
Canoe from Amazon to Fern Ridge? 
By MELODY WARD 

Of the Emerald 

To get to the University from 
Fem Ridge reservoir, just get on 
the Amazon corridor, take the Mill- 
race exit off the Emerald canal 
and dock at the canoe shacks. 

Those directions may seem im- 
possible now, but a University ar- 
chitecture professor and his stu- 
dents have developed plans for a 

city canal system that could make 
canoe power a viable transporta- 
tion alternative. 

Novel transportation is only one 

aspect of the proposed waterways 
plan. Flood control, irrigation, 
pleasant urban housing and "na- 
ture in the city" are the benefits 
such a system could bring to 

Eugene according to Jerry Dieth- 
elm, landscape architecture de- 

partment head. 

“On one scale, it's efficient 
water management,” he says. 
On the other, it's an urban parks 

and recreation system.” 

The plan, which would join the 
now-stagnant Millrace to the 
Amazon by building the 
“Emerald" canal, has received en- 

thusiastic nods from city and 
county officials, who have formed 
the Emerald Canal Steering 
Committee to further investigate 
its feasibility. 

Diethelm started explonng the 
potential for a city-wide canal sys- 
tem after he returned from a Euro- 

pean tour last fall. The project 
began to take shape in a fall term 
graduate design course 

"The most valuable design 
education is working on some- 

thing important," he says. "It's got- 
ten serious. The need for this kind 
of system really is part of a grow- 
ing Eugene. 

"The idea was to work on some- 

thing I thought the city ought to 

study," he says. “At the same 

time, we wrote a National En- 
dowment for the Arts grant." 

Next month Diethelm will find 
out whether that grant will be ap- 
proved. Meanwhile, the U S. Army 
Corps of Engineers has been 
awarded a $60,000 grant to study 
the feasibility of the proposal 

That money will be used to es- 

tablish a water budget for the 
canal, recalculate the urban storm 
runoff, study the authorization of 
Fern Ridge for recreation and 
support some of the planning 

Backers devoted to waterway plan 
being done at the University, 
Diethetm says. 

Students have contributed a lot 
to the plans, he adds. ‘They’ve 

Flooding could again become a 

problem due to the rapid de- 
velopment of the south hills, 
Diethelm says. 

three years, and the entire system 
could be complete within ten, he 
estimates. 

The Amazon finds its source 

lated from the Willamette through 
the Millrace, along the canal and 
the Amazon corridor to Fern 
Ridge. From Fern Ridge, the Long 
Tom River returns the water to the 
Willamette River, north of Monroe. 

The Emerald canal would make 

/ 
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done a lot of studies, looked at 
alternatives, sketched ideas. This 
project has been a department ef- 
fort. It's something that people get 
excited about." 

Diethelm has presented the 
study to groups as diverse as 

downtown merchants, neighbor- 
hood groups and third graders. 

Building the system would cost 
no more than the Civic Center 
bond — the student studies esti- 
mate from $12 to 18 million — and 
Diethelm says it would directly 
benefit more people for hundreds 
of years. 

Funding for the project could 
come from several sources, in- 
cluding state and federal aid, 
Diethelm says. Two Texas cities 
have established similar systems 
and are contributing information to 
the Emerald canal project. 

"I think of it as a part of the city 
structure,” he explains. "It's pay- 
ing respect to our natural systems 
and taking advantage of them 
rather than covenng them over. 

‘‘We must manage our whole 
water system better than we 

have." 

The design would connect the 
Milrace, through the University 
area, to the Amazon Creek. The 
Amazon acts as the flood control 
channel for this end of the valley, 
which flooded regularly in the 
south Eugene area until the con- 
crete channel was built in the 
1940s. 

At El Comedor, it s no fuss at all to fix Tacos or Beef 
Enchiladas (and other Mexican food favorites) just 
the way they like 'em. You can order a la carte, or ask 
for our special child s plate .. tasefully seasoned 

ground beef, beans and rice (just 85e). 
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“The Amazon corridor is no 

longer adequate. That’s the key to 
re-design, only this time not in 
such an ugly way. 

"We went down and looked at 
the Amazon Creek last fall after 
the first rains. It filled up reaHy 
fast." 

Though the system isn’t 
dangerous now, Diethelm says it 
could be within five years. Work 
could start on the canal within 

near Spencer’s Butte and flows 
west, emptying into Fem Ridge. 
By ultimately connecting the 
Amazon to the Willamette, water 
would be recycled throughout the 
valley more efficiently, Diethelm 
says. That would mean more 

water in Fern Ridge for a greater 
part of the year, and a better 
habitat in the marshes for wildlife. 

Ultimately, the system would 
allow water to be completely circu- 

the inner city a more desirable 
place to live, Diethelm says. He 
envisions urban housing along the 
canal, and eventually hopes to 
see the entire Amazon corridor 
planned along the lines of Amazon 
park. 

“There s no reason why it can’t 
be like Amazon Park all along the 
waterway,” he says. “It’s just a 
matter of vision and commit-’ 
ment." 

Peace 
Corps 
Being a Peace Corps volunteer means taking what you 
know, sharing it with others, and learning about life in 
another country, another culture. 

Developing nations want to grow more food to feed their 
people improve schools and expand public education 

provide adequate shelter and clean drinking water 

insure good health care and basic nutrition build roads 
and transportation systems. 
The person who becomes a Peace Corps volunteer must 
have a strong committment to helping other people. He or 

she must be willing to learn their language appreciate 
their culture and live modestly among them. 

If this sounds like you, we’d like to show you the many 
opportunities beginning soon in 65 developing nations. You 
can apply now tor any 
openings beginning in 
the next 12 months. 

The 
toughest 
job you’ll 
ever love 
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INFORMATION: Mon Thurs. Nov. 
27 30. Lobby, EMU 

INTERVIEWS: Tues& Wed, Nov. 28 
29, Placement Office, Susan 

Campbell Hall, 9 am 4 pm 

FILM & SEMINAR: Tues. Nov. 28. 7 
p.m. EMU 
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