
Does state board inhibit 
Portland St. development? 

By KATHY McMANUS 
Of the Emerald 

Some people in Portland say 
state policies have inhibited Port- 
land State University’s develop- 
ment. Special needs arise for 
PSU, they say, because it is 

Oregon's only urban university. 
An "urban university" serves a 

larger number of older, part-time, 
mid-career and minority students 
than other schools, says PSU 
Pres. Joseph Blumel. 

The university’s unique nature 
is posing some problems for 
members of the State Board of 

Higher Education who are now re- 

viewing PSU's 1973 guidelines. 
The guidelines—a general state- 
ment of the institution’s 

purpose—need to recognize 
PSU's special nature, some 

argue. 
One policy that Blumel and 

others say hurts PSU financially is 
full-time equivalency funding. FTE 
is a unit for budget purposes that 
indicates the number of 15-credit 
hour (full-time) students that total 
enrollment represents. For exam- 

ple, 5,000 students taking 45,000 
credit hours would represent only 
3,000 FTE. 

It is PSU's high incidence of 

part-time students that makes 
FTE funding unfair. PSU market- 

ing Prof. Edward Grubb says. This 
is due to the ever-present cost of 

registering, processing and advis- 

ing students regardless of their 
class load. 

"FTE funding is fair to a certain 
degree," Les Morton, president of 
the Associated Students-PSU, 
says. But he'd like to see addi- 
tional funding alloted to PSU. 

Another problem facing PSU is 
a state policy aimed at avoiding 
“unnecessary" duplication of 

graduate programs. Legitimate 
reasons often exist for duplication, 
Grubb says. 

The enrollment ceiling is 
another obstacle to growth at 
PSU. It is set at 10,000 FTE stu- 
dents, which Blumel says is artifi- 
cially low for PSU. 

An institition can enroll more 

students than the FTE limit, but it 

doesn't get state support for the 
extra students, state system Vice 

Chancellor Miles Romney says. 
Chancellor Roy Lieuallen is giv- 

ing some thought to raising the 
ceiling, he adds. 

The problems of the enrollment 
ceiling.duplication and FTE fund- 
ing came out in a recent report 
prepared by the City Club of Port- 
land, a non-profit civic research 
organization. The independent 
report was submitted to the state 
board in October. 

Graduate programs that are in 
demand in Portland include en- 

gineering, the sciences and ad- 
vanced teacher education, says 
Leigh Stephenson, chairman of 
the volunteer committee that 
wrote the City Club report. 

Stephenson says he'd favor 
state wide program-based fund- 

ing to replace FTE funding. 
But thr» biggest problem is the 

mood of the electorate to "cut 
back everywhere they can," he 

says. 
State Rep. Ted Kulongoski, 

D-Junction City, is also worried 
about higher education’s fate in 
the upcoming legislative session. 

He called the idea of a different 
kind of funding for PSU only “ab- 
surd” and agrees with Blumel and 

Stephenson that a statewide 
switch to funding based on educa- 
tional programs would be more 

equitable. 
Because the Legislature has li- 

mited funds to work with, program 
expansion means the programs, 
the faculty or both will suffer as the 
dollar is stretched too far, Kulon- 

goski says. 
The end result of this is higher 

tuition. "And that’s going to de- 
prive a hell of a lot of people of 
higher education,” Kulongoski 
says 

PSU proponents want a 

stronger university. They want 
more programs, more students 
and more money. But they also 
admit that if a different method of 

funding were used to the benefit of 
PSU, the slice of pie left for 

Oregon's other colleges and uni- 
versities would diminish accord- 

ingly. 
University of Oregon Pres. Wil- 

liam Boyd says this possibility is 
"not intnnsically unfair.” He is op- 
posed to FTE funding and would 
rather see money appropriated 
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November 27 
3:00 p.m. - Group discussion 

290 Lawrence Hall 
7:30 p.m. - Lecture & Slides 

EMU 

Sponsored by the Photography at 

Oregon Gallery and the EMU Cultural 
Forum 

according to educational pro- 
grams. But Boyd doesn’t rule out a 

unique funding system for PSU. 

Boyd says he recognizes some 

basic differences between PSU 
and the University. PSU dwells on 

urban problems and is more 

sharply focused than the Univer- 
sity, which instead offers a gen- 
eral liberal arts education,” he 
says. 

But the gap between urban and 
non-urban universities is closing. 
Boyd says that the University 
shares the tendency to have part- 
time students. 

He also advocates flexible 
scheduling, with one-third of the 
classes offered at night. PSU of- 
fers a large percentage of night 
classes in order to accomodate its 
working and married students. 

Boyd agrees that cooperative 
programs are a good idea. 

“It is very important that univer- 
sities not become competitive. 
They need to become more effi- 
cient," Boyd says. 

CASABLANCA 
IS 

COMING 

HOLIDAY PLANS GOT 
YOU IN A PICKLE? 

Let us help. 
EUGENE TRAVEL 

a free service on campus 

687-2823 831 E. 13th 

TRACK TOWN PIZZA 

Cad hi before yea come & your pizza will be ready! 
New hoars, New name 

Startioi Saturday No*. 11: 

Mon-Sat 4-2 pm 
Sunday 4-12 

Across Franklin from Bean Hall 

1809 Franklin 
484-2799 

VtSTA 
Are you a self-starter who believes that social change on 

behalf of the poor and powerless in America is possible? 
If so, you belong in VISTA. 

VISTA volunteers serve one year working with non-profit 
organizations, neighborhood self-help groups and social 
service agencies. Their goal is to help the poor and power- 
less in our society have a greater voice in the decisions that 
affect their lives. 

As a VISTA you may organize community action groups to 
deal with neighborhood issues, or work on projects related 
to consumer affairs, legal services, business and economic 

development, housing, education, youth counseling, or 

health and nutrition. 

Your degree or relevant community work experience may 
qualify you for the experience of your life. See our repre- 
sentatives for information on current and future openings 
throughout the U.S. /■ 
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Volunteers 
In 
Service 
To 
America 

INFORMATION: Mon Thurs. Nov. 
27 30. Lobby, EMU 

INTERVIEWS: Tues & Wed. Nov. 28 
29, Placement Office, Susan 

Campbell Hall. 9 am 4 pm 

FILM & SEMINAR: Tues. Nov. 28. 7 

p.m. EMU 
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