Reagan assures South Korea of support

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Pres. Ronald Reagan promised
South Korea on Monday that the
United States will maintain its
troop strength in the Pacific
region and its long commitment
to defend South Korea '‘against
aggression.”

Reagan told the visiting
South Korean president, Chun
Doo-hwan, that ‘‘our special
bond of freedom and friendship
is as strong today'' as it was 30
years ago.

During remarks following a
one-hour meeting with Chun,
Reagan made clear that his ad-
ministration will give high prior-
ity to its relationship with South
Korea, which had suffered
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strains during the four years of
the Carter administration.

By inviting Chun for a visit
ahead of leaders of major U.S.
allies, Reagan also showed his
administration has confidence
in the Chun government, which
seized power in a military coup
following the assassination of
Pres. Park Chung-hee in Oc-
tober of 1979.

The United States main-
tains a military force of about
39,000 in South Korea. Former
Pres. Jimmy Carter withdrew
several thousand U.S. troops in
1979 to the dismay of the Ko-
rean military, and Chun wanted
assurances that Reagan
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Speaking to reporters with
Chun at his side, Reagan said
he has assured the Korean
leader that “‘the United States
will remain a reliable and Pacific
partner and we shall maintain
the strength of our forces in the
Pacific."

Reagan said U.S. Asian al-
lies, including South Korea,
Japan, Australia and New
Zealand, "will have our contin-
ued support as our European
allies have."

For his part, Chun said:
“President Reagan has given
his firm assurances that the
United States has no intention
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of withdrawing the American
forces in Korea. | am pleased
that the present level of the
United States military presence
in Korea will be maintained."
Chun said U.S forces
provide “‘a vital and
indispensable contribution to
not only peace in Korea, but
peace and tranquility in the
Northeast Asia region."”
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Reagan and Chun met for
an hour, and then Reagan held
a luncheon in Chun's honor in
the White House Red Room.
Also attending the luncheon
were Vice Pres. George Bush,
Secretary of State Alexander
Haig, Jr., National Security Ad-
viser Richard Allen and Secre-
tary of Defense Caspar Wein-
berger.
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