Martinez ‘culturally shocked’

Seville and Eugene swap teacher-students

By MARY FORAN
Of the Emeraid

I's a long way from the sunny south of Spain to the
cold and cloudy Northwest for Ignacio Martinez Rojas, a
Fulbright graduate student from Seville who is teaching
through a new exchange program at the University.

“The weather is so frustrating here,” he says. “It's a
shock. In Seville it's always 60 degrees.”

The political and cultural climate of Eugene is also very
different, says Martinez. He calls the change * . . .a cuitural
shock from any point of view."”

Martinez came to Eugene last September at the in-
stigation of Spanish instructor David Curland. He is the first
graduate student to participate in a program of bilingual
teacher exchanges between the University of Seville and
the University of Oregon.

Curland set up the inter-university, Fulbright-
supported exchange program last year while teaching *
English at the University of Seville on a Fulbright grant.

Martinez and another graduate student from Seville,
Elena Sanchez Mancera, teach Spanish in exchange for
the opportunity to study English. In exchange, University
Comparative Literature doctoral student, Mary Holdman,
teaches English at the University of Seville in Spain.

“It's basically an exchange between departments.”
Curland explains.

Curland says that as the program develops there will
be more opportunities for undergraduate exchanges. '‘This
is the first year of the program, and we expect it to con-
tinue,” he says.

University Spanish faculty may also have the oppor-
tunity to teach at the University of Seville when the head of
their English department comes to Eugene this summer to
teach a course on post-Franco Spain, says Curland.

“It's quite a program,” he adds.

Martinez says that the exchange program gives him
three years to work on his Ph. D., teach Spanish, and get
used to the American way of life. “Everything is so different
here,” he adds.

Martinez's conception of Americans grew from movies
and from growing up near the Americans stationed at Rota,
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the United States’ second largest naval base in the world,
he says.

“We used to make fun of Americans there," with their

“brilliant” clothes and gum in their mouths, he says. “Now |
understand why."”

Opposition to American military presence in Seville is
stronger than in the north, says Martinez. “I grew up fight-
ing Americans until | was 15. “Yankee go home' was a
typical phrase.” .

But Martinez says his image of Americans has
changed in certain aspects since his arrival. “They are not
so repellent a people individually,” he says.

American ways which surprise Martinez are things
like TV ads explaining the uses of Pepto-Bismol and people
asking for doggie-bags in public restaurants. “It's unbeliev-
able. No European would understand that.”

Competition seems to be the basis of American life,
says Martinez. “You have to be number one, not just good
enough, but the winner." He sees this competition espe-
cially among students, even between friends. “You have to
demonstrate you're better.”

Eugene's centralized University campus makes lec-

tures and social events easier to find than in Seville, says
Martinez. The University of Seville is spread around four
parts of the city of 800,000 in separate buildings. Seville
has no campus as such, Martinez adds.

_ Thebureaucracy involved in registering at the Univer-
sity was also a shock, says Martinez. At the University of
Seville, everything is done by mail, he says. You just
choose the courses you want to take. Registration happens
only once a year for nine months of classes, Martinez adds,
the same system as in France.

From a political point of view, the United States is
“what | expected,” says Martinez. “But you have to adapt
yourself or else you're lost. I've found pretty good friends in
and out of the department,” he adds.

Seville is the largest city in Andalucia, Spain’s
southern-most province, says Curland. “It's the heart of the
Flamenco."

“I've never seen any area where a folk music formis as
universally accepted and practiced as in Seville,” Curland
says. Students like Sanchez and Martinez regularly dance
flamenco on Saturday nights for their own amusement, he
adds. “Seville is a very friendly and interesting place to
be.”

Eugene police probe organization

EUGENE—Eugene police said Monday they are look-
ing into the solicitation of funds by a group claiming to
oppose the killing of whales.

The City of Eugene told Oregonians Cooperating to
Protect the Whales it has until Feb. 7 to file the necessary
forms governing solicitation by charitable organizations.

Terry Grondona of Eugene'’s business license office
said the group, also known as Victory for Whales, was
given the forms in fall of 1977 but they were never com-
pleted and returned.

The applicable city ordinance requires charitable or-
ganizations to submit a financial disclosure statement to
qualify for a solicitation permit. City Attorney Stan Long
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said the maximum penalty for violating ordinances dealing

with business permits is $500 per day.
The city sent a letter to the organization after ques-
tions were raised about the solicitation permit.

Michael Gannon, president of the group, refused to
answer a reporter's questions about how much money his
organization has raised or where or how it was spent.

The group operates a store on the city mall, selling
books, T-shirts and other items protesting the killing of
whales.

A spokesman for Greenpeace, the best known de-
fender of whales, said the Eugene group was not affiliated
with Greenpeace.
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