
In Eugene appearances 

Atiyeh plugs embattled tax proposal 

Emerald photo 

Governor Victor Atiyeh 

By KEVIN HARDEN 
Of the Emerald 

Gov. Victor Atiyeh said Friday 
that Oregonians will begin to feel 
the recent change in state gov- 
ernment where they need it most: 
in their bank accounts. 

Atiyeh, in Eugene for his first 
public speech since his inaugura- 
tion earlier this month, told nearly 
200 GOP supporters that his ad- 
ministration will be marked by 
challenges to the people to work 
as a team to solve state problems, 
instead of relying on government 
to do all the work. 

By working as a team, he said, 
Oregonians will accomplish more 

at a lower cost. 
“Your government now belongs 

to you again,” Atiyeh told the sup- 
porters. “But if we are to work as a 

team, then you must work as hard 
as I work.’’ 

During his 45-minute speech, 
Atiyeh made a pitch for his embat- 
tled tax plan, which has been criti- 
cized by most state legislators 
since it was unveiled nearly three 
weeks ago. 

The plan, described as “a re- 

vised Ballot Measure 6”. could 
have been part of the reason for 
his campaign success. Atiyeh ex- 

plained. 
Atiyeh presented his tax pack- 

age with the idea of sending it to 
the voters by April 3 for a special 
election. At a press conference 
earlier Friday, Atiyeh said that 

Health fund applications due 
Graduate teaching fellows who 

plan to request support from a 

special health-care fund have one 

week to submit their applications 
to the Graduate Teaching Fellows 
Federation. 

Any student officially desig- 
nated as a GTF, or who was a 

GTF during fall term 1978, may 
apply for Health Fund Support. 
The $25,000 fund was raised 
through private sources to help 
GTFs meet medical expenses. 

Oregon law prevents GTFs and 
other part-time employees from 
participating in a subsidized state 
health plan, but the University and 
the federation are working to- 

gether through a health care 

committee to investigate alterna- 
tives to such a subsidized plan. 

The health-care money each 
GTF receives depends on the 
total number of applicants and the 
number of applicants with depen- 
dents, according to the federation. 
The money will be divided equally 
among applicants, except that 
GTFs with one dependent may 
get one and one-half shares, and 
GTFs with two or more depen- 
dents may receive two shares. 

GTFs already covered by the 
insurance plan of a non-GTF 
spouse can receive no more than 
the additional cost of insuring 
them under that plan, although 

Hamil taken off critical list 
Eugene City Councilor Bill Hamil continues to progress after being 

taken off the critical list and moved to the progressive cardiac unit at 
Sacred Heart Hospital Friday. 

He’s progressing and in satisfactory condition," a hospital rep- 
resentative said Sunday. Hamil had been in the intensive care unit for 
10 days. 

Hamil represents Ward 5 (north Eugene) and was just re-elected 
for his second term on the council. He is recovering from a heart attack 
and ensuing open heart surgery. 

CHINA BLUE RESTAURANT 

FRIED SHRIMP 
$5.00 

Jumbo Shrimp dipped in egg batter, deep fried and 
served with our Special Sea Food Sauce 

^China Blue Hours 
Mon. Thurs. 

11 to 10 
Fri. 11 to 11 
Sat. 5 to 11 
Sun. 5 to 10 

those with one or more children 
may receive an additional one- 

half share. 
Documentation must be sent 

along with the support application, 
and GTFs who have questions 
about the plan may call the union 
office at 344-0832 or Dan Zwick at 
686-4743. Applications must be 
returned to the GTFF office, 868 
E. 13th Ave., by Feb. 5. 

goal could be met, even by stub- 
born legislators. 

“I find it difficult to believe that 
they (the legislators) can't get this 
tax plan moving when it’s already 
drafted. All they have to do is go 
through it and take a look at it.” 

Atiyeh compared his request to 
the special legislative session cal- 
led last summer by then Gov. Bob 
Straub to create an alternative tax 
relief measure that was defeated 
in November. 

That session presented a tax 
plan to voters in 10 days, Atiyeh 
explained, ‘‘And I still believe that 
if they want to, they’ll do it." 

Although most of the criticism 
has come from Democratic legis- 
lators, Atiyeh said the tax plan is 
not a partisan issue. 

“The matter of taxation and how 
it affects Oregonians is not a parti- 
san issue. Independents, Demo- 
crats and Republicans are all in the 
same boat, so I have no intention 
of making it a partisan issue." he 
explained. 

Atiyeh said he also would sup- 
port the tax plan by testifying be- 
fore the joint House and Senate 
Revenue Committee if it looked 
like the plan was about to fail. 

During the gubernatorial cam- 

paign, Atiyeh supported the 1.5 
percent property tax limitation. 
After the defeat of Ballot Measure 
6. Atiyeh told voters he would 
propose a tax plan similar to that 
limitation. 

“What I said (during the cam- 

paign) was what I was going to do 
— nothing’s hidden,” Atiyeh said. 
“I said what I was going to do 
about the tax plan. I was going to 
index income to fight inflation, I 
was going to return the surplus to 
the people and I was going to 
come back with a revised Ballot 
Measure 6. It’s no secret. 

“That is what I told Oregonians I 
would do. And I believe that is why 
they elected me governor. I hope 
the message gets to the Oregon 
Legislature.” 

The x plan “is what Ore- 
gonians want,” and the longer the 
Legislature looks at the proposal, 
the more they will like it, Atiyeh 
said. 

Any attempts to change the 
plan could be politically hazard- 
ous he warned. “I’m not saying 
they ought not to look at it, or that 
they ought not to change it if they 
think that is right. I’m just saying 
that it's risky business ’’ 

Atiyeh left little doubt with the 
audience about what kind of gov- 
ernor he plans to be. Some stands 
he will take as governor will be 
controversial, he explained, but 
they will be for the good of the 
state. 

“I'm going to tell you where I 
stand on any issue, and if it’s con- 

troversial, it's controversial. I was 

not elected just to make easy de- 
cisions or to duck hard issues." 

33 1/3% Off List Price 
On any new guitar in stock when purchased 
with its case at regular price ... now thru 
1/31/79. 

40th & Donald 

Eugene 
eve. till 8. 

STUDY OVERSEAS 
NEXT YEAR 

U of O Programs in 
• Tokyo, Japan 

(sophomores & above, no language requirement) 

• Poitiers, France 
(juniors & above, 2 years of college level French required) 

• Stuttgart, Germany* 
(juniors & above, 2 years of college level German required) 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: February 15 

For more information and applications contact: 

International Student Services 
172 Oregon Hall 686-3206 

* Also Tubingen, Mannheim, Hohenheim, Konstanz 


