On hazardous material transport

County commissioners sponsor workshop

By GREG BARNETT
For the Emerald

The Lane County Commissioners voted
Tuesday to sponsor a public workshop on
transportation of hazardous materials
through the county.

A date will be set for the workshop this
week.

The commissioners’ action expanded a
proposed workshop that was to deal with
the transportation of only radioactive mater-
ials. The workshop, approved by the old
three-member board last Dec. 20, was de-
signed to provide background information
for a proposed ordinance regulating
movement of radioactive material.

A majority of the present five-member
board, however, asked to reconsider the
workshop. At Tuesday's meeting, the three

new commissioners — Otto t'Hooft, Harold
Rutherford and Vance Freeman — raised
questions about both the workshop and the
Ordinance.

“I don’t think we should be singling out
one hazardous material when there are
many more materials that are just as
hazardous,” said t'Hooft. He claimed the
county was taking a “piecemeal approach.”

Rutherford said there were other, more
threatening substances than radioactive
materials being transported through Lane
County. “We're only touching the tip of the
iceberg,” he said, adding. that the state
ought to “set perimeters” of radioactive
materials requlation.

Freeman and Commissioner Archie
Weinstein agreed that both state and fed-
eral governments should be involved in de-
signing an ordinance.

“I think with any action here, we're going
to have to work with the federal government
and the state,” Weinstein said.

Commissioner Jerry Rust, who offered
the use of his staff in setting up the work-
shop on radioactive materials, made the
motion to add to the workshop a session on
other hazardous materials.

The motion passed unanimously.

“I'm in favor of getting a handle on the full
range of hazardous, toxic material,” said
Rust, who was “happy” with the commis-
sioners’ decision to include hazardous
materials in the workshop. “It's clear that
the main thrust of the workshop will be on
radioactive material,” he added.

Doug Barber, director of Clergy and
Laiety Concerned, the organization which
sponsored the original ordinance, said he is

concemed that an attempt to include regu-
lation of other hazardous materials in the
radioactive materials ordinance would
water down its effect.

Such an ordinance wouia not fulfill the
original intention of the radioactive materi-
als ordinance he said.

Barber said he is not optimistic about the
original ordinance’s chances for passage.
“It certainly doesn't sound good. Of the
three new commissioners, | don’t think |
heard any of them say they are in favor of
the ordinance,” he commented.

“I guess we'll do tne workshop and see;
my hunch is that we will probably have to go
to some sort of county-wide initiative to get
a radioactive materials ordinance.”

The next reading of the ordinance is
scheduled for March 7.
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