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Presence of carcinogenic substance
in schoolrooms prompts investigations

' Rodia said his department is

i g%%%?a%FFE concerned because of the

hazards to teachers as em-

ing to school may be  Ployees, which gives him “indirect
ha?:rdgus to your health if  authority over students.

sprayed-on asbestos insulation Rodia says that sprayed-on as-

and soundproofing were used on  pestos is not used often anymore

the ceiling and walls of the school and adds that problems with the

building. substance are mostly restricted to
Asbestos is one of the most  ©Oider buildings.
carcinogenic substances known Rodia expressed concern

toman. Last year, the federalgov-  about use of the material in private
emment noted a Cancer epidemic  homes, over which his depart-
was sweeping ship-builders who  ment has no authority. Rodia said
installed asbestos insulation on  he knew of an individual who had

warships in World War II. used the substaf_!os and subse-
Yet son S Feciaing in quenﬂ‘gook readings for airborne
widespread use because of its ex- g 524
cellent heat and fire-resistant Readings show the presence of
oS gsla_e_stos in the air inside the
properues. individual's home lasted for
Sprayed-on asbestos came mon?ths. ’ c
under scrutiny after Indian Hill Airbome asbestos is the issue

Elementary School in Hoimdel, N.  of concern to the U.S. Environ-
J. closed because a ceiling mental Protection Agency's Air
sprayed with asbestos flaked ex- ~ and Waste Management Office.
posing school children to a seri-  The EPA issued regulations on
ous hazard. The school was the contents of sprays in June.

reopened after classroom ceilings Dave Bray of the EPA says
were replaced. these regulations “prohibit spray
application of materials for any

officer of the New Jerse ait. use if it contains fnore than one
ment of Education, s:ic??gere percont asbesios.

were no reported health prob- Bray indicated that many of the
lems. But, he adds, “The problem  sprays examined while drawing
with that is it takes along time (for up the regulations contained as
cancer to develop). You really = much as 60 to 70 percent asbes-
can't tell.” tos.

and . Py He also indicated the EPA in-

Outside Portland, Beaverton  vestigated whether the sprays
School District officials hadasimi-  were “viable.” In other words,
lar scare last year and called in the whether the spray would stay on
State Accident Insurance Fundto  ceiling and wall surfaces.

determmine if a hazard existed to |
teachers or students following an The EPA determined that the

investigation. spray-on substance should not
: come off. But, he acknowledged,
The problem in detecting  only problems of airborne asbes-
whether or not sprayed-on asbes- tos during the application process
tos has beenusedisthatan X-ray  were of concern to his agency.
analysis must be made according P
to Mike Rodia of the state Workers Problems with flaking ceilings
Compensation Department. are outside the EPA’s jurisdiction.

Al Wicklund, public information

Agencies scrutinize asbestos use
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o to do better on your finals
than you did on your mid-terms?

Attend our

Essay Exam Workshop

Saturday, December 2
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

We’ll teach you how to predict, prepare,

Besides the many gift
ideas, the Bookstore ¥
carries single and boxed &
Christmas cards, and ¢
wrapping and mailing
supplies.
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and write clear, well-organized essay exams. Hi Tops from $19.95

For information and registration

cail 686-3226, or $top by (ATH.ETIC DEPARTVENT)

Let the Bookstore make shopping this year easier for
you. Ask us for gift giving ideas. Free gift wrapping, too.

UO 13th & Kincaid 686-4331

BOOKSTORE oOpen: Mon-Fri 8:15-5:30 Sat 10:00-2-00

Phone 342-5155
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LEARNING RESOURCES J |*====
CENTER N | o the Atriam sig,

5 Friendly Hall . Monday-Saturday

10-6




