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Do neckties project the inner nature 
of those who wear them? Are they a 
silent transmission of sexuality? Or are 

women, tired of being subjected to 
fashions designed by men, secretly 
plotting to allow men to choke them- 
selves senseless with their ties? 

These questions are inspired by 
recent statements made by Gerald An- 
dersen, executive director of the Neck- 
wear Association of America on the 
occasion of the “dressing up” of the 
White House staff. 

The staffers used to hang around in 
casual clothes, Andersen says. But 
when Pres. Carter shook up his Cabinet 
and promoted some of his aides, neck- 
ties played an important part in the 
White House's new “take charge" 
image, Andersen says. A tie is not just a 

tie, he notes. 
“A tie has a visual vocabulary that 

indicates at a glance who the wearer 

wants to be and what he wants you to 
think about him,” Andersen says. "The 
necktie often says it all, and on a most 
personal level.” 

Andersen's statements could be 
seen as slick salesmanship in light of 
the association he represents. But the 
study of the evolution of our civiliza- 
tion’s clothing has provided us with 
some interesting theories. Why do 
people wear such things as neckties? 
Volumes have been written on the sub- 
ject. 

Works such as “The Importance of 
Wearing Clothing," by Lawrence 
Langner tell us that the necktie was 

introduced to this country in 1660. Like 
most useless objects, the tie once had a 

very important function. As its name 

implies, the necktie tied the collar 
around the neck. 

But with the advent of one-piece 
shirts, the tie took on a deeper 
sociological significance, Langner 
says. 

Not needed to actually fasten an- 

ymore, “the necktie has become a 

symbol of modern man’s superiority, for 
to be sure that in selection and wearing 
a tie, he reveals his conservatism or 

bohemianism, or some other attitude 
towards life. 

“And even in his day-by-day selec- 

tion of the tie to wear, he fits the apparel 
to his mood — he can indicate his 
interest in horse racing (ascot tie), his 
loss of a friend or relative at a funeral 
(black tie), and even his membership in 
the Socialist Party in England (red tie),” 
Langner says. “Or he can show his 
disdain for his class by refusing to wear 

one at all. Or he can refer to his necktie 
as a phallic symbol to confuse his lady 
friends.” 

Shades of Freud. What might this 
mean for those sporting bow ties, or 

even polka-dotted ties? 
Langner’s theory jives with the opin- 

ion of Andersen, the neckwear as- 

sociation spokesman, but University 
Pres. William Boyd is not convinced. 

“It seems to be a self-serving sta- 
tement to get us all to buy more ties,” 
Boyd says of Andersen's statement. 
Admitting that he wears a tie as "part of 
his uniform” because it is expected of 
him, Boyd adds that he wouldn't want 
others to presume the nature of his 
personality by the ties he wears. 

George Kramer, assistant to Lane 
County Commissioner Archie Wein- 
stein, said he wears a tie more out of 
habit than anything else. Weinstein, a 
colorful dresser, doesn't wear ties but 
he wasn’t available to explain. 

However, "On a day-to-day basis, it 

doesn’t make a damned bit of differ- 
ence whether or not you wear a neck- 
tie,” Kramer says. 

Kramer says he's not sure that more 

neckties in the White House mean abler 
administrators. 

Navy chiefs should note Langner’s 
assurance that clothing is "part and 
parcel" of our civilization — and that 
ties are part of the package. 

David Moursund, professor of com- 

puter science at the Univerity, says the 
tradition of wearing a tie on campus nas 
been slowly dying over the years. 

"The only time I wear a tie is to 

weddings and funerals,” Moursund 
says. He remembers a meeting of 35 
University department heads in 1969. “I 
walked in and was the only one without 
a tie," he says. 

Indeed, Western culture on the whole 
seems to be passing through a casual 
clothing stage. Although current fa- 
shion trends appear to be going 
through a "dressier" phase, one look 
on campus shows that anything goes. 
With unisex clothing the norm, 
gender-guessing isn’t the cinch it used 
to be. 

But Boyd commented on one differ- 
ence that still exists between men and 
women — the necktie. Boyd says that 
"neckties remain a peculiarly mas- 
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culine piece of masochism." 
According to Langner, we have 

dressed our men in clothes lableled 
"male" and women in clothes labeled 
“female” for thousands of years, and 
"utility, ornamentation and sexual at- 
traction initially had little to do with it. 

"Then men prohibited one sex from 
wearing the clothes of the other, in 
order to maintain this differentiation,” 
Langner says. Western civilization ac- 

complished this by providing trousers, 
knickerbockers, pleated kilts or tunics 
and other legwear that permitted free 
movement for the male. The female was 
forced to wear hampering skirts and 
dresses which impeded her 
movements, he says. 

Langner also notes that "women 
have continued to rebel against what 
they regard as the injustice of being 
required to wear skirts. As a result, it is 
not hard today to imagine a world in 
which both sexes will wear exactly the 
same clothes." 

To some extent this already exists in 
Red China, where both men and 
women wear quilted blue shirts and 
trousers, he says. 

Perhaps they concur with Henry 
David Thoreau, who in the best Con- 
fucian tradition, said: "Neckties stran- 
gle clear thinking.” 
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SPEED READING COURSE 

TO BE TAUGHT IN EUGENE 
Arrangements have been made for Wa- 

shington Rapid Reading Centers of Seattle to 
conduct their famous speed reading and 
study technique course to a limited number 
of qualified people here in Eugene. 

This course can train the average person 
to read five to ten times faster and with better 
comprehension, concentration, and im- 

proved retention. 
The course guarantees to triple a 

person’s reading speed or 1,000 words per 
minute, whichever is greater, and with better 
comprehension. The guarantee, however, is a 

bare minimum, as the average graduate will 
end the course in excess of 2,000 words per 
minute. 

For those who would like more 

information, a series of FREE lectures have 
been scheduled. These one and one half hour 
meetings are open to the public above age 14 

and the course will be explained in complete 
detail, including a special "one time” only 
introductory tuition that is less than half the 
cost of similar courses. 

You only have to attend one of these free 
lectures for complete details on entrance 

requirements, class schedules and classroom 
procedures. There is no obligation to enroll 
by attending one of these free meetings and 
many valuable tips on how to improve your 
own reading speed at home will be given. 
Students, businessmen and businesswomen 
alike will benefit from this valuable lecture. 

These free meetings will be conducted as 

follows; Lectures in Eugene: 
Monday, October 1 at 7:45 pm 
Tuesday, October 2 at 7:45 pm 
Wednesday, October 3 at 7:45 pm 
Thursday, October 4 at 7:35 pm 

All meetings in Eugene will be held at 
South Eugene High School, 400 E. 19th St. 

The course requires that you attend class 
one night per week for just three short weeks. 
At the end of the course an in-depth ad- 
vanced homestudy course will be given each 
student as a reinforcement tool and will 
allow the student to attain his maximum 

ability. 
The author of this course is Mr. W.D. 

Scott. Mr Scott has been involved in teaching 
Speed Reading for the last 15 years. He has 
taught every major speed reading course and 
has lectured on many, many college and 
university campuses throughout the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico. He is the author 
of the famous “ExellaRead” method of Speed 
Reading. Be sure to attend one of these most 
informative meetings. 
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