Surprise candidate takes Huss’ GOP chair
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The Oregon Republican Party has
given itself a new leader, but it may not
have heard the last from its old top
executive.

GOP delegates voted by more than 2-1
Saturday to recall embattied chairer
Walter Huss and later cast five more
ballots before selecting surprise can-
didate Robert Voy of Tigard as the
party's new leader.

Following the recall vote, Huss
challenged the election on the ground
that it had been performed improperly.
The conservative Republican contended
that as a public official, he cannot be
recalled without the approval of at least
25 percent of the state’'s registered
Republicans.

“You do not have a recall to create an
election,” Huss told the convention.
“Most of what you've done today — if not
all — is invalid anyway."

Huss said he will consider a challenge
of the recall convention after he receives
a ruling from state Attorney General Jim
Redden later this month,

Until that opinion is given, however,
Huss will turn over the duties of the
position to newly-elected state chairer
Voy.

Voy claimed the position late Saturday
afternoon after nearly five hours of
debating and balloting. He finally
received a majority of votes on the fifth
convention ballot, defeating Bob
McNaughton of Bend, 47-46.

Voy had announced his candidacy for
the chairer’'s position the day of the
convention and told delegates after his
election that he was tired of the ‘Water-
gate image” of the Republican party
and that he hoped he could reunite the
divided party.

“I'm hoping that with such a close
vote | can bring this party together,”” he
said. "l hope the vote doesn't mean we
are still a divided party."’

Voy worked for both Ronald Reagon's
and Gerald Ford's unsuccessful 1976
presidential campaigns and is also a
charter member of the Oregon Tax-
payers Union, an organization started by
the Libertarian Party.

Voy also drafted a property tax limita-
tion measure that will be considered by
Secretary of State Norma Paulus later
this month.

Medford Republican Jerry Lausmann,
whom some had called the favorite in the
balloting, gathered only 20 votes on
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the first ballot and was dropped after the
third tally.

McNaughton, who was criticized
because of his close relationship to
Huss, stayed in the balloting all the way
to the end. The state finance chairer fell
one vote short of the necessary 47-vote
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majority on the fourth ballot and lost on
the fifth ballot to Voy.

Before the recall vote was taken to
make room for the new chairer, two
delegates told the convention that Huss
was unfit to continue as chairer and
should be replaced.

Steve Jose of Portland, said several
members of the GOP whom Huss
recruited had become ‘‘disillusioned”’
with his leadership and questioned his
“motives for running the party.”

“Many of those brought into the
party by Mr. Huss now have strong
ethical and practical reservations about
him and the way he has been running the
party,” Jose said.

A group of 23 Republicans met with
Huss in March to discuss their reserva-
tions, Jose said, but were turned away
by Huss' idea that the troubles of the
party were caused by a ‘‘few disloyal

Jose also called Huss' objections to
the recall movement a “last ditch poli-
tical ploy’ to retain his position as
chairer.

“Walter will do anything to hold on to
his position of chairer,”” Jose said. “But
we do not believe that the cause of good
government will die if Walter is recalled.”

Lane County GOP chairer Mike
O’Brien echoed those complaints, but
said the recall movement was not
because the delegates disagreed with
Huss in principle, but rather because
they disliked his style of leadership.

“l don’t believe that there has been
any real party leadership. It has been
nothing but a one-man show since last
fall.”

Huss, however, compared his recall to
the betrayal of Julius Ceasar and Jesus
Christ by calling his opponents traitors
to the party.

“It is not unusual for a man to be be-
trayed by his friends,” Huss said in re-
sponse to the recall. “"Consider what
happened to Julius Ceaser and Jesus
and George Washington with Benedict
Arnold.

“This party is on trial today, not Walter
Huss,” he said.

Calling the convention a ‘‘Gettys-
burg,” Huss said his opponents were
trying to destroy the party that he had
helped to build.

“This party has taken a new direction
since the fall. it used to be controlled
from the top down, now it is in the hands
of the people.”

Huss also complained that the ‘‘oid
guard” of Republican elitists were at-
tempting to take over the party once
again to keep the party from expanding
into a grass-roots movement.

“Those of you who oppose me also
believe in abortion,”” Huss told the con-
vention. “Because the gestation period
for a chairer is two years, and you would
abort. me before that time is up.”’

Cultural Forum/Music Steering Committee

Hamza El Din
e P S

Sunday May 20
4 pm Beall Hall

See foryourself . . .
770E. 11th Ave.

$3 General Admission
$2 Students, Senior citizens

Available at EMU Main Desk, UO Bookstore, Everybody’s
Records, UO Music School and at the door

‘ud (60d) Arabic: “wood.” A lute
played by various peoples of the Near
East since the seventh century. It is
the ancestor of the European lute.
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