."

Zamora said it's difficult to
accurately count the number of
leftists in the country because
they meet only in small groups
for no more than 10 or 15 min-
utes out of fear of security
forces.

Blacken claimed that during a
leftist strike in August of 1979,
about 85 percent of the workers
showed up on the job. -

Zamora said, however, that
the government told factory
workers they would lose their
jobs if they struck, and told
drivers they would lose their
licenses if they didn't drive.

Asked why members of
security forces who commit
atrocities aren’t prosecuted,
Blacken said the government
lacks an effective court system.

“If a judge hands down an
indictment, the person con-
cerned is out within three days,"
he said.

Blacken also said land reform

Contaminated laboratory
cleaned; reopens today

A University science labora-
tory contaminated last week
with radioactive material
reopens todax after being
decontaminated, health phy-
sicist Edward Baily says.

The radioactive spill Tuesday
shut the lab down and exposed
four graduate students to radia-
tion. After the room was moni-
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crowd against a one-sided view
of human rights that doesn't
consider the United States' na-
tional interest as well as basic
human rights.

“The pursuit of human rights
is in our interest,” Blacken said.
“The question is where to strike
the balance.”

And unless a balance is
struck, “it will be impossible to
influence U.S. foreign policy,”
Rofe said.

The panel ended with a small
speech by moderator William
Wipfler, director of the National
Council of Churches' human
rights office.

“The human rights movement
was not started by Carter, and |
don’t think Reagan will sup-
press it,”” Wipfler said. "I am
convinced that we're in the
midst of a human rights revival.
That movement is a universal
reality of our time.

“You have to decide whether
you will become part of it or be
overtaken by the movement."”
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tored for radiation, the spill area
was cleaned with soap and
water, a decontamination agent
and a diluted acid solution,
Bailey says.

Friday a few spots of "'fixed
radiation,’’ residue from the spill
that can't be removed through
decontamination, were covered
by a protective seal.
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is "‘a political as well as an
economic effort.

“It's representative of the
government's efforts to regain
support.”

State Department information
obtained from sources such as
satellite surveillance and guer-
rilla documents indicates other
countries — with the help of the

Soviet Union — have shipped
600 tons of military equipment
to leftist groups in El Salvador,
Blacken said.

But Zamora said if the guer-
rilla documents existed, they
undoubtedly came from
government security forces and
were probably confessions ex-
tracted through torture.
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Island Plate Lunch ...
includes salad, rice, and a different specialty daily.

Super Taco
Homemade Soup
Quesadillas

. . . plus a selection of freshly baked pastries and tropical juices.

Breakfast and lunch served also
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L It’s time you and your hair

| 2709 Willamette St.

Wandering from §
one hair salon
to another?

settle down to a reliable hair
stylist.

Call Albert
at 683-2921

| and make an appointment for

a free consultation. Together
we'll create a hair style to

satisfy your needs.
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Price includes eye examination, contact lenses, chemical disinfection supplies,
and complete follow-up service with most fittings completed in the same day.

683-2224

Contact Lens Clinic
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401 E. 10th

walking distance to the University

Dr. Philip Stockstad, Optometrist
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BUY MEl T HAPPEN SORRY SAM, PLAY IT AGAIN
T HELLD, I'm SAM TO BE A $000 USED RECORD, CAN'T BUY RECORDS TWAT SKiR
AWD I Know OUR CUSTOMERS JUST WON'T
ORDS TAPES YEAH, AND WANT TO TRAKE yoUu HOWE.
REC wo Th You SkiP pPaerTY BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME
B4 WILLARETTE & 762 E. I3TH 3T BuYs RECoRes &Goop Too! \
PRESENTS | \ AT A VERY 2o
s A M | :
Dy
pdﬂ jrﬂlk(‘
2o Sk |
Page 3

) W e g o i Y S S e



