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Duck grapplers fall despite Nugent’s upset 

By JOHN HARRIS 
Of the Emerald 

Two freshmen — Bill Nugent of 
Oregon and Edcar Thomas from 
Oklahoma — pulled off stunning 
upsets to highlight seventh- 
ranked Oklahoma's 36-16 dis- 
mantling of the Oregon wrestling 
team Sunday night at Mac Court. 

Nugent, a 134-pounder from 
Marist High School, took advan- 
tage of an opening takedown and 
four penalty points in whipping the 
Sooners’ Frank DeAngellis, a 

junior who last year was a 

runner-up in the national tourna- 
ment. 

Nugent jumped off to an early 
lead by taking DeAngelis down at 
1:36 of the first period and then 
became more and more agressive 
as Ns confidence and his lead 
gradually increased. At the end of 
the first period Nugent led 4-3; 
he was ahead 8-3 after two 
periods and ended up winning 
16-6. 

“I just tried to keep more motion 
in my match. I’we been wrestling 
poorly lately, so I just wanted to try 
to do better,” said Nugent, who 
upped his season record to 
11-6-1. 

The win was tarnished a bit by a 
number of calls by the referee that 
even Nugent questioned. The 
most crucial came with 53 sec- 

onds left in the second period and 

Nugent ahead 6-3. Struggling to 
establish a take down, both wrest- 
lers grabbed the other’s foot and 
began pulling. The referee blew 
his whistle, though, and called 
DeAngelis for a toe hold, thus giv- 
ing Nugent an 8-3 lead. 

“I think the ref screwed him 
(DeAngelis) really badly,” admit- 
ted Nugent. “I'm not sure I would 
have won. If I would have gotten 
behind I don’t know what would 
have happened. 

“But the first take down really 
helped. I got confidence after 
that.’ 

Oklahoma assistant coach Jim 
Humphrey was vehement in regis- 
tering his disgust for the referee’s 
performance. “I thought it was all 
bullshit. He (the referee) was 
awful the whole match. I think it 
would have been a good match, 
but I think Frank would have won.” 

Nonetheless Nugent looked 
better than he has all year. “I was 
extremely pleased with Nugent’s 
performance,” said Oregon coach 
Ron Finley. “He was fired up to- 
night. This is the kind of thing you 
look for when you recruit a kid; can 
he rise to the occasion? Tonight 
was the first time I’ve ever seen 
him open up both barrels and re- 

ally explode.” 
Oklahoma’s head coach Stan 

Abel, who watched from the 
stands because of a broken foot 
sustained earlier in the day when 
he jumped up to dick Ns heels 

and fell on the way to see the 
movie The Wiz, was equally im- 
pressed with Nugent. “He’s 
gonna’ go a long way in wrestl- 
ing,” he said. 

Abel has a freshman of his own 
who probably has a glorious 
career ahead of him. Edcar 
Thomas, who last year won the 
Oklahoma state prep champion- 
ship and compiled a 38-1 record, 
pinned the Ducks’ 190-pound 
standout, Don “No Neck” Brown. 
Thomas built an 8-3 lead over 

Brown, who entered the match 
14-1 and unbeaten in dual meet 
competition, before pinning him at 
1:31 of the second period. 

Oregon’s other victories came 
from 150-pound junior Scott Bliss, 
who returned from a month’s 
layoff due to a knee sprain to win 
by a disqualification over Jim 
Monday, and heavyweight Craig 
Schoene, who pinned Ron Macey 
at 2:24 of the final period. 

Bliss was especially impres- 

sive, rolling up a 13-4 lead before 
Monday was disqualified for tend- 
ing toward the edge of the mat 
instead of the center of it. He could 
hardly be blamed; Bliss had 
bloodied his mouth and generally 
abused him. 

The Ducks continue wrestling 
the best when they entertain Ok- 
lahoma State tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
The Cowboys defeated Ok- 
lahoma earlier this year 20-19 and 
are rated sixth nationally. 

Smith paces routs 

Women cagers keep on rolling 
By MARK STEWART 

Of the Emerald 

Washington coach Kathie Neir 
said. “24 is the best player in the 
conference.” 

Western Washington coach 
Lynda Goodrich said “I think she’s 
excellent. She’s very mobile, 
strong and a good shooter as well 
as aggressive; very dominating.” 

Oregon freshman Bev Smith, 
number 24, scored 48 points, 
grabbed 23 rebounds and had 
seven steals as the Ducks 
crushed Washington 86-53 and 
Western Washington 82-63 over 
the weekend in the team’s first 
Northwest Women’s Basketball 
League action of the season. 

EMU Cultural Forum 
Presents 

with special guests 
The Experimental Jazz Trio 

Tuesday, January 9,1979 
EMU Ballroom U of O Campus 

$4-50 Students $5*50 General Public 
Tickets at EMU Main Desk, U of O Bookstore, 

Everybody’s Records (Eugene), Backstage 
Dancewear and Theatrical Supplies 

The Ducks raised their season 
record to 7-0 with the two victories 
and are 2-0 in NWBL standings. 

Washington was Oregon’s first 
victim Friday night. The Ducks 
shot poorly in the first minute, hit- 
ting just one of their first five shots, 
all within seven feet But when the 
Ducks started to hit Washington 
collapsed. 

After the first two minutes, 
Oregon was up 8-3; after six mi- 
nutes 20-7; and after 15 minutes 
38-20. 

“Oregon s a hell of a team,” 
Neir said after the game. “We 
don't have the personnel to match 
them on the boards. Only two 

players have ever played varsity 
ball before, and I’ve got two 

guards playing forward.” 
Smith scored 28 shooting 

14-of-20 from the floor to go along 
with her 12 rebounds. Oregon 
out-rebounded. Washington hand- 
ily, 58-39. 

“They ve never out-rebounded 
us before,’’ Neir said. “I’ve said 
from the beginning they’d be the 
best team in the region." 

Oregon’s game with Western 
on Saturday was dose at the out- 
set, but when Western’s Keri Wor- 
ley and Jo Metzger picked up their 
third fouls with five minutes left in 
the first half, the Vkettes crumbled. 
Oregon was up 27-20 when Metz- 
ger left the game, and the ducks 
out-scored Western 18-8 to go up 
45-28 at the half. 

“Jo is our catalyst,” Goodrich 
said. “She does a tot of things for 
us. She's our leading scorer and 
plays good defense. Keri is our 

key defensive player. They both 
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got in trouble at the same time.” 
But even with Metzger and Wor- 

ley back in the second half, 
Oregon rolled up two 29 point 
leads (63-32 and 65-36) before 
Western made the score semi- 
respectable. 

"We didn't feel like we could af- 
ford to double her," Goodrich said 
of Smith, who scored 20 points 
and grabbed 11 rebounds, "be- 
cause he (Oregon coach Elwin 
Heiny) has too much scoring 
strength at other positions. 

“Smith will score her points. We 
couldn’t be so concerned with her 
that we could ignore the others.” 

“I felt like I played a good game 
last night," Smith said of her per- 
formance against Washington. "I 
wasn’t concentrating that much 
(against Western). I was overlook- 
ing the game and looking to New 
Mexico.” 

The Ducks meet New Mexico 
Tuesday night at Mac Court in 
what should be their toughest test 
of the year. 

TOMORROW 
Banana Split Sale at 

Dairy Queen 
Buy one at regular price 
get the second one for 
1 C 13m t Hilyant 
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