Walking home all alone? ‘Borrow-a-Beast’

Escort service helps'to prevent rape

By KARIN SHINSEKI
Of the Emerald

The 1979-80 school year is
underway. Unfortunately, at-
tacks on women around cam-
pus have also begun.

Concern for the safety of
University women has sparked
interest in existing escort ser-
vices, such as those offered by
fraternities. It has also given
birth to new ones, such as Bor-
row-a-Beast.

Borrow-a-Beast is the name
for the Bean East dorm complex
escort service (hence the name
Bean East: Beast).

This service, and others like it,
is offered to women who live in
the general campus area,
whether in dormitories, sorori-
ties, apartments or co-ops.
Women who must travel during
the evening to and from classes,
or anywhere on campus, can
call on an escort volunteer to
see them safely to their destina-
tion.

The escort idea on this cam-
pus seems to have originated
among the fraternities. Campus
Security had received several
calls a week from women who
needed to be escorted to or
from their homes. But its policy
is to provide accompaniment

University of Puget Sound School
of Law representative to speak on
campus Monday, Oct. 22

UPS Law Professor Alan Kirtley will meet with interested
students in the EMU (room to be announced) from 1:30-3 p.m.
to talk about law school in general and the University of Puget
Sound in particular. Topics such as preparation for law school,

law school admission, curriculum and placement will be
discussed. Time will be provided for individual questions.
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1 cup whete flour
I tsp. salt

crispen s they cool.

Hours
Mon -Fri. 8:15-5:30

Sat 10:00-2.00

1% tsp. baking powder

Preheat oven to 350°. Seft together the firm four ingredients
rwice. Cut in the yogurt. Melr the butter in 2 little tiny pan. Toast
the sesame seeds in the butter until they are perfect. Add roasted
swsame seeds 1o barter. Mix in the e water. Knead hghely (20
strokes . Roll to 4 mch thick. Cut with knife or cooky cutter. Prick
all over with a fork. Bake on 2 hightly-greased cooky sheet 10
manutes, or until bghtly brown. Cool them ra : rack. They will 1

NOW $6.35

Homemade Sesame Crackers

1 cup whole wheat flour

2 Ths. sesame: seeds
1 Ths. butter

b cup yogurt

scant ¥ cup xe water

only in special cases where
there is cause for fear — when
there have been specific threats
against a woman, or when su-
spicious looking character are
lurking about.

After learning about the
problem, the Intrafraternity
Council ‘‘began looking for
things to do,"’ says council pre-
sident Mike Kehoe.

When the escort idea arose at
a meeting, IFC members unan-
imously agreed to try it. Since
winter,1978, fraternity houses
have taken turns being ‘‘on
call.”

A member of the Lane Inter-
agency Rape Team commends
the frat members' intentions,
but adds that such programs
only “touch the surface’ of the
problem. Women need to be
aware of how to lessen the
chance of being confronted as
well as what to do when at-
tacked, she says, adding that
women don't have to "‘lock
themselves indoors."

To lessen the chance of con-
frontation, women should stick
to well-lighted streets, avoid
taking shortcuts and travel in
pairs, says a Rape Team
member. The University’'s Tel-
Info service tape No.730 tells
‘““How to Prevent Rape and
Sexual Assaults.”

A rape prevention worker
says that 50 percent of rapes
and assaults are committed by
an acquaintance of the victim,
or persons the victim on
sight. And she worries about a
lack of screening for the escort
services, t0o.

Escort services are not a new
idea. In covering the aftermath
of an Oregon State University
woman’'s murder in 1972, The
Oregonian reported that anyone
who had to venture out after
dark on the OSU campus called
on male escorts.

The idea of women having to
depend on men for protection
bothered one rape prevention
worker, who advocated educa-
tion to defend oneself. Work-
shops are always available, she
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said. Interested groups of
women need only call the Rape
Crisis Network or Rape Team to
arrange for a speaker

Response to the University's
escort services appears to be
positive. Don Brooks, campus
director of public safety, says it
has worked well Brooks con-
siders it an “‘honor system’’ kind
of program

Women who have used the
programs are generaliy positive
about them

“It's really great that the guys
are concerned about our safe-
ty,” says Renata Huso, Parson
dormitory resident. The escorts
are "always around” and are
“real friendly,”” she says

“It's fantastic,”’ says Amy
Kesteloots. “You just call them
up and order a beast — a guy —
no matter what time it is. It's a
great way to get out and meet
them.”
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Jeff Loomis of Bean East
agrees

“It's a great way to get out
and meet giris. It gets everyone
involved. Even the shy guys.”

One thing the escort service
organizers are wary about are
women who make an
appointment and don’t show up.
Blacklists are kept on no-shows
Kevin Vorheis of the IFC adds
that he hoped women feel free
and confident to use the service
at any time — before they find
out why it was started in the first
place.

For additional information,
call the Borrow-a-Beast Escort
Service at 485-9150; Caswell
Bean Escort Service, 485-9029;
Interfraternity Council Escort
Service, 686-3701; Wilcox Es-
cort Service, 485-9145, Rape
Crisis Network, 485-6700; Lane
Interagency Rape Team,
687-4478; Tel-Info (Tape 730),
686-4636
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