
Anti-nuclear activist urges end to arms race 
By DOUG FICK 
Of the Emerald 

Activist David MacReynolds 
urges people to unite and fight 
non-violently to end the nuclear 
arms race and nuclear power in 
the United States 

MacReynolds, a member of 
the American Socialist Party 
and the War Resistors League, 
is a longtime opponent of nu- 

clear power and the arms race 

He and six other American 
pacifists recently protested 
U S -Soviet arms build-up 

MacReynoids appeared on 

campus Monday and Tuesday in 

conjunction with a series of nu- 

clear alternative events spon- 
sored by various environmental 
and anti-war groups in the area 

MacReynolds says he 
believes that the “inherent 
problem of madness” of the 
human race has spurred a U S 
Soviet fight for nuclear super- 
iority that can have no winner 

“Today, in one-half hour, the 
Soviet Union can lay this 
country to waste It is comfort- 
ing. however, to realize that we 
can destroy the Soviet Union 

'We must realize that our 

safety relies upon our ablity to 
kill every Soviet citizen simply 
because they are Russian,” 
says MacReynolds 

The vast U S and Soviet nu- 
clear arsenals have created an 
environment in which a human 
error or rash judgement could 
begin a disasterous nuclear ex- 

change. he says He cites a 
recent incident at a U S military 
command station in Colorado 
as an example The station s 

computers indicated that Soviet 
missies had been launched at 
the United States, but a com- 

puter check during the last 
stages of preparation for a 

counter-attack revealed the 
Soviet missies'' were actually 
the rising moon 

The effects of the moon had 
not been programmed into the 
computers 

”We nearly had WW III 
because of the rising of the 
moon." he says 

MacReynolds also empha- 
sizes the negative social and 
economic consequences of the 
arms race 

The belief that military 
spending creates jobs and 

spurs the economy is a fallacy, 
he says 

Weapons production is an ir- 

regular business, and job 
security in that industry is lowet 
than in any other Workers, he 
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says, have little or no insurance 

against lay-offs because their 
jobs depend upon weapons 
contracts which are awarded on 
an irregular basis.” 

MacReynolds says inflation is 
rooted in the military budget. 
The military uses manpower 
and money to produce products 
that cannot be used by the gen- 
eral public and the economy 
does not benifit from military 
spending 

He stresses that the military 
monopolizes individuals whose 
talents could be used more 

beneficially in the private sec- 
tor 

"If you want to cut inflation, 
you have to think seriously 
about cutting the military bud- 
get 

Significant progress toward 
total nuclear disarmament can 

only occur if the United States 
begins to disarm unilaterally, he 
says, adding he is confident that 
if the United States voluntarily 
cuts back its nuclear stockpile, 
the Soviet Union would also 
make arms cut-backs. 

MacReynolds says he has lit- 
tle faith in the effectiveness of 
disarmement negotiations 
which are conducted under a 

"restrictive feeling of distrust 
and paranoia.” 

Progress made during 
U S -Soviet disarmament nego- 
tiations is unfavorably offset by 
increased military spending, he 
says Because the support of 
military leaders is essential to 
the success of treaty negotia- 
tions and ratification they use 
their influence to demand in- 
creased military spending and 

new nuclear weapons systems 
MacReynotds cites the Salt II 

treaty as an example, stressing 
that the Carter administration's 
efforts to gain ratification of the 

treaty have included promises 
of increased military spending 
and deployment of the new MX 
missile system 

“The only encouragement to 
the Russians is that the people 
who are building the MX 
missiles are the same people 
who built the DC 10.” 

McReynolds supports the Salt 
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II treaty even though he believes 
it is not a positive step toward 
disarmament, but a token show 
of American support for de- 
tente 

McReynolds is also con- 
cerned with the effects of nu- 
clear power 

The worst possible accident 
that could have occured at 
Three Mile Island is better than 
the best possible result of a nu- 
clear weapon detonation,” he 
says 

The dangers of nuclear power 
are not as great as those pre- 
sented by nuclear weapons, he 
says Human error, waste dis- 
posal and the difficulties pre- 
sented by decommissioning 
nuclear reactors are the grea- 
test dangers of nuclear power 

MacReynolds says high 
costs, poor use of labor and 
safety flaws were graphically 
illustrated by the Three Mile Is- 
land accident, and as a result 
the popularity of nuclear power 
in this country is declining. 

The primary threat of nuclear 
power, he says, is the exporta- 
tion of nuclear power to other 
countries 

"Jesus Christ, what you are 

doing is selling nuclear reactors 

to nations that can make 
weapons out of them.” 

The nuclear power and nu- 
clear weapons industries can be 
shut down if protestors are 

prepared to provide job alterna- 
tives for those presently em- 

ployed in the nuclear industry, 
he says 

McReynolds said the facilities 
producing nuclear technology 
can be successfully converted 
to produce other products us- 

ing the same labor 
Most nuclear production 

facilities, he argues, could be 
easily converted to produce 
trains and urban mass-transit 
systems 

MacReynolds, an avowed 
socialist, believes a significant 
United States nuclear power 
and weapons policy change 
cannot occur under this 
country's capitalist system 

The fight to end nuclear 
power and the arms race must 
be a non-viofent fight, he insists 

Violence, McReynolds says, 
will cause a loss of public 
support for the protest 
movement. 

What you want to build is a 
decent society and guns don’t 
build a decent society 

44 

OAKWAY CINEMA 
OAKWAY MALL 342-5351 

NOW PLAYING 
WEEK DAYS 7:30 9:20 

SAT. SUN. 2, 3:50, 5:35, 7:30, 9:20 

the strangest things happen 
when you wear polka dots 

In any language, 
the film is 
laugh-out-loud 
funny.’* —Newsweek 

“Wonderfully 
zany!” 

—New York Daily News 

“A sparkling 
comedy!” 

—San Francisco Chronicle 

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 

BARGAIN MATINEE 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1:45-4 PM 

ALL SEATS SI.00 

Cole’s Artist Supplies is happy to present 

A NEW DISCOUNT 
CARD 

available to all our customers 

Ask for the card that gives you $10 in 
merchandise for every $100 that you — or 

any member of your family — spend at 
Cole’s. 

This offer excludes custom framing, 
sale items, and charges. 339 E 11th Ave 

345-4001 
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