
Club soccer status 
remains 'up in the air' 

By KEN SANDS 
Of the Emerald 

Soccer may be a "kick in the grass,” 
but a lack of "green" is keeping it from 
being funded by the athletic department. 

“John Caine, University athletic direc- 
tor is interested in soccer, but he has a 
business to run,” says Mike Davis, Club 
Sports soccer coach. "He's as much as 
told us that with the current financial sit- 
uation it’s impossible for the athletic 
department to expand.” 

Though soccer is enjoying a popularity 
boom, says Caine, it doesn't make sense 
to spend money for an additional sport 
when the department has been forced to 
cut back on the current budget. 

Title IX legislation is partly to blame for 
the cutbacks, adds Caine. Since men’s 
and women’s sports must now be funded 
equally, the men have had to scramble for 
funds to cover both programs. 

"Because of Title IX, it's obvious we 
would have a difficult time adding any 
new sports," says Caine. 

Greg Robinson, the athletic depart- 
ment’s business manager says soccer 

may have a future in the athletic depart- 
ment — but not for at least three years. 
"We just expanded our program when we 

couldn't afford to because of Title IX, and 
further expansion is extremely unlikely." 

Robinson adds the relatively low cost 
of soccer makes it a possibility for the 
future, but only if there is financial sup- 
port from the community. "We cannot 
lead the way as much as we'd like to. 

We've got to wait for the primary and 
secondary schools to build their 
programs so that there is community 
interest.’’ 

Davis estimates that the team must 
raise $25,000 per year from the com- 

munity in order to gain athletic depart- 
ment status, but even that may not satisfy 
Caine “Caine's concern was that we 
would be taking away from people who 
contribute to other sports," says Davis 

If soccer is funded by the athletic 
department, Davis says he feels the 
athletic department would benefit. “I 
think we could get reasonable crowds at 
our games, and we could definitely at- 
tract the best athletes in the state." 

Winning programs are built around 
good athletes and Davis says Oregon 
would gain prestige from having a win- 
ning program. "Just because we've had 
an organized program we've had some 

good players, and if we could give 
scholarships we could become one of the 
best teams on the West Coast," says 
Davis. 

While it's doubtful soccer will become 
incorporated into the athletic department 
in the next few years, Davis says the 
program will continue to grow as a club 
sport. "Despite only being a club, we 
have a pretty good program. One of our 

players (Scott Meiggs) made it to the 
Timbers training camp.” 

Davis admits Meiggs is an exception, 
and that any hopes of a soccer dynasty lie 
within — not without — the athletic 
department. 

Winter 
Weekend 
Rent-a-Car 

Special 

$2i« 
1st 100 

Miles Freel 
Take your choice of a 

Fiesta, Pinto or Pinto 
Wagon. Pick up your car 
on Friday affernoon and 
return it on Monday morn- 

ing. Special packages avail- 
able on larger cars too! 
You must be 21 and have a 
valid driver’s license. 

Valley River. Eugene 342-2151 
Weekdays 8-8 Saturdays 9-12 

Read the 

TURN YOUR ROOKS INTO CASH! 

BOOK BUYBACK STARTS MONDAY 
Thru March 17th. 

Our Buyback Policy: 
1. You get half-price— 
if a faculty member has ordered the book for the upcoming 
quarter. However, at times we have more books for a dass than 
needed and we will not buy these books at half-price. 

2. You get Dealer prices— 
for those texts not needed on this campus. We’ll pay the price 
offered by book dealers, which is based on the need for the book in 
the national market. 

UO 
BOOKSTORE 

13th & Kincaid 686-4331 

Open: Mon-Fri 8:15-5:30 Sat 10:00-2:00 

3. We do not accept 

old editions, spiral-bound books, programmed texts, certain inex- 

pensive paperbacks, workbooks, most consignment material, and 
extensively cribbed or damaged books. They are of no value to us or 

the used book dealers. We purchase such books only at our option. 

When to sell your books— 
The buyback counter, located upstairs, is open during our regular 
business hours. It's not necessary to wait fora specific buying period 
to resell your books. However, don’t wait until the new quarter has 
started because we do not buy back books at the beginning of a 

quarter. 


