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WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Carter administration pro-
posed a standby gasoline ra-
tioning plan Tuesday that as-
signs no specific amount to
individuals and could be used
only in an energy emergency.

The fuel conservation plan
made public by the Energy
Department proposes to ration
gasoline by mailing gasoline
allotment “checks” to owners
of registered vehicles. These
could then be “cashed in" for
ration coupons at banks or
other institutions.

The proposal is to be for-
mally submitted Thursday to
Congress, which then has 60
days to approve or disapprove
it. The plan could not take ef-
fect unless the president
declared a national energy
emergency and won approval
of its implementation by both

Gas emergency plan

‘standby’

the House and Senate.

The plan assigns no specific.

amounts. This determination
would be made when neces-
sary, depending on the availa-
ble gasoline supply and the
best current estimates of
vehicle consumption.

Besides the gasoline ration-
ing plan, the proposal includes
provisions for fuel-saving ac-
tions such as restricting
gasoline sales on weekends,
restricting temperatures in
commercial and public build-
ings and by
unnecessary advertising light-
ing.

Under a law passed by
Congress in 1975, the
president was required to
submit such standby fuel con-
servation plans to the law-
makers.

restricting -

Israelis balk at
Mideast peace
summit meeting

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's
Cabinet rejected Pres. Carter's
call for a Mideast summit Tuesday
and accused Egypt of stiffening
terms for a treaty. The action
plunged the peace process to a
low point since Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat's historic
trip to Jerusalem 15 months ago.

Egypt and Isreal indicated the
next move is up to the United
States. An administration
spokesman in Washington said
initial White House reaction was
one “of grave concern about
wnat the decision means for the
peace process'' but withheld
elaboration pending more infor-
mation.

The scuttled Camp David sum-
mit would have involved Carter,
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem
Begin and Egyptian Prime
Minister Mustafa Khalil.

A message from Begin de-
tailing the Cabinet action arrived
in Washington for Carter later
Tuesday. The contents were not
disclosed but an administration
official said the message “would
give us better sense of what it
means."

Several-Israeli ministers repor-
tedly were unhappy that Sadat
picked Khalil to negotiate for him,
but no mention of that was in the
Cabinet statement read by a
somber-faced Begin.
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Carter asks Chinese to end
invasion of Vietnam’s border

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —
China reported Tuesday that
Vietnamese troops launched
several counter-invasions into
Chinese territory in the previous
few days, but were driven back
each time.

Intelligence sources here said

China appears to show no inten-
tion of withdrawing from Vietnam
and has even moved to reinforce
its troops along Vietnam's
northeastern front, where some
of the Vietnamese incursions
reportedly took place.
s _In his bluntest comment on the
10-day conflict, Pres. Carter
asked China on Tuesday to un-
dertake “a speedy withdrawal,'
from Vietnam. The request was in
a message given to top Chinese
leaders by Treasury Secretary
Michael Blumenthal, who is visit-
ing Peking.

In Washington, Carter said at a
news conference that he has
made known to the Chinese his
“firm dissapproval'’ of their in-
vasion but said it would be coun-
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terproductive to terminate the
newfound relations with Peking.

The Vietnamese, meanwhile,
claimed that they wiped out 2,200
Chinese soldiers in four days, 800
of them Monday in clashes along
the northeastern coastal front.

In the northwest, Vietnam
reported its troops were locked in
combat with the Chinese 15 miles
inside Vietnam along the banks of

the Red River, the vital water
corridor to the capital of Hanoi.

The official Chinese news
agency Hsinhua reported Tues-
day from Peking that a battalion
of Vietnamese troops attacked a
commune on the Kwangsi border
Sunday, but Chinese soldiers and
militiamen fought back, wiping
out some of the invading troops
and driving the rest back across
the border.
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