Cleared forests present ‘world problem’

By LORRAINE NELSON
Of the Emerald

Deforestation — the harvesting of
timber without successful reforesta-
tion — is the biggest problem in the
world today, the coordinator of
Eugene’'s community gardens
program says

Richard Wilen painted a dismal
picture of the state of worldwide
agriculture Tuesday before a small
group in a presentation that also
touched on soil erosion, irrigation
and ather problems

One-third of the world's population
uses firewood for fuel and one-half of
the wood harvest goes up in smoke,
Wilen said

India, Central Africa, the Indies, the
Carribean, Indonesia, Southeast Asia
and China are all experiencing severe
deforestation problems because of
this, he said

“In Nepal, Tor miles around there is
not a stick of firewood, ' he said. Third
World eflorts to bring in oil and na-
tural gas are “just going nowhere."”

Reforestation attempts in China
have been hampered by people who
need fuel and pull up the seedlings
during the night, he said

Now that the trees are gone, people
have begun to burn dung, an impor-
tant source of nutrient for the soil,
Wilen said, and the results have been
a drop in soil fertility

Deforestation has led to soil
erosion and flooding, he said

‘Erosion Is really wiping us out
today. Five or 6 feet of soil can be
washed away in one day. There's a lot
of that going on in the mountains,’ he
said

‘Forty percent of the world's
population live adjacent to a moun-
tain environment,”” he added In

Wilen explained the trees soften the
blow of rain on the soll, and in their
absence, the rain softens the soil and
washes it away or makes it more sus-
ceptible to wind erosion

The loss in top soil and a decrease
in soil fertility has spurred the use of
fertilizer, a solution that Wilen says
“corporate America sees as a real
boon."

"“They (corporations) are selling a
lot of things they (government) don't
even allow to be used in this country,
and they are selling them all around
the world, especially pesticides,” he
said

Agricultural erosion from con-
tinued use of the soil and soll erosion
from deforestation have combined to
increase the amount of desert land in
the world, Wilen said. ""Seven percent
of the world has been made desert by
man, a major part of which happened
in the last 200 years."

The United States now is almost the
food basket of the world, with most of
the rest of the world now importing
basic food, a situation that did not
exist 20 years ago, Wilen said

The United States is exporting
about 2.5 million tons of low-protein
grain to the Third World at the same
time the underdeveloped nations are
sending 3.5 million tons of high-pro-
tein soy and fishmeal into this
country, Wilen said. People here are
consuming about five times more the
amount of primary plant protein than
the people in underdeveloped na-
tions, he added

in other words, we're screwing the
hell out of them,"" he said

The green revolution — The Wes-
tern world's attempt to mechanize
Third World agricultural processes —
has displaced labor and resulted in

Nepal, the Himalayas

washing down into India

are losing
top soil at a phenomenal rate. it's

ford, Wilen said

high production costs that average
citizens around the world cannot af-

Timber mismanagement has led to soil erosion and flooding worldwide, Richard
Wilen, coordinator of Eugene's community gardens program, told a group Tues-
day. The Third World's agricultural problems have been further complicated by

the high-technolegy farming of the West, he said
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IFC votes for OSL probe, grants program funds

By SCOTT MALBY
For the Emerald

Tuesday night's Incidental
Fee Committee meeting opened
with a request from Ramon
Herrera, ASUO president. The
request stemmed from a recent
article by the Emerald concern
ing the resignation of two
student interest lobbyists

Herrera asked the IFC to hold
a hearing dealing with charges
of mismanagement of the OSL
program. Herrera stated, "'l feel
that McCarthy-type accusations
have been made. People have
been damaged. The student
lobby group has been
damaged.”

Kevin Chambers responded,
“"We (the IFC) are not here to
formulate policy. | don't see
why we should be part of an
inyvestigation.”

Janet Eggleston, IFC chairer,
stated, 'Charges have been
made against the Oregon
Student Lobby. Before we
decide to fund this organization
we should find out whether
these allegations are true or
not.”

The IFC decided to
reschedule the OSL hearing
Also adopted was a suggestion
by Herrera to have Eggleston
write individual letters to the
parties involved in the con-
troversy. Former lobbyist Ron-
nie Friedman's charges con

cerning the OSL will be aired at
a future IFC meeting

The Oregon Student Public
Interest Research Group (OS-
PIRG) had its budget reviewed
by IFC. This is OSPIRG's
second hearing before the
committee. Dan Brandt, execu-
tive director of OSPIRG, attend-
ed the session, requestling
$46,000 by the group. The final
appropriation from the IFC is
$41,700 dollars based on a "a-
dollar-per-student-per-term''for
mula

“I'm going to vote against this
motion. It's an excellent
program but it's not equitable,”
IFC member Dusty Rhodes said
He took exception to the fact
that University students
currently pay about halt OS-
PIRG's studant budget

Kevin Chambers responded

heatedly, "Do you suggest we
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cripple the program?”

Rhodes also questioned the
efficiency of spending 68 per-
cent of OSPIRG's budget on
professional staff. Rhodes and
Harry Ricks were the only IFC
members to vote against the
$41,700 allocation

The allocation hearing for the
Jewish Student Union (JSU)
ended with a recommended
budget of $3,300. Scott Bassett
found himselt outvoted in an
attempt to strip $450 dollars
from the JSU budget for folk
dancing

AFTER YOU
TAKE YOUR DEGREE,
TAKE COMMAND.

NAVY OFFICERS
GET RESPONSIBILITY FAST.

When you take your
degree, you're graduating
from more than college.
You're graduating from an
attitude. Now you want to
give some orders, not just
take them.

And as a Navy Officer
that's just what you'll do.
On a job that's important.
On a job that demandsall
your skill and intelligence.

If that sounds like your
kind of challenge, see your
Navy Officer Programs
Representative, Or send
your résumeé,

And take command of
your future, now.

Lt. John Nawrocki

on Campus

April 1619

Career Planning & Placement
or send resume to

Officer Programa

1220 SW 3rd Rm 576
Portland, OR 97204

Oregon Dally Emerald

The 3-D Multi-Cultural
Program’'s budget was accept-
ed as requested. The Hawaii
Club asked for and received an
IFC recommendation of $1,300
for its Hawaiian Night
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Rent-a-Car

()
$ 21 95
1st 100
Miles Free!

Take your choice of a
Fiesta, Pinto or Pinto
Wagon. Pick up your car
on Friday affernoon and
return it on Monday morn-
ing. Special packages avail-
able on larger cars too!
You must be 21 and have a
valid driver's license

Kendall
Forde- -

Valley River, Eugene 3422151
Weekdays 8.8 Saturdays 912
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