
Hikers plan 2,000 miles over sand, rocks 
Former rancher, school teacher endorse foot travel 
via Death Valley to promote the value of Oregon deserts 

By JACK DESMOND 
Of the Emerald 

Hardy backpackers may soon have the chance 
to hike 2,000 miles through desert country from Mex- 
ico to Canada on a proposed desert trail. 

Unlike the Pacific Crest Trail, an actual trail may 
never be built. Rather, a corridor would be marked 
out with rock cairns to guide the hiker through the 
wide, open expanses of the desert. 

A point-to-point trail, says Jack Remington, de- 
sert trail coordinator for the state of Oregon, would 
reduce trail-building costs and probably lessen en- 

vironmental impacts. 
As tentatively proposed by the National Parks 

Service (NPS), the trail would begin near Yuma, 
Arizona; proceed north through Death Valley and 
across Nevada. The trail would enter the Pueblo 
Mountains in southeastern Oregon. 

From the Pueblos, a winter and summer route are 

being proposed. The summer route would pass 
through the Steens Mountains while the winter route 
would skirt the eastern edge of the Alvord Desert. 
Both trails would meet in the Sheepshead Moun- 
tains; head east to Oywhee River; enter Idaho and 
follow the Snake River til the trail finally joined the 
Continental Divide Trail. 

Remington is optimistic that the trail will eventu- 
ally be built. 

“Most people have been receptive towards the 
trail. However, at a public meeting in Burns, one 

rancher showed up and objected to the trail because 
it would run through his backyard.” 

Remington adds that even the rancher was in 
general favor of the trail. 

Water remains a problem in the hot, dry desert 
according to Ken White of the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement. 

“Water has to be provided. However, if the fed- 

eral government provides the water, the water has to 
be checked because of water quality standards. 
There is also a problem that people will drink the 
water from stock or wildlife sources.” 

Remington feels that water may not be a prob- 
lem in Oregon. 

“Our desert is higher and wetter than the des- 
erts farther sourth. As far as I know, there isn’t 
really a drastic problem. Most of the thinking I’ve 
heard is that people should expect to bring along 
their own water.” 

Other problems will be offroad vehicles intruding 
on the desert trail. Remington feels the offroad vehi- 
cles could destroy the “experience" of hiking the trail. 
He also notes that some easements through private 
land will have to be acquired. 

The concept of a national desert trail was origi- 
nated by Russel Pengally, a Bums High School 
teacher, who wanted to interest and educate people 
to the values of the desert. 

"Russel Pengally has been very persistent and 
has been working on it for 15 years,” notes Reming- 
ton. 

Pengally interested Congressman Al Ullman, 
D-Ore, to the concept of a desert trail. Ullman intro- 
duced a desert trail bill which later passed in 1976. 
The bill authorized the NPS to study the feasibility of 
the trail. The NPS recently published a booklet about 
the desert trail which is available from the agency by 
writing to Desert Trail Feasibility Study, P.O. Box 
36036, San Francisco, CA 94102. 

Remington feels people will hike short 20 to 40 
mile segments of the trail, though he notes that there 
will be a few hardy backpackers that hike the entire 
length of the trail. 

As to the popularity of the trail, Remington says, 
“I don’t think it will be immediately as popular as the 
Pacific Crest Trail. There will be a slow recognition 
(of the trail), but the clientele will grow as other trails 
become overcrowded.” 
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Are you a self-starter who believes that social change on 
behalf of the poor and powerless in America is possible? 
If so, you belong in VISTA. 
VISTA volunteers serve one year working with non-profit 
organizations, neighborhood self-help groups and social 
service agencies. Their goal is to help the poor and power- 
less in our society have a greater voice in the decisions that 
affect their lives. 

As a VISTA you may organize community action groups to 
deal with neighborhood issues, or work on projects related 
to consumer affairs, legal services, business and economic 
development, housing, education, youth counseling, or 
health and nutrition. 

Your degree or relevant community work experience may 
qualify you for the experience of your life. See our repre- 
sentatives for information on current and future openings 
throughout the U.S. 

Volunteers 
In 
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To 
America 
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INFORMATION: Mon Thurs, Nov 
27 30. Lobby, EMU 

INTERVIEWS: Tues & Wed, Nov. 28 
29, Placement Office, Susan 

Campbell Hall, 9 am 4 pm 

FILM & SEMINAR: Tues, Nov. 28, 7 
p.m. EMU 
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Dorms, EMU lose 
musical equipment 

The past week was a busy one 

for area burglars. In seemingly un- 
related incidents, the EMU pro- 
gram office and the University Inn 
were burglarized during the 
Thanksgiving vacation. 

The EMU burglary, which oc- 
curred between 1 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Nov. 19, could hurt Beer Gardens 
and Fishbowl Follies, says Frank 
Geltner of the EMU Program Of- 
fice. 

The office lost a six channel 
sound mixer, an amplifier and a 
sound egualizerthat were all used 
in program office events. The 
thefts also depleted the office's 
sound system, Geltner says, 
which was used for the Beer Gar- 
dens. 

The eguipment is valued at 

WE ARE BACK 
at the "Old Stand” 

Donna Stewart & 
Sue Paris 

Now at 

Hair Pen 
<Formerly Hair Faire) 

1410 Orchard 
343-5970 

nearly $1,500, Geltner says. 
A Eugene police investigation is 

underway, but Geltner thinks the 
equipment is not something that 
can be easily hidden. 

"It's not the kind of equipment 
that people in this town can have 
without being noticed,” he says. 

The University Inn burglaries 
also netted burglars nearly $3,300 
in tape decks, phonograph nee- 
dles and money that was discov- 
ered missing after the Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday break, says Neal 
Werner, University Inn Director. 

So far, only 11 reports of mis- 
sing items have been made by 
students living in the Inn, Werner 
says. The thefts ranged from $6 in 
change to nearly $11,100 in other 
goods. 

The rooms that were burglar- 
ized didn't show signs of forced 
entry, Werner says. Most of the 
goods were taken from different 
rooms on the same floor of the 
complex. 

Although the police are also in- 
vestigating the thefts, several 
University Inn residents are angry 
because of what they think could 
be lax security measures. 

Sociologist 
plans speech 

A Fulbright lecturer at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon will give a free 
public talk Monday at 3:30 p.m. in 
Room 204 of Condon Hall. 

Mikolaj Kozakiewicz, a profes- 
sor of sociology from the Polish 
Academy of Sciences in Warsaw, 
will lecture on "Political Activity of 
Students: An East-West Com- 
parison.” 

Kozakiewicz is in residence in 
the UO Department of Sociology 
through Jan. 15. 


