Blamed for shootings
Fishermen draw fire from seal defenders

By JACK DESMOND
Of the Emerald

Are Oregon's harbor seals in
the gun sights of the state's
salmon fishers?

Yes, say environmentalists,
who claim the animals are shot
because they eat salmon
already caught in nets

No, say the salmon fishers,
who deny shooting the seals
and say they aren’t a problem

Harbor seals, once shot for
bounty, have been protected
from hunting since the U S
Congress passed the Marine
Mammal Protection Act in 1972
Since then the slowly Increas-
ing population of harbor seals
has been returning to rivers and
estuaries their former habitat
This Is much to the consterna-
tion of salmon fishermen who
are faced with dwindling sal-
mon stocks and shorter fishing
seasons

Steve Gilbert, representing
the Eugene chapter of Green-
peace, cites a study that
examined dead marine mam-

mals washed up along the
coasl

"Of the 23 harbor seals, the
primary cause ol death was
from bullet wounds for nine,
and another two died from
diseases caused by bullets,”
Gilbert says, calling this an in-
dication that one-third to one-
half of all harbor seals die by
guntire. 'That one study shows
fishermen have a pretty heavy
impact on the seals,”” Gilbert
adds

Bob Hudson of the All-Coast
Fishermen's Marketing As-
sociation says he is not aware
of fishermen shooting harbor
seals and doubts gilinetting
fishermen shoot harbor seals

“Gllinetting is done at night,”
Gilbert adds. ‘It would be
incredibly dumb for them to
shoot.'" He says fishermen
couldn’t see the harbor seals at
night and fishermen wouldn't
shoot because of the danger of
hitting other fishermen

“The harbor seal is the
coyote of the Pacilic Coast,”
says Gilbert, who says he un-

derstands the frustrations fac-
ing the fishermen

“When you have salmon
trapped in a gilinet, it makes it
easy for the seal to take a bite
out of the salmon,’’ he says

Gilbert notes saimon popula-
tions are low because "'man in

IFC says no to Oregana;
slices folk dance budget

The Incidental Fee Committee denied a
budget request from the Oregana because of
its ties to the EMU administration during a
budget hearing Friday night

| see nothing but problems,’ ' said IFC
chairer Janet Eggleston. "If we fund Oregana
it will open up one hell of a barrel of worms. ™

IFC members objected to Oregana’s recent
reorganization establishing it as a revenue-
producing part of the EMU

“We don't fund revenue-producing areas,’’
said Kevin Chambers, IFC member, adding
that Oregana's $1,863 request for stipends
“basically adds up 1o a subsidy

Dusty Rhodes, the only IFC member to vote
for the budget, argued that the IFC may be
forcing Oregana to fold if it voted against
funding

tence,”” said Rhodes

“We can't vote Oregana out of exis-
“But we can provide a

and Allied Arts Student Union

small amount of money to keep them going. If
not, we may be dooming them to closing up.”

“Some things just have to be given help,"”
said Oregana editor Rick Taylor, after the vote

The motion to fund Oregana’s request failed
51

The IFC cut the Recreational Folk Dance’s
budget from $2,281 to §1,158 after debating
whether the IFC should reverse an earlier
decision not to fund the program’s dance ac-
tivities

“The goal failed,'”” emphasised Rocky
Schatz, IFC member. "We can’t fund them for
that goal.”

Well, maybe we made a mistake in the goal
hearing,” said Harry Ricks, IFC member, not-
ing the program was the first to have a goal
hearing. “We're human aren’'t we?"

The IFC allocated all but $150 of the
corrected budget request for the Architecture

general is the fishermen’s
problem more so than the seal ™

Hudson says harbor seals are
a problem, but agrees with Gil-
bert

“They are not the prime is-
sue,”” Hudson maintains. “If we
try to compare them with dams,
water quality, and water alloca-
tions, they are not in that
league.”

Gilbert claims the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife
is using the harbor seals con-
troversy in an attempt to
manage harbor seals by getting
a waiver from the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act

“The state feels this blanket
protection is going too far and
that it was a knee-jerk reaction
to what was going on before,”
says Gilbert. "They feel it is
against modern wildlife prin-
ciples of maintaining sustaina-
ble yields. They feel it is neces-
sary to constantly cull the
populations.”

Gilbert says the ODFW'S
ideal management is of a
“population that is always
under stress and always
cranking out as many as possi-

ble."
He adds, "It gets down to a
philosophical notion that man
has to play God and man has to
manage for all the species since
Mother Nature can'tdo it.”
Dale Snow of the ODFW
denies his agency is seeking an
immediate waiver to the Act.
“Eventually we might. Right
now, we don't have the data.”
Snow says it is necessary to
conduct a study of the interac-
tion between the seals and fish
along the Columbia River 1o
determine seal predation. The
proposed $657,000 study has
drawn criticism from environ-
mentalists who say it's a
duplication of 12 earlier studies
which reveal that fewer than
10 percent of the harbor seal
diet is salmon
Environmentalists also claim
a current study of harbor seals
in a Washington state estuary
should be an adequate indica-
tor A permit to kill 230 seals
was granted for the study
Snow notes the Washington
estuary being studied is larger
than all the estuaries in Oregon
combined

Cultural Forum

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE

By pledging your training during the month of
May to the fight against muscular dystrophy
Send in your $2.50 entry fee with the form
below for your America's Love Run T-shirt and
participant's packet. By obtaining the
minimum pledge of 5 cents for each mile that
you run during May from your friends, neigh-
bors, and local businesses, you may win a
TRIP FOR TWO TO THE HONOLULU
MARATHON, December 9, 1979

YES, | want to join America's Love Run.

NAME

ADDRESS

cITY

STATE

4 -

HOME PHONE
OFFICE PHONE _
CLUB AFFILIATION

T-shirt size (circle one). Adult e

your check payable to MDA.

RUN FOR THE SAKE OF THOSE
WHO MAY NEVER RUN

MAKE YOUR MILES COUNT!!!

M

L Please return this portion with your $2.50 entry fee to
America's Love Run, PO Box 406, Eugene, Oregon 97406. Make

Each mile you run during May will help
Muscular Dystrophy Association continue the
research, the clinics, and the patient service
programs that strive to improve the quality of
life for those afflicted with neuromuscular
diseases here in Oregon

In consideration of MDA permitting me o
participate in the event, | hereby lor mysell
my heirs, administrators, and assigns waive
and release any and all rights and claims of
any nature | may have against MDA and any
organizations connected with this event
their representatives, successors and as-
signs for any and all injuries or damages of
any nature which | may suffer while laking
part in any activities connected with the
event

Signature ol participant
L Ex-

It under 18, must be signed by parent or
guardian
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EMU Cultural Forum and

ASLIO Women s Symposium present

CRIS WILLIAMSON

Renegade Musical Artist In Concert With

Jackie Robbins

Sl Guests to be Announg ed

Tuesday, May 1
8:00 p.m.

EMU Ballroom

$350 U of O Students
$4.50 General Public

Tickets available at EMU Main Desk, UO Bookstore,
Book and Tea and Everybody's Records
Childcare provided, handicap accessible
Everyone Welcome




