
Airport expansion plans irk land owners 
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Plane travelers are often sur- 

prised at the miniature size of 
Eugene s city-owned airport, 
but a full-scale expansion plan 
should change its look 

The Mahlon Sweet Airport 
Master Plan, a revision of the 
plan adopted by the city council 
in 1972. calls for $18 million in 

improvements by the year 2000 
The plan, prepared by a San 

Francisco firm, surveys existing 
airport facilities, forecasts fu- 
ture usage of airport facilities, 
recommends improvements 
and estimates costs 

Mahlon Sweet, located on 

1,500 acres northwest of 
Eugene and west of Highway 
99N. currently operates a 
crowded passenger terminal for 
United, Hughes Air West, Fron- 
tier and Air Oregon airlines 

The airport also houses 18 
corporate aircraft and several 
hundred smaller aircraft It 
provides sales, servicing, flight 
instruction, rental charters, and 
offers two aviation shops 

The plan includes considera- 
tion of effects on the environ- 
ment and protection of aircraft 
approaches and clear zones 

The San Francisco firm says 
the airport will reach its opera- 
tional capacity by 1985, and a 
new general aviation runway 
will be required to handle the 
additional air traffic 

The package plan includes an 

expanded terminal building and 

parking area, a new runway east 
of Green Hill Road, more han- 

gars and aircraft parking 
spaces a taller control tower, a 

radar station and a new fire sta- 
tion, says airport operations 
manager Larry Schoelerman 

There is disagreement as to 
whether the airport should be 
included within the jurisdiction 
of the Metropolitan Area Gener- 
al Plan — currently under con- 

sideration by Eugene. Spring- 
field and Lane County 

The metropolitan plan 
recommends that local govern- 
ments control development 
within the airport environment 
in order to minimize impact 
upon the population and ensure 
that development doesn't inter- 
fere with air space needs 

Encroachment of land 
development around the airport 
is a major concern, says airport 
manager Bob Shelby 

Property owners say they are 

unhappy with the prospects of 

including zoning in the vicinity 
of the airport within the me- 

tropolitan plan because they will 
be prohibited from developing 
their land. 

Eugene lawyer Ray Fechtel 

says the city shouldn't discour- 

age private development of the 
land if it doesn't intend to buy it 

Vernon Gleaves, a Eugene 
attorney representing a proper- 
ty owner, says he doesn't think 
the airport has enough informa- 
tion to support inclusion of the 
land for airport use within the 
metropolitan plan 

Other landowners argue that 
their locations are convenient 
for business purposes provided 
by airport carrier services 

But business demands will 
increase service demands and 
demand placed upon the envir- 
onment 

Bruce Chase, chairer of the 
aviation committee of the 
Eugene Area Chamber of Com- 
merce. says the city has histor- 
ically controlled growth near the 
airport by limiting services 

Chase says no sewage sys- 
tem could currently support ad- 
ditional motels, restaurants and 
businesses 

If people work near the air- 
port, lack of services won t in- 
terfere with inevitable growth. 
Schoelerman says People are 

going to say, "I work out there, 
why not live out there9" 

The airport will have to bear 
the cost burden of retrofitting 
(insulating) houses with thicker 
glass, double-pane windows 
and so on. he says 

Building contractors will be 
required to use special insula- 
tion materials which will be 
more costly for them, Schoeler- 
man says 

The airport plan also calls for 
"noise contours" set by the FAA 
which would prevent residential 
development within noise-sen- 
sitive areas 

Gleaves says his client is 
aware of the potential noise 
problem, but it isn't enough of a 

problem to negate possibilities 
for a future business develop- 
ment 

Land owners argue that 
because they aren't in the flight 
path, because they will build 
attractive developments, and 
because they use the airport 
they have a right to develop 
their land 

But developers may have to 
deal with congestion from in- 

creased useage 
The number of commercial 

airline passengers using Mah- 
lon Sweet is expected to in- 
crease to 568,000 annually by 
the year 2000, compared with 
186,000 in 1977 Total aircraft 
take-offs and landings at Mah- 
lon Sweet are also expected to 
increase — to about 395,000 
annually by the turn of the cen- 

tury, compared with 170,000 in 
1977 

Last summer the FAA 

changed its ruling so that 
"simultaneous approaches" to 

the runway are no longer al- 
lowed This has resulted in 

greater air congestion, 
Shoelerman says 

Photo by Jimmi Harris 
Eugene's Mahlon Sweet Airport is preparing for increased air traffic with a plan to double its capacity. 

Although Mahlon Sweet 
hasn t received any indication 
from the FAA that congestion 
problems pose “current 
hazards." Schoelerman says 
the airport expects to have 
radar installed within 12 to 18 
months 

The radar facility for air traffic 

control purposes has been pur- 
chased from the Fairchild Air 
Force Base in Spokane, Wash 
Currently, the airport uses a 

radar link-up system, which is 
tied with Seattle radar opera- 
tions 

Once the expansion plan has 
been accepted, two to three 

years will be needed to examine 
architects' bids Full expansion 
plans probably won’t get un- 

derway until 1982 or 1983, 
Schoelerman says 

The airport commission will 
review the plan before it goes to 
the city council for considera- 
tion in December. 
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Tire and Auto Center 

Free Vacation 

Safety Inspection 
with this coupon 

WE WILL CHECK: 
Transmission Fluid 
Anti-Freeze 
Tire Wear 
Front End 

Brakes 
Exhaust 
Shocks 
Oil Level 

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” 

Appointments suggested Call 687-7095 
183 10th Ave. W on the Downtown Mall 

Offer valid thru Dec. 15th 


