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sports 
Ducks take gymnastics meet 

STEVE JETTS 
of the Emerald 

Oregon’s men gymnasts set a 

school record for meet points 
during their 220.60-206.25 win 
over visiting Cal-State Fullerton 
Thursday night, prompting Duck 
coach Bill Ballester to say after the 
meet, “we are probably the best 
team in the country tonight.” 

While the win most likely will 
push Oregon up near the top of 
the national ratings, the Duck 
performance also acts as a 

confidence builder. 
“We have a long way to go. But I 

have to be encouraged by it. And I 
think it is the highest score in the 
nation this year," Ballester said. 

Spearheading the Ducks was 

Gene Christensen’s first place 
finish in the all-around with a total 
of 54.25. He was followed by 
teammates Kelly Crumley and 
Miki Moyal. 

But Ballester insisted the 
judges’ scoring was also 
beneficial to his team. 

“When they (gymnasts) feel 
they are getting the scores they 
deserve, they begin loosening up. 
And when we compete loosely, 
we perform well," says Ballester, 
who also praised the performance 
of Gordon Hocking, a first place 
finisher in the horse. 

“I think I am going to give him 
the super Duck award for the 
meet," says Ballester. In addition, 
Randy Beard won the high bar 
with a 9.70 score. 

“It was a little shakey, but I 
made it again," explains Beard, “I 
still have a couple of new tricks to 
put in (his routine)." 

Jim Kelch headed an Oregon 
sweep of the parallel bars with a 

9.45 performance, while the 
Ducks Mark Knuop won the floor 
exercise. 

Cal-State Fullerton did have a 

few bright spots. Ron Howard 
soared to a 9.80 score in the vault, 
well ahead of Pregon’s Marty 
Vassey and Miki Moyal, 
Cal-State’s Donnie Evans, a 

second place finisher in the floor 
exercise, took fourth in the 
all-around. 

Oregon’s next meet will be 
away, against Brigham Young 
next Thursday. 
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It was a fine night for the Oregon gymnastics team as the Ducks swept 
the first three places in the all-around competition on the way to 
defeating Cal-State Fullerton by a record score. Gene Christensen 
won first place with Kelly Crumley taking second and Miki Moyal, third. 
Oregon coach Bill Ballester commented that the meet meant Oregon 
was “probably the best team in the country," Thursday night. 
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